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Dear Northeast News Readers,

We are thrilled to announce that thanks to your incredible 
generosity, our year-end campaign raised $8,151.00 for the 
Northeast News. Even better, the Institute for NonproÅt 
News (INN), through a partnership with The Miami 
Foundation, matched that entire amount, doubling the 
impact of your support.

These funds are vital to our operation, but community 
journalism requires year-round eЄort. While we continue 
to apply for grants, sell advertising, and seek local 
sponsors, individual donations remain a cornerstone of our 
sustainability.

If you are looking for a new way to stay connected and 
support our mission, we have oЅcially transitioned our 
weekly email newsletter to Substack. This platform allows 
you to receive the latest updates directly in your inbox 
while providing a simple way to contribute to our ongoing 
work.

Thank you for believing in the importance of local news.

With gratitude,

The Northeast News Team

The Northeast News is sustained through our advertisers, community support, 
and donations, including In-Kind Donations from the businesses listed below:
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Dorri Partain
Managing Editor

Since last summer, 
families headed to 
Budd Park’s southeast 
playground have been 
met with fencing and 
“Playground Closed” 
signage. �e north 
playground, accessible 
from St. John Ave. has 
not been a�ected and 
remains open.

A�er residents 
questioned the play-
ground’s closure, �e 
Northeast News con-
tacted Kansas City 
Parks & Recreation 
and received a re-
sponse on August 28 
that cited safety con-
cerns as the speci�c 
reason for the closure 
and the supervisor 
and Planning Division 
were working to deter-
mine if the playground 
should be repaired or 
replaced.

Swings near the 
playground are still 
accessible and not in-
cluded in this closure.

In March of this 
year, Indian Mound 
resident Sarah Kalden-
burg visited Budd Park 
with her young daugh-
ter and was surprised 
to �nd the playground 
was still closed, but the 
fencing was haphaz-

ard and the 
equipment 
was still 
a c c e s s i b l e 
for anyone 
wanting to 
enter.

K a l d e n -
burg emailed 
the Parks 
department 
and eventu-
ally received 
this response 
March 26, 
which she 
forwarded to 
�e North-
east News.

“�e play-
ground sur-
face contains 
m u l t i p l e 
foot entrap-
ment and 
trip hazards. 
A d d i t i o n -
ally, there are 
several po-
tential entanglement 
risks throughout the 
structure. Numerous 
components have been 
vandalized, rendering 
the playground unsafe 
for public use.”  

An additional replay 
from Deputy Director 
James Wang stated that 
the playground was 
slated to be removed 
and replaced with new 
structures in 2027.

�is playground 

COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR

Thursday, April 30- Art Club, 6 to 7 p.m., North-
East Branch Library, 6000 Wilson Ave.
Come paint, draw and crafts during this creative ses-
sion for kids ages 5 to 12. Free.

Friday, May 1- Family BINGO Night, St. Anthony 
Catholic Church St. Joseph Hall, 3208 Lexington Ave. 
Come for dinner, stay for BINGO. Doors open at 4 p.m., 
meatball sub sandwich $5, chips, drinks and dessert $1 
each. BINGO play, 3 cards and three papers $10. Prize 
items, cash prizes and raffle.

Friday, May 1 & Saturday, May 2- Guada-
lupe Center Cinco de Mayo 100th Anniversary, 1015 
Avenida Cesar Chavez. Friday, beginning at 5 p.m., 
Saturday at 12 p.m., local vendors of food and art, live 
music, family fun zone. See story on page 4.

Saturday, May 2- Neighborhood Dumpster Day, 8 
a.m. to 12 noon, various locations. Check the complete 
list on page 14.

Saturday, May 2-The Art of Being AANHPI: Kansas 
City’s 6th Annual AANHPI (Asian American, Native 
Hawaiian, & Pacific Islander) Heritage Festival, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., Zhou B Art Center, 1801 E. 18th St. Food and 
clothing vendors, art exhibit, music and kid’s activities. 
T ickets and more information available at https://
hellagooddeeds.org/.

Monday, May 4- Star Wars Day (May the Forth Be 
With You)

The parks department closed the southeast playground last 

summer and determined it will be replaced next summer.

Photo by Dorri Partain

Budd Park Playground Remains 

Closed, Awaits Replacement

In addition to re-
placing the southeast 
playground, several 
other improvements 
are slated for Budd 
Park in 2027. Jessi-
ca Blackwell, Senior 
Landscape Designer 
for Parks & Recreation, 
told meeting attendees 
that funding to im-

prove the park’s path-
ways- from asphalt to 
concrete- as well as an 
ADA compliant access 
road to the histor-
ic stone shelterhouse 
and renovations to the 
long-shuttered shelter 
were approved and 
awaiting �nal designs.

was added to the 
park in 2006 and has 
been a continual site 
for gra�ti and trash. 
Concerned about the 
condition last year, 
Kaldenburg recruited 
several other mothers 
and neighbors to re-
move gra�ti from the 
equipment on April 
27, 2025.

“It kind of sucks that 
we spent time to clean 

it then a couple of 
months later they close 
it,” said Kaldenburg.

During a discus-
sion about Budd park 
improvements at the 
April 20 meeting of the 
Indian Mound Neigh-
borhood Association, 
several residents stated 
that children were still 
playing on the equip-
ment, despite the signs 
and partial fencing.
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Daisy Garcia Montoya 

Education Reporter

Guadalupe Cen-
ters annual Cinco de 
Mayo Fiesta is back 
and this year will be 
celebrating its centen-
nial edition.

�is free annu-
al event hosted by 
Guadalupe Centers 
(1015 Avenida Cesar 
E. Chavez), the lon-
gest continuously op-
erating organization 
serving Latinos in the 
United States, hopes 
to continue its mission 
of highlighting Latino 
culture while celebrat-
ing its heritage and 
signi�cant milestone. 

�is year’s festivities 
will take place across 
a two-day span, May 
1-2, in Kansas City’s 
Westside Neighbor-
hood and will feature 
interactive activities, 
entertainment, food 
and art vendors, and 
will remain family 
friendly. 

Director of Youth 
Development Gina 
Coronado has seen 
her fair share of Cin-
co de Mayo Fiestas 
over the nearly three 
decades she’s worked 
with Guadalupe Cen-
ters. 

As the go-to person 
for youth develop-
ment within the or-
ganization, Coronado 
says that she likes to 

ensure she can bring 
quality programming 
with caring certi�ed 
adults in safe spaces 
for all young people 
by o�ering opportu-
nities for families to 
learn and receive re-
sources.

One way to ac-
complish that goal is 
through the activities 
and o�erings at the 
Fiesta. 

“One of the biggest 
changes throughout 
the years is bring-
ing more attention to 
what young people 
would like, by bring-
ing poetry, local art-
ists and DJs that the 
youth would be inter-
ested in,” Coronado 
said.  

With festivities 
kicking o� on Friday, 
May 1st, Guadalupe 
Centers is incorporat-
ing the ‘First Fridays’ 
theme into its �rst day 
of celebrations, focus-
ing on the arts. 

“It’ll be more inti-
mate, art-centered, 
and family focused 
with lots of engage-
ment opportunities,” 
Coronado said. 

Attendees will 
have the opportuni-
ty to make friendship 
bracelets, color Mex-
ican and other Latin 
American countries’ 
�ags and more as a 
way to make the event 
more hands-on and 

interactive. 
Friday will serve as a 

warm up for Saturday, 
which will resemble a 
block party and carni-
val with more enter-
tainment and vendors 
present. Attendees on 
Friday can expect a 
night with budding 
excitement and the 
opportunity to meet 
and support local art 
vendors while learn-
ing more about the 
various social services 
Guadalupe Centers 
o�ers to the commu-
nity at large.

“We’re just trying to 
stay true to our roots 
and highlight the 100 
years of the �esta. We 
want to highlight our 

culture and our dif-
ferences, what makes 
us unique and spe-
cial,” Coronado said. 
“�at is so important, 
more so now than it 
ever has been with 
the current climate in 
the United States right 
now. So this is one of 
the reasons why we do 
it, to celebrate our di-
versity.” 

Although Cinco 
de Mayo has become 
heavily Americanized, 
o�en celebrated more 
extensively in the 
United States than in 
Mexico, the country 
it originates from, this 
festive day provides an 
opportunity for non 
Mexicans and Latinos 

to learn more and en-
joy the richness of the 
culture.

What started as the 
Batalla de Puebla, 
where an outnum-
bered Mexican army 
defeated an elite 
French combat troop 
on May 5, 1862, re-
sulting in a delay in 
the French invasion, 
has commercialized 
into a U.S. day �lled 
with festivities. 

O�en mistaken as 
the Mexican Day of 
Independence, which 
actually takes place on 
September 16th, Chief 
Community Impact 
O�cer Leo Prieto says 
that the Fiesta allows 
Guadalupe Center 

to share more about 
Mexican and Latino 
traditions and people 
to educate themselves 
further. 

“We want to be in-
clusive, we want to 
invite people to know 
more about our cul-
ture, about Mexico, 
through our food, art 
and music,” Prieto 
said. For Latinos, cel-
ebrating and partici-
pating in this �esta is 
another way to share 
their cultures with 
Kansas City and oth-
ers. 

As one of the �rst 
major Fiestas cele-
brating Latino heri-

Continued on 

next page

Guadalupe Centers Celebrates Centennial Cinco de Mayo Fiesta 
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tage in the Midwest, 
it has become a staple 
event that people look 
forward to, as they 
gather and travel from 
surrounding areas 
and across state lines 
to attend. 

“At a time when the 
Mexican American 
community was seg-
regated in the barrio 
(neighborhood), the 
�esta really fostered 
a positive view of the 
community that pro-
moted cultural ex-
pression and their 
heritage,” Prieto said. 

Re�ecting back on 
the political turmoil 
experienced by Lati-
nos, speci�cally Mex-
icans, Prieto says that 
being able to celebrate 
this 100th anniversary 
feels like paying hom-
age to those individ-
uals who experienced 
segregation at schools 

and the inability to 
play in sports leagues. 

“To see that sense of 
empowerment, what 
people created for us, 
that laid the founda-
tion many years ago. 
It’s a beautiful thing 
to combine this spe-
cial day, our 100th an-
niversary with those 
milestones,” Prieto 
said. 

As for day two of 
the festivities, May 2, 
attendees can expect 
to see Avenida Ceasar 
Chavez closed o� with 
an even greater array 
of options from ven-
dors, entertainment, 
games and food.

Saturday will feature 
di�erent food options 
and vendors from au-
thentic Mexican clas-
sics- tortas, burritos, 
fried tacos, eloteros 
(street corn vendors), 
paletas (popsicles) to 

new food fusions that 
incorporate American 
�avors. 

Children will be 
exposed to an array 
of in�atable carnival 
games including a 
soccer-themed one to 
continue to build ex-
citement around the 
upcoming 2026 World 
Cup. Children will 
also have the opportu-
nity to earn prizes for 
the games they play, 
a new concept in this 
year’s Fiesta. 

As for the entertain-
ment options, Coro-
nado and Prieto both 
ensure that there will 
be a blend of every-
thing.

“You’re going to 
hear everything from 
Spanish Rock to 
Cumbias to Nortenas 
to Irish music to bal-
lads and Tejano, it’s 
going to be cool and 

a little something for 
everyone,” Prieto said. 
Making Movies, a Lat-
in Grammy-nominat-
ed local band, Selekto 
Show and SouLuna, a 
band made of former 
youth participants, 
will be performing 
among many others.

�ere will also be 
traditional forms of 
entertainment such as 
mariachis and folklor-
ico dancers, including 
student led groups. 

“Our goal is to 
showcase local talent, 
whether its local art-
ists, musicians or food 
vendors. With the 
World Cup coming, 
it’s like a trial run. We 
want people to come 
and feel at home, mi 
casa es su casa (My 
house is your house),” 
Prieto said. 

With a focus on the 
homegrown talent 

and vendors, the or-
ganization hopes to 
continue to build on 
the Kansas City pride 
and remind residents 
of the exciting oppor-
tunities coming to the 
city. 

“We really just want 
to encourage people 
to come on out and 
not just support Gua-
dalupe Centers but 
to enjoy themselves. 
Come and bring the 
family out and have a 
good time, it’s a true 

community event,” 
Prieto said. “We want 
people to know that 
we are here and we are 
going to continue. We 
have been here for 100 
years and we are going 
to be here for another 
year.”

For more infor-
mation on this year’s 
Fiesta, please visit: 
https://guadalupecen-
ters.org/event/cin-
co-de-mayo-�esta/

Fiesta Time and Dates:

Friday, May 1st: 5-8pm 

• Selekto Show - 7pm

Saturday, May 2nd: 12-9pm

• The Elders - 6pm

• Making Movies - 7pm

• Stranded in the City  

     (with special guests) - 8pm

Cinco de Mayo Continued from previous page

Guadalupe Centers, 1015 Avenida Cesar E. Chavez. 

Photos © Guadelupe Centers, used with permission

Guadalupe Centers, First Fiesta, 1926
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Bryan Stalder
Contributor 

Northeast is proud 
of our “Internation-
al Marketplace.” We 
are a neighborhood 
of many languages, 
where a single block 
on Independence Ave-
nue can take you from 
the highlands of Viet-
nam to the markets of 
Somalia. As I stood on 
the edge of the Tidal 
Basin in Washington, 
D.C. this past March, 
the air was thick with 
the scent of cherry 
blossoms. 

Standing beneath 
the pink canopy of 
the cherry trees, I re-
alized that this iconic 
American scene is, 
at its heart, a story of 
immigration and in-
tersection—one that 
belongs to all of us 
as we celebrate Asian 
American, Native Ha-
waiian, and Paci�c 
Islander (AANHPI) 
Heritage Month and 
look toward America’s 
250th Anniversary in 
2026.

During my recent 
visit, I stood in front 
of a massive, weath-
ered structure known 
as the Japanese Stone 
Lantern. Carved in 
1651—making it 
over a century old-
er than the United 
States itself—this 

4,000-pound gran-
ite monument once 
stood in a temple in 
Tokyo.

It was gi�ed to the 
U.S. in 1954 to com-
memorate the 100th 
anniversary of the �rst 
peace treaty between 
our two nations. Ev-
ery year, during the 
Cherry Blossom Fes-
tival, a “Cherry Blos-
som Princess” cere-
monially lights the 
lantern. Standing at 
the Japanese Stone 
Lantern, I thought 
about the many “lan-
terns” we have in the 
Northeast—the cul-
tural traditions, the 
family recipes, and the 
stories our neighbors 
brought here from 
across the ocean to 
light up our own com-
munity.

�e theme for 
this year’s AANHPI 
Month is “Power in 
Unity: Strengthening 
Communities Togeth-
er.” It’s a �tting bridge 
to the upcoming Unit-
ed States Semiquin-
centennial (the 250th 
birthday of our coun-
try).

O�en, when we 
think of “American 
History,” we think of 
the 13 colonies. But 
the cherry blossoms 
remind us that the 
American story is a 
“tapestry,” as the late 

Secretary of Trans-
portation Norman 
Mineta once said. �e 
trees were a gi� from 
Japan, but they were 
planted and cared for 
by Americans of all 
backgrounds. �ey 
represent a “healed 
wound” and a promise 
of peace that followed 
one of the darkest 
chapters of the 20th 
century.

For our readers in 
Northeast, seeing 
yourself in the history 
of the U.S. doesn’t re-
quire a direct Colonial 
or European lineage. 
It requires recogniz-
ing that the beauty of 
this country is built 
on cross-cultural gi�s. 
Whether it’s Somali 
community members 
building business-
es in former Italian 
storefronts, Southeast 
Asian gardens bloom-
ing in urban lots or a 
Mexican restaurant 
repurposing an old 
“Chinese Takeout pole 
sign” where a Burg-
er King once operat-
ed, we are constantly 
“gi�ing” our culture 
to the American land-
scape, just as the city 
of Tokyo did in 1912.

While Northeast 
may not have a large 
Japanese population, 
we all share the same 
spirit felt at the Tidal 
Basin: Resilience and 

Renewal. �e cherry 
blossoms only bloom 
for a short window, 
but the roots of those 
trees—and the stone 
of that lantern—are 
permanent.

As you walk through 
our neighborhood 
this May, look at the 
diverse faces of our 
young soccer players 
or the entrepreneurs 
on the NEKC Cham-
ber’s International 
Marketplace. We are 
the living embodi-
ment of the “Power in 
Unity.” We aren’t just 
witnesses to Ameri-
can history; we are the 
ones writing its next 
250 years.

Japanese Stone Lantern, Washington D.C. 

Photo by Perry Ganz 

Instagram: @agent.photography

Finding Our Global Roots at the Tidal Basin

Thomas Jefferson Memorial in the evening from across the Tidal Basin. 

Photo by Bryan Stalder
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Dr. Adrienne B. 
Haynes, Esq., 
Contributor

We are fortunate 
to live in a state that 
values entrepreneur-
ship and providing 
aspiring and existing 
owners with resourc-
es and education. 

For business own-
ers in the North-
east, you can �nd 
resources through 
the Northeast Kan-
sas City Chamber 
of Commerce, KC-
SourceLink, and the 
Mid-Continent Pub-
lic Library, to name a 
few. You can also tap 
into virtual resourc-
es available to own-
ers across the state 
through the 

Show-Me Network, 
an initiative of Mis-
souri State Univer-
sity’s efactory and 
code�. �is recently 
launched statewide 
network of regional 
and community con-
nectors and training 
partners connects 
entrepreneurs, in-
novators, and small 
businesses with the 
resources, training, 
and funding they 
need.

During the week 
of May 4-8, Show-
Me Network Week 

will o�er a curated 
schedule of more 
than 20 events, with 
a mix of in person 
and virtual sessions 
being o�ered. Spring-
�eld, Missouri was 
selected as the host 
city for the national 
kicko� for America’s 
Route 66 Centennial 
Celebration and the 
“Historic Route to 
Innovation” captures 
strategies and re-
sources that cultivate 
the entrepreneurial 
spirit that continues 
to drive new gener-
ations of innovators 
forward across our 
state. �e week-long 
celebration kicks o� 
on Monday, May 4th 
with an in-person 
event at efactory in 
Spring�eld. �e ses-
sions that follow o�er 
insights for all, from 
retail businesses to 
technology compa-
nies. 

SEED Law will 
be hosting a virtual 
business law work-
shop as a part of this 
weeklong celebra-
tion., Recruiting and 
Hiring Consider-
ations, will be hosted 
virtually on Wednes-
day, May 6th from 
12-1 pm. Building a 
dream team in your 
business requires a 

multitude of strate-
gies to build a com-
petitive employment 
package, including 
policies, procedures, 
and legal compliance. 
�is session will pro-
vide owners with a 
legal perspective on 
ten considerations 
to plan for when 
recruiting, hiring, 
and �ring. To regis-
ter for free and see 
the full list of virtual 
and in person events 
through the end of 
the year, please visit 
https://showmenet-
work.org/calendar/

�e MoWest Small 
Business Forum will 
take place in St. Jo-
seph on Wednes-
day, May 7th, where 
business owners can 
strengthen �nancial 
knowledge, connect 
with local lenders, 
and learn about valu-
able business re-
sources. Participants 
will receive hands-on 
training in Quick-
Books, gain insights 
during a live Q&A 
with local bankers 
and lenders, and dis-
cover the support 
available through the 
Missouri SBDC at 
MoWest.

�e week will con-
clude with statewide 
“Free Coworking 

Friday” on Friday, 
May 8th. �ere will 
be free coworking 
available in Cape 
Girardeau, Joplin, 
Monett, Spring�eld, 
St. Joseph, and West 
Plains. If you’ll be 
coworking in Kansas 

City, let us know! 
As a reminder, 

there are in-person 
and virtual business 
education classes of-
fered each month 
from SEED Law, Ru-
binBrown, Justine 
PETERSEN and oth-

er statewide resource 
partners. To regis-
ter for free and see 
the full list of virtual 
and in person events, 
please visit https://
showmenetwork.org/
calendar/

Celebrate Show-Me Network Week May 4-8 
with Resource Partners Across Missouri 

Thanks for reading!

My name is Dr. Adrienne B. Haynes and I’m an entrepreneur 

and attorney based here in Kansas City. My law �rm, SEED 

Law, has been partnering with business owners across the 

Northeast and the city for almost 11 years. I loved living in the 

Northeast and I was fortunate to serve as an Entrepreneur 

in Residence for the Kauffman Foundation in 2017. Together 

with a dedicated group of Northeast residents and leaders, 

we explored a community designed innovation district pilot 

program. I was able to present this work during a TEDxUMKC 

Talk on Community Innovation Design in 2020.

Over the next few weeks, I’ll be contributing articles and 

resources on small business and estate planning legal 

considerations. If you have questions, please reach out directly at  

adrienne@seed.legal.
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Last week’s  Independence 
Avenue Community  Improvement    
District 4-Corners Community Call

3829 Independence Avenue.

Bao Anh Jewelry
1835 Independence Ave.

              

EXPLORE  �  D ISC OVER  �  EXPER I EN

This information is provided for you through the Independence Avenue CID (Community Improvement District) the Northeast Kansas City Chamber Of Commerce, and the Northeast News
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Treasures of the Avenue: Finding the PerfecTreasures of the Avenue: Finding the Perfec
in the International Marketplacein the International Marketplace

its fi ne jewelry and expert repair services.

d
restored 

the metro, owne
very happy to se
the improvemen
they help people... I know the Northeast community has a lot to off er, and 
with a little help i
Whether you are l
or need a cheris
Anh is known f
gold selection w

Ayser Jewelry: 
A World of Gold on the Avenue

Located at 2321 Independence Avenue within the Somali 
Mall, Ayser Jewelry is a gateway to the artistry of East 
Africa and the Middle East. Owner Jawahir Weyrah has 
been a staple of the Kansas City business community since 

2002, curating a collection that refl ects the rich cultures of 
the families who call Northeast home.

�The gold is from Somalia, the Middle East, and all of Africa,� 
Jawahir told Northeast News. �It is designed in Somalia, South 

Arabia, Kuwait, and Dubai.�
The store is a feast for the senses, featuring intricate gold designs, vibrant 
scarves, and exotic perfumes. For Jawahir, her location at the Somali Mall is 
more than just a business address. �I like the Northeast because it�s a place 
where most of my people live,� she said. �There are a lot of Somalian and 
African people here and it�s like home.�
Visitors to the mall can enhance their shopping trip, stopping for a chai tea 
latte or a fresh sambusa at the Hamar Weyne Coff ee Shop before exploring 
Ayser�s wide array of jewelry, watches, and traditional clothing�perfect for 
a mother who appreciates a gift with global soul.

As Mother’s Day approaches, the search for a gift that truly refl ects a mother’s beauty and strength 
can be found right here in hea
jewelry stores—Ayser Jewelry and Bao Anh Jewelry—stand as local landmarks, off ering more than 
just gold and gemstones; they off er stories, heritage, and a deep connection to the community.
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FOUR CORNERSFOUR CORNERS
  COMMUNITY CALLCOMMUNITY CALL

Last week’s  Independence 
Avenue Community  Improvement    
District 4-Corners Community Call 
was at Victoria Thrift located at 
3829 Independence Avenue.

JOIN US THIS FRIDAY AT 3PM FOR 
OUR 4 CORNERS COMMUNITY CALL

Bao Anh Jewelry
1835 Independence Ave.

VER  �  EXPER I EN CE

venue CID (Community Improvement District) the Northeast Kansas City Chamber Of Commerce, and the Northeast News
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Independence Avenue Independence Avenue

For more information, visit www.nekcchamber.com

rfect Mother�s Day Gift rfect Mother�s Day Gift 

Shop Local This Mother�s Day
This May, as you look to honor the women in your life, 
consider the Avenue. In the International Marketplace, 
you aren�t just buying jewelry; you are supporting 
local entrepreneurs who have invested decades into 
making our neighborhood a premier destination for 
culture and elegance.

Happy Mother�s Day from the Independence Avenue CID!

Bao Anh Jewelry: 
Generations of Craftsmanship

At 1835 Independence Avenue, Bao Anh Jewelry 
has been serving the community with precision and 
care for decades. Originally established in 1997 
and moving to its current Avenue location in 2009, 

the store is managed by Bao Vo and is renowned for 
its fi ne jewelry and expert repair services.

Bao Anh is a �hidden gem� for those seeking bespoke 
designs, including custom engagement rings and meticulously 

red heirlooms. While the store draws customers from across 
ner Ann remains a steadfast advocate for Northeast. �We�re 

o see how the people at the CID help,� Ann noted, referencing 
ments along the corridor. �They help to keep things clean and 

they help people... I know the Northeast community has a lot to off er, and 
elp it can be a place where people love to come.�

u are looking for a modern statement piece, a delicate bracelet, 
rished family heirloom repaired in time for Mother�s Day, Bao 
n for providing personalized consultations and high-quality 

n with a neighborly touch.

2002, curating a collection that refl ects the rich cultures of 

scarves, and exotic perfumes. For Jawahir, her location at the Somali Mall is 

latte or a fresh sambusa at the Hamar Weyne Coff ee Shop before exploring 

As Mother’s Day approaches, the search for a gift that truly refl ects a mother’s beauty and strength 
heart of Northeast. Within our vibrant International Marketplace, two 

jewelry stores—Ayser Jewelry and Bao Anh Jewelry—stand as local landmarks, off ering more than 
just gold and gemstones; they off er stories, heritage, and a deep connection to the community.
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East High Agriculture Program Teaches from Farm to Table
Dorri Partain
Managing Editor

From a greenhouse 
�lled with lush tropi-
cal plants and bloom-
ing �owers to fresh 
turkey eggs mixed 
into cookie dough, 
East High School ag-
riculture students are 
enjoying the “fruits of 
their labors”.

�is urban high 
school at 1924 Van 
Brunt Boulevard has 
seen a resurgence of 
an agriculture (AG) 
program �rst start-
ed in the 1980’s when 
Kansas City Public 
Schools introduced a 
magnet school pro-
gram that aimed to de-
segregate the district’s 
elementary, middle 
and high schools 
with speci�c- focused 

curriculums. As this 
program was phased 
out, East High was le� 
with greenhouse and 
animal paddocks that 
largely went unused 
until East High Math 
instructor Andrew 
Killen restarted the 
program in 2017.

Along with Killen, 
this program includes 
Sheryl Palmieri, an 
instructor with 25 
years of experience 
including FFA (Future 
Farmers of America) 
and educator Aar-
on Kick. Palmieri 
joined East’s program 
in 2024 and Kick in 
2025; along with class 
instruction, they also 
play an integral role in 
plant production and 
animal care.

�is school year 120 
students enrolled in 

one or more AG class-
es: AG Science 1 and 2, 
Food Science, Flora-
culture, Landscaping, 
and Animal Science. 
Palmieri stated that a 
new o�ering next fall 
will introduce stu-
dents to Natural Re-
source Conservation 
and plans are being 
made to o�er a Veter-
inary Science class the 
following year as this 
program continues to 
expand.

Depending on the 
class curriculum, stu-
dents spend 30 min-
utes on instruction 
and the remaining 
85-minute session is 
spent with hands-on 
activities; planting 
seeds, tending plants, 
harvesting fruits and 
vegetables and caring 
for animals.

In addition to a va-
riety of domestic and 
exotic chickens, the 
AG program includes 
three turkeys (a tom 
and two jennies), 
four adult goats and 
two kids born earlier 
this year, one during 
class time.  All the 
animals have names, 
with the most re-
cent goat born on a 
very cold March day 
named Jack Frost.

A dozen turkey 
eggs are being incu-
bated and those that 
hatch- Palmieri isn’t 
sure they’ve all been 
fertilized- will be 
added to the turkey 
flock.

Occasionally, ani-
mals will be processed 
and the meat will be 

frozen for future use 
during the Food Sci-
ence classes, which 
gives students a better 
understanding of the 
farm to table concept.

Palmieri stated that 
processing an animal, 
such as a goat, is done 
o�-site but a class or 
student could decide 
if they wanted to learn 
to process a chicken.

In the greenhouse, 
Floraculture stu-
dents plant and care 
for their own trays 
of flowers and learn 
to propagate new 
plants from cuttings. 
Instructors also get 
in on trying spe-
cial projects, such as 
growing a pineapple 
plant from the cut off 
top of a fresh pine-

apple,  getting it to 
bloom, and produce 
fruit.

�e school’s orchard 
contains forty fruit 
trees, including apple, 
pear, asian pear, paw-
paw, persimmon and 
jujube. Students learn 
how to prune the trees 
for better fruit pro-
duction and when to 
harvest. In addition 
to using fresh fruit 
in class, students also 
learn how to peel,  dice 
and freeze fruit to be 
used later. In a recent 
Food Science class, 
students added frozen 
diced jujube fruit to a 
basic oatmeal cookie 
dough.

Classes for East’s AG program are held in a satellite  

building near the raised bed gardens and orchard.

Photo by Dorri Partain

Growing continues year-round inside the greenhouse,  

including a home-grown pineapple.

Photo by Dorri Partain

Continued  

on next page
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Students also grow 
three types of nuts-  
chestnut, pecan and 
hazelnut-  but harvest-
ing them has been a 
battle with local wild-
life. Palmieri shared 
that students enjoyed 
roasted chestnuts last 
year before their winter 
break but squirrels got 
to all the pecans and 
deer ate the hazelnuts.

In addition to a 
ground level row gar-
den, students tend to 
raised beds, with three 
accessible to students 
with disability issues, 
close to a paved path 
and 24 inches high. 
�ese raised beds al-
low each student to 
have their own garden 
with a variety of plants, 
grown from seed and 
monitored until ready 
for harvesting,

For Palmieri, the 
study of agriculture- 
even if students only 
participate in one 
class- is about learn-
ing life skills because 
everyone needs to 
know about food, and 
where it comes from.

For advanced stu-
dents, the program 
o�ers paid intern-
ships where students 
come to school during 
breaks and/or week-
ends and help the in-
structors care for the 
plants and animals.

Even with students 
milling about, chick-
ens clucking, turkeys 
gobbling and goats 
running about, the at-
mosphere inside East 
High’s  agriculture 
campus is very re-
laxed. Instructors Kil-
len, Palmieri, and Kick 

wear jeans, t-shirts, 
and work aprons. For 
Kick, who had no real 
experience teaching 
agriculture, working 
with students in the 
program has turned 
out to be ideal.

“I just wish I had 

known about doing 
something like this 
sooner,” he said.

Currently, only stu-
dents enrolled in East 
High, a neighborhood 
classi�ed school, can 
participate in the AG 
program but Palmieri 

stated steps are be-
ing taken to open en-
rollment to all KCPS 

high school students 
as part of its Signature 
School program.

Checking the inside of a turkey egg for 

growth (candling), Palmieri uses the  

light on her cell phone. Eggs are expected  

to hatch the �rst week of May.

Photo by Dorri Partain

Instructor Sheryl Palmieri and Bambi, one 

of several silky chickens recently added to 

the program.

Photo by Dorri Partain

A small herd of goats co-exist with the laying hens and often like to 

chill inside the coop.

Photo by Dorri Partain

Tom may soon be the father of a new brood of turkeys, which will 

give Animal Science students more opportunities in poultry care.

Photo by Dorri Partain

Urban Agriculture Continued from previous page
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Bryan Stalder 
Contributor

Recent events have 

once again forced the 

nation to confront 

the chilling reality of 

political violence, re-

minding us that the 

safety of the President 

of the United States is 

never guaranteed. As 

we witness the height-

ened tensions sur-

rounding the Saturday, 

April 25 attempt on 

President Trump’s life, 

our collective memory 

naturally dri�s back to 

other moments when 

the lives of our elect-

ed leaders have been 

threatened.

As we look at the 

modern presidency 

in 2026, marked by 

the sobering reality 

of multiple attempts 

on our leaders’ lives, 

it’s worth remember-

ing a time when the 

“People’s House” was 

so accessible that the 

President’s front door 

opened right onto 

the sidewalk. When 

Harry and Bess Tru-

man moved into the 

White House in 1945, 

they found a build-

ing that was literally 

falling apart. Cen-

turies of “slapping a 

coat of paint on it” 

had masked deep 

structural rot. Chan-

deliers swayed with 

every footstep, �oors 

creaked dangerously, 

and the peril became 

undeniable when a 

leg of Margaret Tru-

man’s piano famous-

ly crashed through a 

ceiling into the family 

dining room below.

Ever the practical 

Missourian, Truman 

ordered a total 

gut renovation. 

From 1948 to 

1952, the White 

House was re-

duced to a hol-

low shell of steel 

beams, forcing 

the Trumans 

to take up res-

idence across 

the street at 

Blair House. 

At that time, 

Pe n ns y lv an i a 

Avenue wasn’t 

the fortress it 

is today; it was 

a functioning 

city street. �e 

concept of a “se-

curity perime-

ter” was almost 

non-existent; for 

much of Ameri-

can history, the 

public could—

and o�en did—wan-

der right up to the 

porch.

Living at Blair House 

meant President Tru-

man was just feet away 

from the public, sep-

arated only by a brick 

wall and a sidewalk. It 

was the violence that 

erupted there that for-

ever changed how we 

protect our leaders.

On November 1, 

1950, while President 

Truman was nap-

ping in an upstairs 

bedroom, two Puer-

to Rican national-

ists—Oscar Collazo 

and Griselio Torreso-

la—approached Blair 

House armed with 

semi-automatic pis-

tols. �ey hoped to 

assassinate Truman to 

draw global attention 

to their independence 

movement. What fol-

lowed was a chaotic, 

three-minute gun-

�ght—the most vio-

lent in the history of 

the Secret Service.

Private Leslie Cof-

felt was stationed in 

a small guard booth 

outside the house. He 

was struck three times 

in the chest and ab-

domen almost imme-

diately. Despite being 

mortally wounded 

and losing conscious-

ness, Co�elt regained 

his senses, leaned out 

of his booth, and took 

a single, steady aim. 

He shot Torresola in 

the head from 30 feet 

away, killing the assas-

sin instantly and sav-

ing the President’s life.

Truman, awakened 

by the thunder of gun-

�re, ran to the window 

to see the commo-

tion. A frantic guard 

shouted for him to get 

back just as the smoke 

was clearing. Similar 

to President Trump’s 

steely resolve, Truman 

went on with 

his scheduled 

appointments 

later that day, fa-

mously remark-

ing, “A President 

has to expect 

those things.”

�e imposing 

black iron fenc-

es of 1600 Penn-

sylvania Avenue 

act as a barrier,  

and they are the 

direct result of 

the blood spilled 

on that Novem-

ber a�ernoon. 

A�er the at-

tempt on Tru-

man’s life, the 

casual “walk-

up” access to 

the Presidency 

ended, and the 

permanent for-

ti�cation of the 

executive branch be-

gan.

Leslie Co�elt re-

mains the only mem-

ber of the Secret Ser-

vice to be killed in 

the line of duty while 

protecting a President. 

Today, a small plaque 

on the fence at 1651 

Pennsylvania Avenue 

honors his ultimate 

sacri�ce. On a recent 

visit to Washington, 

D.C., I found it di�-

cult to even glimpse 

this memorial; the pe-

rimeter is so restricted 

that I was forced to 

take my photos from 

a distance, a stark con-

trast to the world Tru-

man inhabited.

As Missourians pre-

pare to celebrate Tru-

man’s birthday, we 

can take pride in his 

legacy. In a time when 

the world was in chaos 

and the very walls of 

his home were crum-

bling, Truman re-

mained the “common 

man” from Jackson 

County— steady and 

resolute, even when 

the �ght came to his 

front door.

Whether all Amer-

icans agree with the 

politics of the day or 

the leaders in pow-

er, the history of Blair 

House reminds us that 

the safety of the o�ce 

is a burden carried 

by heroes like Private 

Co�elt— and a legacy 

shaped by a neighbor 

from Independence. 

Each May 8, we rec-

ognize the birth of 

Harry S. Truman: the 

plain-spoken county 

judge who rose to the 

most powerful desk in 

the world without ever 

losing his Missouri 

grit.

Echoes of  GunÀre: From Blair House to the Modern Presidency

While President Harry Truman served in the of�ce of the Presidency, 

his primary residence was across the street at Blair House, because 

the White House was under a complete renovation.

 Photo by Bryan Stalder

Happy Birthday, Harry.
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Kansas City, Winter 1933

Matthew Orr sat at his desk as the afternoon light settled 

in the narrow of�ce, catching on the edges of account books 

and folded proofs. The place smelled of ink and paper, with 

the faint, familiar trace of whiskey that had long since soaked 

into the wood. He opened the lower drawer and touched the 

neck of a bottle—an old J. Rieger Monogram, its label nearly 

gone, re�lled months ago with what everyone privately called 

Pendergast Gold.

Orr did not pour himself a drink. He rarely did, and never 

during business hours. The bottle stayed where it was, more 

symbol than temptation.

He unfolded the letter that had arrived that morning.

The handwriting was neat and deliberate, careful with-

out being timid. The kind of script that came from habit, not 

schooling. The signature read Rosa Scardino.

Orr knew the name immediately. Joe Scardino had worked 

beside him years earlier at the Montgomery Ward warehouse 

in the advertising department. His wife Rosa was active at 

their church, steady in her routines, the sort of woman who 

brought lasagnas to potlucks and never raised her voice at 

meetings. If she had something to say in print, people would 

listen.

He read:

Dear Editor,
I am writing as a wife, a mother, and a Catholic woman 

who has lived in the Northeast long enough to see good laws 
and foolish ones come and go .
I do not write to encourage drunkenness, nor to excuse bad 

behavior. Our faith teaches moderation, self-control, and re-
sponsibility . Those lessons are taught at our tables, not by 
Washington .
I will speak plainly . There is wine in my home . There is 

whiskey in my husband’s cabinet. It is used at holidays, at 
weddings, and sometimes after a long day of work. We do not 
hide it from our children, and we do not abuse it. We treat it 
as our parents did, and their parents before them .
Under the law, this makes us criminals.
Prohibition has not made our neighborhood more moral. It 

has made honest people quieter and dishonest people bolder. 
It has not stopped drinking . It has only changed who profits 
from it.

I look forward to the day when this law is repealed, and 
when ordinary families no longer have to pretend that what 
they do responsibly in their own homes is something shameful.
We ask our children to respect the law . The law should be 

worthy of respect.
Sincerely,
Rosa Scardino
Northeast Kansas City

Orr lowered the page slowly.

There was no anger in it. No politics, no sermonizing. Just a 

plain admission, printed in careful ink: there is alcohol in my 

home.

That was the danger.

The country was in its �nal months of Prohibition, but the 

law still stood. While local authorities generally looked the 

other way on the matter, printing the letter meant publishing 

a confession. Orr wondered, brie�y and uncomfortably, wheth-

er Rosa understood that. Whether a federal agent could, in 

theory, take interest. Whether a county prosecutor might feel 

compelled to act, if only to prove something. Did her husband 

Joe even know she had written this?

More troubling still was who else might read it.

Prohibition had been good business for certain men. That 

much was understood. He knew the name Johnny Lazia. Ev-

eryone knew who controlled deliveries, who settled disputes, 

who expected cooperation when laws became �exible. If re-

peal came—and it was coming—those arrangements would 

shift. Orr was already hearing murmurings about some La-

Capra fellow. But that’s all he heard. Murmurings. People who 

spoke too freely sometimes found themselves reminded to be 

careful.

Orr did not imagine grand conspiracies. He imagined smaller 

things. A warning. A word passed. A quiet knock.

The Voice of Northeast
Historical �ction written by Bryan Stalder

Continued on next page
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Continued from previous page

He poured a �nger of whiskey and set the glass aside, un-

touched. He stared at it, thinking about the ordinary nature of 

the act, and the extraordinary trouble it had caused for more 

than a decade.

The rest of the week’s material lay ready: weddings, school 

plays, apartments for rent, parish notices. Life as it was actu-

ally lived. By Wednesday morning, it would all go downtown 

to the press, where other hands would set the type and roll it 

into Thursday’s paper.

Rosa’s letter sat apart from the rest.

Printing it did not mean endorsing it. It meant acknowl-

edging that this was a voice in the neighborhood—and not a 

marginal one. This was not a speakeasy owner or a politician. 

This was a churchgoing mother saying, in public, what many 

said only in kitchens.

Orr folded the letter carefully and placed it with the edito-

rials.

Outside, the street moved at its usual pace. A delivery truck 

rattled past. A man laughed too loudly. Somewhere nearby, a 

bottle was opened without ceremony.

Orr took the whiskey in one swallow, returned the bottle to 

the drawer, and closed it.

The newspaper’s role was not to instruct the community 

how to behave, nor to pretend it behaved better than it did. 

Its role was to notice—honestly—and to give space when the 

neighborhood spoke in its own voice.

This week, it would speak plainly.

And Orr would print it.

Walking St. John Avenue

1932 FUN FACT
Opening day for the summer season at Winnwood Beach on 

Saturday, April 30, 1932 featured the return of Monkeyland, 

an island built in the middle of Winnwood Lake that was pop-

ulated by two dozen monkeys. This 35 acre amusement area 

in Clay County featured a spring-fed lake, roller skating, band 

pavilion, Fun House, amusement rides and swimming. Owner 

Fred Winn opened Monkeyland in 1931 and housed the mon-

keys at Winn Farm during the winter, where three females 

produced four offspring in time for opening day.

Dorri Partain
Managing Editor

Northeast area 
neighborhood associ-
ations are doing their 
part to help residents 
keep trash and bulky 
waste items from tak-
ing over curbs and al-
leyways by providing 
free opportunities to 
dispose of unwanted 
items. Each month, 
volunteers will moni-
tor dumpster drop-o� 
sites on the �rst Sat-
urday from 8 a.m. to 
noon, or sooner if full.

Indian Mound will 
have a dumpster avail-
able on Saturday, May 
2 at Indian Mound 
Park (Belmont & 
Gladstone Blvds.) and 
each �rst Saturday 
through September.

Independence Pla-
za’s dumpster will be 
located in the parking 
lot of Independence 
Boulevard Christian 

Church (606 Glad-
stone Blvd.), be-
ginning June 6 and 
continuing through 
September.

On Saturday, May 
2, Lykins neighbor-
hood will provide two 
dumpsters, one locat-
ed at 1329 Monroe 
and another at Lykins 
Square Park, 4105 E. 
8th St.

Pendleton Heights 
and Scarritt Renais-
sance neighborhoods 
will also have dump-
sters available for res-
idents, but locations 
will change monthly 
as they are sponsored/
hosted by individuals, 
not the association. 
For Scarritt Renais-
sance locations, check 
http://www.scarrittkc.
org/ or contact a board 
member. Pendleton 
Heights residents can 
check https://phkc.
org/ or contact a 
board member.

�e dumpster loca-
tion for Scarritt Re-
naissance residents 
will be 3411 Smart 
Ave. on May 2.

East 23rd St. PAC  
will have dump-
sters located at East 
High School (1924 
Van Brunt Blvd.) on 
July 18, Sept. 26 and 
Oct. 17, from 8 a.m. 
to noon, including a 
dumpster for leaves 
and brush.

Blue Valley’s dump-
sters will be located 
at 1247 Hardesty Ave.
and 1600 Topping 
Ave., �rst Saturdays, 
May 2 through Sep-
tember.

She�eld will not 
have dumpsters avail-
able this year, but res-
idents are encouraged 
to utilize the dump-
sters provided by Blue 
Valley and East 23rd 
St. PAC.

Neighborhoods Kick Off 

Monthly Dumpster Program

Haiku by Sam Crowley
Haiku poetry

Five and seven and then �ve

Wonderful magic
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5246 Lyon Ave • $240,000

3521 Lexington Ave •  $140,000

318 Barat Ave • $89,500

302 N Wheeling Ave • $225,000

5001 Independence Ave • $250,000

3706 St John Ave • $165,000

527 Quincy Ave • $185,000

401 N. Hardesty Ave • $168,000

2810 Clevland Ave (Lot for Sale) • $34,900

521 Hardesty Ave • $199,000

1024 Elmwood Ave •$160,000

3926 Norledge Ave •$320,000

NORTHEAST NORTHEAST 
REALTY CO.REALTY CO.
5400 ST JOHN AVE5400 ST JOHN AVE
(816) 231-8442(816) 231-8442

CALL FOR A NO COST MARKET PRICE ON YOUR PROPERTY!CALL FOR A NO COST MARKET PRICE ON YOUR PROPERTY!

SE HABLA ESPAÑOLSE HABLA ESPAÑOL
ANGELICA DE LA CRUZANGELICA DE LA CRUZ

816-803-8624816-803-8624
AALVAREZ.NER@GMAIL.COMAALVAREZ.NER@GMAIL.COM

TÔI NÓI TIẾNG VIỆTTÔI NÓI TIẾNG VIỆT
NGON NGUYENNGON NGUYEN
816-824-4823816-824-4823

NGONNGUYEN88@YAHOO.COMNGONNGUYEN88@YAHOO.COM

PENDING!

PENDING!

PENDING!

        PROUDLY SERVING PROUDLY SERVING HISTORIC NORTHEASTHISTORIC NORTHEAST  SINCE 1909SINCE 1909

H&H PLUMBING
& DRAIN CLEANING

 ✔ Licensed and Insured

 ✔ 62 Years Experience

Drains Opened or 
No Charge!  

– All Types of Plumbing Repair –
Residential & Commercial

Free Estimates!

Dennis Hammontree

816-231-3916

ClassiÚed & Service directory
NOTICE: Lykins Community Meeting On 

Thursday, May 7, 715 Jackson Ave.

The Lykins Neighborhood Association will hold 
its annual Board Election for 2026-2027. Lykins 
neighborhood residents may apply to �ll the following 
positions: President, Vice-president, Secretary, Trea-
surer, Sergeant of Arms. An outline of duties will be 
provided at the meeting. Interested residents should 
prepare a brief speech about their quali�cations. Light 
dinner served at 6:30 prior to 7:00 p.m. meeting.

La Asociacion Vecinal de Lykins llevara a cabo sus 
elecciones anuales de la mesa directiva para 2026-
2027. Residentes de Lykins puede applica para 
posiciones de Presidente, Vicepresidente, Secretario, 
Tesorero y Sargento de Armas. Las funciones se 
explicaran en la reunion. Residentes se necessitan 
prepararse un brevo discurso explicando por que es 
una buena opcion para el puesto. Cena ligera as las 
6:30 antes de reunion a las 7 p.m.

101 Contractors & 

Builders

MARK’S  REMODELING

ROOFING, SIDING, 

PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL

SHEETROCK, BATHROOMS 

BASEMENT FINISHING

FREE ESTIMATES

816-537-3193 

103 Lawn Care

TONY & SONS MOWING

MOW - TRIM - BLOW

COMPLETE YARD CARE

CALL OR TEXT

816-401-6269

816-859-2690 

104 Moving & Hauling

BRUSH & TREE WORK

GARAGE/ BASEMENT 

CLEANING,  

HAULING SERVICE, FREE 

ESTIMATES 

816-965-8494 

106 Plumbing Services

H & H PLUMBING

60 + YEARS IN H.N.E.

LICENSED - INSURED

GUARANTEED WORK

FREE ESTIMATES

CALL DENNIS AT:

816-231-3916 

110 Electrical  

Construction

CUMBERFORD  

CONTRACTING

RESIDENTIAL &

COMMERCIAL

 LICENSED & INSURED

 816-898-1236 

113 Cleaning Services

CLEANING KC

HOMES AND OFFICES

FREE QUOTES

SWIFT CLEANING PROS

TEXT 816-506-6791  

509 Health Care  

Services

IF YOU OR A LOVED ONE 
SUFFERED INJURY/DEATH 
because of Boston Scientific 
PACEMAKER, after Sep-
tember 2019, you may be 
entitled to compensation. Call 
Attorney Charles Johnson 
1-800-535-5727 

UP TO $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance? 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other fiinal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-491-2689 or visit www..
Life55plus.info/Missouri 

800 Real  Estate

RENTAL PROPERTY OWN-
ERS- Our readers are looking 
to rent and stay in NE- Place 
your listing here- 25 words for 
$15.00. Call 816-241-0765 
today! 

118 Pest Control

DON’T BE BUGGED!

ROACHES $95

BEDBUGS $325 

AAA EXTERMINATORS

913-269-3369 

 

150 For Sale

PREPARE for power outages 

today with a Generac Home 

Standby Generator. Act now 

to receive a FREE 5-Year 

warranty with qualifying 

purchase. Call 1-866-686-

8347 today to schedule a free 

quote. It’s not just a genera-

tor- it’s a power move. 

166 Home Improvement

THE BATHROOM of your 

dreams in as little as 1 day. 

Limited Time Offer- $1000 

off or No Payments and No 

Interest for 18 months for 

customers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many options 

available. Quality materials 

& professional installation. 

Senior & Military discounts 

available. Call today!  

1-866-460-1048 

DOES YOUR BASEMENT or 

crawl space need some at-

tention? Call Thrasher Foun-

dation Repair! A permanent 

solution for waterproofing, 
failing foundations, sinking 

concrete and nasty crawl 

spcaes. FREE Inspection & 

Same Day Estimate. $250 

off ANY project with code 

GET250.  

Call 1-855-460-1476 

SunSetter- America’s Number 

One Awning! Instant shade 

at the touch of a button. 

Transform your deck or patio 

into an outdoor oasis. Up to 

10-year limited warranty. Call 

now and SAVE $350 today!

1-844-632-2169 

 

NO MORE cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter is backed by a no-clog 
gaurantee and lifetime trans-
ferrable warranty. Call today 
1-844-713-4600 to schedule 
a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% 
off your entire order. Plus, 
Military & Seniors get an ad-
ditional 10% off. Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see 
representative for warranty 
and offer details. 

167 Cellular Services

CONSUMER CELLULAR- the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the large carri-
ers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation 
is free. All plans feature un-
limited talk and text, starting 
at just $20/month. For more 
information,  
call 1-844-211-0742 

400 Yard / Estate Sales

PROMOTE YOUR SALE 

with a listing in the Northeast 

News.  Just $15 for 25 words. 

Call 816-241-0765 or stop 

by 2659 Indepdence Ave. 

Cash, check & credit cards 

accepted. 

504 Business  

Opportunity

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED 

placement through Missouri 

Press Service. Place your ad 

in over 100 Missouri news-

papers for one low  price of  

$350. Contact The Northeast 

News for details,  

816-241-0765. 

507 Elder Care

FreedomCare. Let your 

loved ones care for you and 

get paid! Paid by Medicaid. 

Choose family or friends as 

your paid caregiver. Check 

your eligibility today! Call 

FreedomCare now!  

1-844-937-4179 
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�e rhythmic clack 
of rolling balls and the 
echo of measuring calls 
�lled the courts at the 
American Sons of Co-
lumbus as the 2026 
men’s bocce league 
wrapped up another 
lively season. For many 
in the Northeast, the 
league at 2415 Indepen-
dence Ave. is a week-
ly social ritual—part 
sport and part commu-
nity gathering—where 
longtime friendships 
are anchored in Ital-
ian-American tradi-
tion.

When the �nal 
frames were played on 
�ursday, April 16, one 
team cemented their 
status as a local dynas-
ty. �e Four Horse-
men (John Liberto, Joe 
Mazze�e, Frank Pisci-
otta Jr, Louie Pisciotta) 
captured their third 
consecutive league 

championship, riding 
a wave of momentum 
to �nish at the top of 
a competitive �eld. 
�ey were followed by 
second-place �nishers 
Breaka U Balls, with La 
Dolce Vita and Lucky 
13 taking third and 
fourth place, respec-
tively.

For those unfamiliar 
with the sport, bocce 
is a traditional Italian 
bowling game that bal-
ances precision with 
strategy. Players or 
teams compete to toss 
their larger, weighted 
balls as close as possible 
to a smaller target ball 
known as the pallino 
(or “the bullet”). Points 
are awarded based on 
proximity, o�en lead-
ing to dramatic �nishes 
that require the referees 
to break out the mea-
suring tape.

�e competitive en-
ergy at the club didn’t 
end with the league 
trophy. For the second 

year in a row, the ven-
ue played host to the 
F.A.C.E. Bocce Tour-
nament, organized by 
local advocate John 
Liberto. �is year’s 
event drew competitors 
from across the coun-
try—including teams 
from Chicago and New 
York—proving that 
Northeast is becoming 
a premier destination 
for the sport.

More than just a 
game, the F.A.C.E. 
Tournament serves a 
vital community mis-
sion. As a fundraiser 
to support autistic chil-
dren, the proceeds help 
provide access to swim-
ming lessons at the 
YMCA. �ese lessons 
do more than teach a 

sport; they build con-
�dence, improve safe-
ty, and provide lifelong 
skills for local families. 
Under Liberto’s leader-
ship, the tournament 
stands as a powerful 
reminder of how a sim-
ple game of bocce can 
unite a community for 
a greater cause.

Founded in 1965, 
the American Sons of 
Columbus continues 
to be a cultural anchor 
for Kansas City, wheth-
er hosting the annual 
St. Joseph’s Table or 
crowning a new set 
of champions on the 
court.

While the spring sea-
son has concluded, the 
courts won’t stay quiet 
for long. If you are in-

terested in joining the 
community or testing 
your aim, the bocce 
leagues are scheduled 

to return this coming 
August. Until then, the 
Four Horsemen remain 
the team to beat.

From April 24-26, teams competed in the 

F.A.C.E. Bocce Tournament to raise money for 

autistic children. Photo by Bryan Stalder

Bocce Excellence and Charity at Sons of Columbus


