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Dear Northeast News readers;

The coffee steams on morning porches,
As neighbors walk the familiar street,
While we capture every story—
The bitter news, the bittersweet.
From the council hall to the high school Åeld,
We’re the mirror of all you do,
A paper built on the local soil,
Written for, and by, you.

But the ink requires a helping hand,
To keep these pages bright and clear,
We don’t rely on distant boards,
But the people who live right here.
We’re a labor of love and community trust,
A voice that refuses to fade,
But we grow through the kindness of our friends,
And the small foundations they’ve laid.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Wednesday, March 18- Community Updates and Listening Session, 6 p.m., Northeast Chamber of Commerce, 
2657 Independence Blvd. This session will focus on community concerns as the Kansas City Psychiatric Hospital at Belvi-
dere Park (Independence & The Paseo) readies to begin construction. Representatives from University Health, Missouri 
Department of Mental Health and Missouri Office of Administration will provide information and answer questions.

Wednesday, March 18- One of the Good Ones, 2 p.m., North-East Branch Library, 6000 Wilson Ave. Kansas 
City Repertory Theater presents a performance of this comedy that focuses on the ups and downs of family dynamics.  
For ages 13+, free performance provided through the KC Rep for All initiative.

Wednesday, March 18- Homework Club at PH Coffee, 2200 Lexington Ave, from 4 p.m.to 5 p.m. followed by 
Teen Club from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Wednesday, March 18- KCPS School Board “On the Road”, 6:30 p.m., Northeast High School Gymnasium, 415 
van Brunt Blvd. The Kansas City Public School Board will hold its March meeting at Northeast High School. Alumni, 
students and community members are invited to attend.

Wednesday, March 18- Community Updates and Listening Session, 6 p.m., Northeast Chamber of Commerce, 
2657 Independence Blvd. This session will focus on community concerns as the Kansas City Psychiatric Hospital at Belvi-
dere Park (Independence & The Paseo) readies to begin construction. Representatives from University Health, Missouri 
Department of Mental Health and Missouri Office of Administration will provide information and answer questions.

Wednesday, March 18 & Thursday, March 19- Feast of St. Joseph, various times, Holy Rosary (911 
E. Missouri) Holy Cross (5106 St. John Ave.) St. Anthony (300 Benton Blvd.) This celebration of the Feast Day of St. 
Joseph includes Table blessing and viewing, mass services, Pasta Milanesse dinner and cookie sales. Check www.
northeastnews.net for a complete listing.

Thursday, March 19- Art Club, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., North- East Branch Library, 6000 Wilson Ave.
Come paint, draw, craft and create something new. For ages 5 to 12, free.

Friday, March 20- St. Anthony’s Parish Lenten Fish Dinner, 5 to 7 p.m., 3208 Lexington Ave.(St. Joseph Hall) 
Observe Lent with some tasty fish tacos for $12, includes drink, or a slice of cheese pizza for $5, includes drink. Meals 
will be available every Friday during Lent.

Friday, March 20- Knights of Columbus Lenten Fish Fry, 6 to 9 p.m., Holy Cross Catholic Church, 5106 St. John 
Ave. Every Friday during Lent, serving 2 Tilapia filet, french fries, salad ($15), 3 fish taco lettuce & tomato ($10) or 
whole Tilapia (fried), fries, salad ($15). All plates include drink, dessert also available. For advance carry out orders 
call 816-305-4417.

Saturday, March 21- Noche de juegos (Game Night), 1 to 3 p.m., North-East Branch Library, 6000 Wilson Ave. 
Stop by the library for an afternoon of fun, bring your friends or come make new ones. For adults, free.

Tuesday, March 24- Gran Noche de Loteria, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m., North-East Branch Library, 6000 Wilson Ave. 
Come play this traditional Mexican matching game for fun and prizes, fun for the whole family. Free.

Haiku by Sam Crowley
Haiku poetry
So wonderful and magic
Short but oh so sweet

Poem by Kiki Swift
It’s �nally time and spring arrives
The trees burst forth in blooms.
Robins hop across green lawns
And birds sing happy tunes.

The sun is out
The weather warm
But then old winter reaches out
For one last icy taste.

How could it drop so very fast
From eighty down to ten?
With hail and rain and cloudy skies -
I want spring back again!

Want to go to Planet Comicon?  

Show us your inner nerd!

We’re giving away six pairs of tickets to 
Planet Comicon to our readers with the 
most creative entries.

Here’s how to enter:

1. Option 1 (The Scribe): Write a short 
poem (20 lines or less) about your favorite 
comic book, sci-�, or fantasy character or 
universe.

2. Option 2 (The Artist): Draw a picture 
of your favorite character or a scene from a 
beloved nerd culture universe.

How to enter: Send poems or artwork to 
northeastbuzz@gmail.com, or reply to our 
contest announcement on Facebook, which 
was posted Monday, March 16, with your 
poem or artwork. The deadline to enter is 
Tuesday, March 24 at 11:59 p.m.

We will select six winners and post the 
winning creations on Thursday, March 26.

Good luck, Northeast! We can’t wait to see 
your creativity!
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Bryan Stalder

Contributor

Kansas City has lost 
one of its most cher-
ished creative spirits. 
Joe Pace, beloved cus-
tom car builder, maker 
of iconic movie repli-
ca cars, and longtime 
�xture of Northeast, 
passed away on Sun-
day, March 1 — leaving 
behind a legacy cele-
brated by friends, fans, 
and car lovers across 
the country.

Joe was more than a 
builder — he was a sto-
ryteller who brought 
imagination to life 
through metal, paint, 
and sheer determina-
tion. From his body 
shop on the corner of 
Independence Ave-

nue and Monroe, Joe 
built some of the most 
memorable replicas 
of beloved Hollywood 
vehicles, including the 
Back to the Future De-
Lorean Time Machine 

and the Ghostbusters 
Ecto-1. �ese rolling 
works of art didn’t just 
look the part — they 
captured the wonder of 
the movies themselves 
and sparked joy in gen-
erations of fans.

His lifelong passion 
for cars began in child-
hood, nurtured by 
family and communi-
ty. As a young man he 
learned the trade ear-
ly, eventually opening 
Pace’s Body Shop on 
Independence Avenue 
in 1978 — a local hub 
where cra�smanship 
met creativity. It was 
here that Joe began 
transforming everyday 
vehicles into unforget-
table icons of pop cul-
ture. �rough count-
less hours of labor, 

creativity, and heart, he 
became known not just 
for what he built, but 
for how he made peo-
ple feel.

�ose “movie cars” 
weren’t just projects 
— they were beloved 
neighborhood �xtures. 
For years, families 
visiting Scare-It Hal-
loween and other city 
events would line up to 
see Joe’s creations, talk 
with him, and share 
in the fun that came 
with his work. His cars 
toured shows, conven-
tions, and even landed 
on permanent display 
at the Celebrity Car 
Museum in Branson, 
Missouri — testaments 
to his talent and the 
impact his work had 
beyond Kansas City. 

Remembering Joe Pace — A Kansas 

City Legend and Creator of Dreams

Joe Pace stopped by the Northeast News 

of�ce in 2021 to pick up some copies of our 

newspaper featuring a story about him. 

Photo by Bryan Stalder

Joe Pace poses with as actor dressed as “Doc” Brown next  
to a replica of the DeLorean Time Machine that Joe Pace built.

Photo submitted by Joe Pace

Friends and fellow 
builders remember Joe 
not just as an excep-
tional cra�sman, but 
as a warm, generous, 
unmistakable presence 
in the car communi-
ty. Tributes �ooding 
in on social media de-
scribe him as a mentor, 
a friend, and an inspi-
ration to anyone who 
ever dreamed of turn-
ing passion into some-
thing real and shared. 

Earlier memories — 
including a visit to the 
Northeast News o�ces 
in 2022 when we revis-
ited his story — cap-
ture Joe’s boundless en-
thusiasm and humility. 
Even as he faced health 
challenges in recent 
years, his love for con-
nection and creativity 
never wavered. 

Joe Pace built cars 
that took people back 
in time, but more im-

portantly, he touched 
lives in the present 
— sparking curiosity, 
smiles, and memory af-
ter memory. His spirit 
will live on in every en-
gine rev, every gleam-
ing hood, and every 
child wide-eyed at the 
sight of something ex-
traordinary on wheels.

He will be deeply 
missed, and fondly re-
membered by all who 
knew him and admired 
his work. 

A Celebration of Life 
for Pace will be held 
on Saturday, March 28 
from 5 p.m.-9 p.m. at 
the Boulevard Drive-In 
�eater, 1051 Merriam 
Lane, in Kansas City, 
KS. Attendees are en-
couraged to bring their 
hot rods, motorcycles, 
and custom cars to cel-
ebrate… exactly the way 
Pace would have wanted 
to be remembered.
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Bryan Stalder

Contributor

A new neighbor-
hood restaurant is al-
ready �nding its foot-
ing in Kansas City’s 
historic Northeast.

A�er months of an-
ticipation, Dear Don-
na, 549 Gillis St, held 
its so� opening week-
end in Columbus Park 
between �ursday, 
March 5 and Sunday, 
March 8., and the re-
sponse from the com-
munity was immedi-
ate: a full dining room, 
a steady line out the 
door, and a sense that 
the neighborhood’s 
newest gathering 
place had already be-
gun to feel like home. 
Helen Jo and Johnny 
Leach have partnered 
with Sondy Bojanic 
to bring Dear Donna 
to the Columbus Park 
community.

“�e neighborhood 
�lled up our dining 
room,” Bojanic said. 
“It was bustling, jovial 
and emotional to see 
people gathered and 
having a good time.”

Opening weekend 
brought out a wide 
mix of neighbors, 
including longtime 
regulars from Hap-
py Gillis, the popular 
restaurant which pre-
viously occupied the 
space. Many of those 
customers stopped in 

to see what this new 
restaurant o�ered.

Community sup-
port was clear from 
the start. �e owners 
said it was especially 
meaningful to be wel-
comed by longtime 
neighborhood �gure 
Jo Marie — o�en af-
fectionately referred 
to as the “mayor” of 
Columbus Park — 
whose family once ran 
Chee-Bay’s, a beloved 
soda fountain and 
grocer that operated 
in the building many 
decades ago.

“It means a lot to 
be welcomed,” Leach 
said.

One moment from 
the so� opening that 
will likely be remem-
bered for years? �e 
City health inspector, 
arriving just ten min-
utes a�er the doors 
opened — right as a 
large crowd formed 
outside.

“All went well across 
both fronts,” Bojanic 
told us.

�ough the kitch-
en is intentionally 
small, the early menu 
is already drawing en-
thusiastic reactions. 
Among the most pop-
ular items so far are 
their egg sandwiches 
and the fried chicken 
Dutch baby served 
with hot buttered ma-
ple syrup. Leach is also 
encouraging guests 

not to overlook some 
of the quieter stars of 
the menu.

“We put a lot of love 
into our salads,” she 
told us, adding that 
desserts are another 
highlight.

Dear Donna plans 
to keep its menu fo-
cused, due to the lim-
ited kitchen space, but 
expects seasonal evo-
lution. A rotating veg-
etarian soup option 
will also keep things 
fresh for returning 
diners.

While the restaurant 
won’t feature a full bar, 
the beverage program 
is designed to comple-
ment the food. Guests 
can expect a curat-
ed list that includes 
wine by the glass, a 
small beer selection, 
mimosas and Bloody 
Marys. One standout 
will be the restaurant’s 
Bloody Mary, made 
with house-made 
giardiniera as a nod 
to the area’s historic 
Italian community. 
Co�ee was also care-
fully considered. Dear 
Donna partnered with 
Broadway Roasting 
Company to develop 
an exclusive house 
blend.

“We are as inten-
tional about our 
drinks menu as our 
food,” Leach said.

Dear Donna’s con-
nection to the com-

munity runs deeper 
than its location. �e 
owners live nearby in 
Pendleton Heights, 
just a short distance 
away. �at proximity 
helped shape every-
thing from the restau-
rant’s service style to 
its interior design.

“Keeping it friend-
ly and human,” they 
said, was a guiding 
principle.

�e restaurant has 
already hired some 
immediate neighbors, 
and the team hopes 
to build a workplace 
where sta� members 
stay long-term.

“We want to be 
someone’s work home 
for a long time,” they 
said.

�e owners say their 
biggest goal is for 
Dear Donna to be-
come a natural gather-
ing place for residents 
across Northeast 
and Columbus Park 
neighborhoods.

“We want to feel 
like a neighbor to 
our direct geographic 
neighbors and the rest 
of the city,” they said.

Even during the so� 
opening, they noticed 
something encourag-
ing: people returning 
multiple days in a row. 
Opening week also 
reinforced something 
they already suspect-
ed about the North-
east community.

“�ese are neigh-
bors you can count 
on,” Leach said.

�e long-term vi-
sion for Dear Donna 
is simple but mean-
ingful.If everything 
goes according to 
plan, a year from now 
the owners hope the 
restaurant will be “a 
beloved neighbor-

hood ritual.” More 
than anything, they 
want guests to feel 
comfortable lingering 
over co�ee, meals and 
conversation.

“�is is a place that 
feels like home,” they 
said. “And a place 
where people want to 
spend their time.”

Columbus Park Eatery’s Soft Opening Draws Crowds, Warm Welcome 

Crowds �lled the dining room at  
Dear Donna early Saturday morning  

on March 14. Photos by Bryan Stalder

A bouquet of �owers adorns the  
window sill facing Paci�c St. 
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Bryan Stalder

Contributor

For the �rst time in 
its history, students 
at Scuola Vita Nuova 
Charter School had a 
team to cheer for this 
winter.

�e school’s new-
ly-formed girls bas-
ketball team recently 
wrapped up its inau-
gural season—marking 
the �rst athletic pro-
gram ever launched at 
the Northeast Kansas 
City charter school. 
While the team spent 
much of the season 
learning the funda-
mentals of the game, 
players, coaches, and 
school leaders say the 
impact went far be-
yond the scoreboard.

Coach Nacho Gar-
rido said building the 
program from scratch 
meant starting at 
square one.

“None of them had 
prior basketball expe-
rience, and none had 
ever been part of a 
sports team,” Garrido 
said. “From explaining 
the rules of the game 
and the layout of the 
court to teaching fun-
damental skills, ev-
erything was new. �e 
greatest reward has 
been seeing their im-
provement week a�er 
week.”

Without previous 
teams to model them-
selves a�er, Garrido 
said the players created 
their own culture—one 
built around encour-

SVN girls compete in their �rst ever basketball season. 
Photo submitted by Scuola Vita Nuova

SVN girls basketball team. 
Photo submitted by Scuola Vita Nuova

“Starting a tradition” — Scuola Vita Nuova Girls Basketball Team 

Makes School History in First-Ever Season

agement and team-
work.

“�e team truly be-
came like a second 
family,” he said. “�ey 
embraced each other 
and encouraged each 
other to get better.”

School leaders say 
the new program has 

also transformed the 
atmosphere at the 
school. Principal Jes-
sica DiGiovanni said 
games quickly became 
community events, 
with families, teachers 
and classmates �lling 
the stands.

“�e school spirit 
has been amazing,” Di-
Giovanni said. “From 
handmade posters to 
chants and cheers, the 
SVN Warrior pride 
at each game was un-
matched.”

For the players them-
selves, the season car-
ried special meaning. 
As eighth grader Maria 
Sandoval Gomez not-
ed, the team will always 
hold a unique place in 
school history.

“It feels really special 
to know that we were 
the �rst basketball team 
in SVN history,” Go-
mez said. “Our names 

will always be remem-
bered as the ones who 
started it.”

Fellow eighth grader 
Lesslie Alcaraz said the 
team’s biggest improve-
ment came in how they 
learned to work togeth-
er.

“Looking back at 
our �rst practice, I see 
the most improvement 
in the way we worked 
together to learn new 
things and help each 
other out,” Alcaraz said.

Players say the season 
taught them lessons in 
con�dence, discipline 
and perseverance. Even 
during di�cult games, 
the team focused on 
supporting one anoth-
er.

“One moment I felt 
really proud was when 
we supported each 
other during a tough 
game,” Gomez said. 
“Even when the score 

wasn’t in our favor, ev-
eryone kept encourag-
ing each other.”

School leaders say 
the success of the �rst 
season has already 
sparked plans for the 
future. DiGiovanni 
said launching athlet-
ics has been a goal for 
years, and the response 
from students and fam-
ilies has reinforced the 
value of expanding op-
portunities.

“�e success of our 
�rst basketball season 
has given us the con-
�dence to keep build-
ing,” she said.

For the players who 
started it all, the mes-
sage to future teams is 
simple.

“Work hard, sup-
port each other, and 
have fun,” Gomez said. 
“Being part of the �rst 
team means starting a 
tradition.”
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Dr. Adrienne B. 
Haynes, Esq., 
Contributor

When you start a 
limited liability com-
pany, most states will 
require the prepara-
tion of an operating 
agreement. An oper-
ating agreement is an 
internal document 
that outlines the legal-
ities around business 
ownership, includ-
ing equity divisions, 
management, deci-
sion making, and exit 
provisions. Missouri 
requires that limited 
liability companies 
create an operating 
agreement to address 
“the conduct of the 
business and a�airs 
of the limited liabili-
ty company, its rights 
and powers, and the 
rights, powers and 
duties of its members, 
managers, agents or 
employees.” (RSMo 
§347.081)

In the operating 
agreement, the provi-
sions should respond 
to your state’s corpo-
rate laws and ensure 
that key information 
is not only document-
ed in your mental 
hard drive as a found-
er or leadership team. 
Some of these key de-
cisions include:
• Who owns the 
business?

• What is the busi-
ness purpose and 
primary activity? 

• How are decisions 
made as a leader or 
leadership team?

• How and when can 
owners take money 
out of the business?

• How are new own-
ers brought in?

• How can owners 
transition out? What 
happens if there 
needs to be a vote 
out or removal of a 
partner?

• What happens 
to one’s ownership 
stake in the case of 
disability, divorce, or 
death?

• Who is the ap-
pointed “winding up 
person”?

• How will tax obli-
gations be managed? 

Whether the busi-
ness is owned by one 
person or several, 
taking the time to 
develop an operating 
agreement gives the 
founders time to con-
sider important busi-
ness decisions and de-
tails, and to put them 
in writing. �is pro-
cess minimizes the 

guess work in con�ict, 
making it easier to 
make, grow, and have 
trust in the relation-
ship. �is is also why 
it’s important to work 
with legal counsel to 
ensure your wishes 
are properly re�ected. 
Many early entrepre-
neurs �nd operating 
agreements online, 
only to �nd that their 
key document is writ-
ten for another state’s 
laws, allows business 
conduct they would 
prefer to prohibit, or 
is silent about im-
portant legal rights or 
obligations. Without 
a customized docu-
ment, in the case of 
triggering events, the 
law may dictate how 
your �nal business 
decisions are made 
through statutory de-
faults.

An operating agree-
ment is a guiding 
document for major 
decisions between 
business owners and 
includes business 
owner preferences 
when they may be 
unable to communi-
cate their �nal wish-
es. When you start a 
business, it’s also the 
right time to consid-
er succession and exit 
planning scenarios 
and appropriate doc-
umentation. 

Once you get your 

operating agreement 
prepared, please sign 
it! You’d be surprised 
how many business-
es pay for good legal 
counsel, only to leave 
the long-negotiated 
agreement without 
the necessary signa-
tures. Not SEED Law 
clients, of course. 
Lastly, even when you 
have all of your “i’s 
dotted and t’s crossed”, 
it’s important to have 
all of your business 
agreements reviewed 
every 2–3 years to en-
sure that they are still 
consistent with the 
law and with the way 
you want to do busi-
ness.

�e next SEED Law 
workshop, Contracts 
in Your Business, will 
be hosted on Wednes-
day, April 8th from 
12-1 pm on Zoom. 
A business is only 
as strong as its rela-
tionships, and those 
relationship details 
should be document-
ed in writing. �is 
session will provide 
owners with a legal 
perspective on how 
to plan, review and 
prepare the key doc-
uments for your busi-
ness, including gov-
erning documents, 
vendor agreements, 
team contracts and 
more. Looking ahead, 
the next workshop, 

Recruiting and Hir-
ing Considerations, 
will take place on 
Wednesday, May 6th 
from 12-1 pm on 
Zoom. To register for 
free and see the full 
list of virtual and in 
person events, please 
visit https://showme-
network.org/calen-
dar/

�is article is an 
overview of forma-
tion decisions, includ-
ing governing doc-
umentation and key 
terms, and does not 
cover every legal right 
or obligation, consid-
eration, exception, 
or restriction. �ese 
documentations and 
decisions are com-
plex and should be 
well researched and 
discussed with a legal 
professional before 
being made.

--

�anks for reading!
My name is Dr. 

Adrienne B. Haynes 
and I’m an entrepre-
neur and attorney 
based here in Kansas 
City. My law �rm, 
SEED Law, has been 
partnering with busi-
ness owners across 
the Northeast and 
the city for almost 11 
years. I loved living in 

the Northeast and I 
was fortunate to serve 
as an Entrepreneur 
in Residence for the 
Kau�man Foundation 
in 2017. Together with 
a dedicated group of 
Northeast residents 
and leaders, we ex-
plored a community 
designed innovation 
district pilot program. 
I was able to present 
this work during a 
TEDxUMKC Talk on 
Community Innova-
tion Design in 2020.

Over the next few 
weeks, I’ll be con-
tributing articles and 
resources on small 
business and estate 
planning legal consid-
erations. If you have 
questions, please reach 
out directly at adri-
enne@seed.legal.

Key Provisions for Your LLC Operating Agreement 



8 March 18, 2026  •  www.northeastnews.net

Core Coff ee & 

              

Last week’s  
Independence Avenue 
Community  Improvement 
District 4-Corners Community 
Call

3239 Independence Ave

              

EXPLORE  �  D ISC OVER  �  EXPER I EN

Coff ee With a Mission: 
Eleos Coff ee House
3401 Independence Ave

For more than a decade, Eleos 
Coff ee House has been quietly 
serving more than just coff ee 
along Independence Avenue. 

Founded as part of Eleos 
Ministries, the café was created 

with a simple goal: bring people 
together over great coff ee while 

serving the surrounding community. 

The nonprofi t coff ee house roasts and serves 
specialty drinks, pastries, breakfast and lunch 
items, while also off ering a welcoming gathering 
space in the Historic Northeast.

But what makes Eleos distinctive isn’t only what’s 
on the menu—it’s the mission behind it. The café 
intentionally located itself in the neighborhood 
to build relationships and provide opportunities 
for service and outreach. Over the years, it has 
become a familiar stop for neighbors grabbing a 
morning latte, meeting friends for lunch, or simply 
enjoying a quiet place to sit.

Inside, the atmosphere refl ects that purpose: 
warm, friendly, and community-oriented. Regulars 
know the shop as a place where conversations 
are easy to strike up and where the baristas often 
know customers by name.

With a decade of service behind it, Eleos remains 
a staple along Independence Avenue—proof that a 
neighborhood coff ee shop can be both a café and 
a community hub.

This information is provided for you through the Independence Avenue CID (Community Improvement District) the Northeast Kansas City Chamber Of Commerce, and the Northeast News
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More than just coff ee on Independence Avenue

Eleos Coff ee 
HouseA Neighborhood Gathering 

Spot: Core Coff ee & Eatery
546 Olive St

Tucked just off  Independence 
Avenue in the Pendleton Heights 

neighborhood, Core Coff ee & Eatery 
has built its reputation as a welcoming 

place where strangers quickly become 
friends.

Owners Eric and Deana Bellamaganya took over the 
space after the closure of Splitlog Coff ee, continuing 
the tradition of neighborhood hospitality while 
putting their own stamp on the café. Today, Core has 
become a cozy gathering spot for residents looking 
for good coff ee and a relaxed place to connect.

The menu goes beyond espresso drinks. Customers 
can fi nd hearty breakfast items and light lunch 
options, including favorites like avocado toast 
and vegan tacos. The café also off ers pastries and 
sandwiches alongside its coff ee and tea selections.

And there’s more on the horizon. The owners say 
they are working to expand their off erings with a 
new brunch menu in the near future. They also hope 
to obtain a liquor permit that would allow them to 
pair brunch dishes with classic breakfast cocktails.

With its welcoming vibe and evolving menu, Core 
Coff ee continues to build on its roots—serving as 
both a café and a neighborhood meeting place in 
the heart of the Northeast.
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Core Coff ee & 
Eatery Vegan Tacos

FOUR CORNERSFOUR CORNERS
  COMMUNITY CALLCOMMUNITY CALL

Last week’s  
Independence Avenue 
Community  Improvement 
District 4-Corners Community 
Call was at 
Huda Food located at 
3239 Independence Ave

JOIN US THIS FRIDAY AT 3PM FOR 
OUR 4 CORNERS COMMUNITY CALL

VER  �  EXPER I EN CE

Coff ee With a Mission: 
Eleos Coff ee House

For more than a decade, Eleos 
Coff ee House has been quietly 
serving more than just coff ee 
along Independence Avenue. 

Founded as part of Eleos 
Ministries, the café was created 

with a simple goal: bring people 
together over great coff ee while 

serving the surrounding community. 

The nonprofi t coff ee house roasts and serves 
specialty drinks, pastries, breakfast and lunch 
items, while also off ering a welcoming gathering 
space in the Historic Northeast.

But what makes Eleos distinctive isn’t only what’s 
on the menu—it’s the mission behind it. The café 
intentionally located itself in the neighborhood 
to build relationships and provide opportunities 
for service and outreach. Over the years, it has 
become a familiar stop for neighbors grabbing a 
morning latte, meeting friends for lunch, or simply 
enjoying a quiet place to sit.

Inside, the atmosphere refl ects that purpose: 
warm, friendly, and community-oriented. Regulars 
know the shop as a place where conversations 
are easy to strike up and where the baristas often 
know customers by name.

With a decade of service behind it, Eleos remains 
a staple along Independence Avenue—proof that a 
neighborhood coff ee shop can be both a café and 
a community hub.

venue CID (Community Improvement District) the Northeast Kansas City Chamber Of Commerce, and the Northeast News
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For more information, visit www.nekcchamber.com

Premium Wireless
2321 Independence Ave

More than just coff ee on Independence Avenue

Eleos Coff ee 
House
Latte

A Neighborhood Gathering 
Spot: Core Coff ee & Eatery
546 Olive St

Tucked just off  Independence 
Avenue in the Pendleton Heights 

neighborhood, Core Coff ee & Eatery 
has built its reputation as a welcoming 

place where strangers quickly become 
friends.

Owners Eric and Deana Bellamaganya took over the 
space after the closure of Splitlog Coff ee, continuing 
the tradition of neighborhood hospitality while 
putting their own stamp on the café. Today, Core has 
become a cozy gathering spot for residents looking 
for good coff ee and a relaxed place to connect.

The menu goes beyond espresso drinks. Customers 
can fi nd hearty breakfast items and light lunch 
options, including favorites like avocado toast 
and vegan tacos. The café also off ers pastries and 
sandwiches alongside its coff ee and tea selections.

And there’s more on the horizon. The owners say 
they are working to expand their off erings with a 
new brunch menu in the near future. They also hope 
to obtain a liquor permit that would allow them to 
pair brunch dishes with classic breakfast cocktails.

With its welcoming vibe and evolving menu, Core 
Coff ee continues to build on its roots—serving as 
both a café and a neighborhood meeting place in 
the heart of the Northeast.
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Gary Goebel,

Certi�ed Property 

Manager

If you want to un-
derstand the real estate 
market in Kansas City, 
you do not have to look 
far. A walk down al-
most any block in the 
Historic Northeast tells 
the story. Our neighbor-
hoods are still �lled with 
early 20th-century sin-
gle-family homes built 
for working families. 
At a time when housing 
costs across the met-
ro continue to climb, 
that makes the Historic 
Northeast one of the few 
places where homeown-
ership remains within 
reach for many buyers.

Recent housing data 
shows the median home 
price in 64123 is rough-
ly $150,000, while the 
median in 64124 is 
about $180,000. �ose 
numbers re�ect the 
neighborhood’s historic 

housing stock and also 
explain why the area 
continues to attract both 
�rst-time buyers and in-
vestors looking for long-
term opportunities.

For much of the past 
decade, there has been 
a persistent shortage of 
a�ordable single-fam-
ily homes across the 
country, and that trend 
does not appear likely to 
change soon.

Construction costs 
remain high, and most 
new homes being built 
in the metro area are 
priced well above what 
many working families 
can a�ord. As a result, 
older neighborhoods 
like Northeast contin-
ue to play an import-
ant role in the regional 
housing market.

Of course, a�ord-
ability is not just about 
the purchase price of a 
home. Monthly costs—
utilities, insurance, tax-

es and maintenance—
can make just as much 
di�erence.

Many homes in the 
Historic Northeast are 
more than 100 years 
old. While that gives 
the neighborhood much 
of its character, it can 
also mean higher heat-
ing and cooling costs. 
When energy prices 
rise, the impact is o�en 
felt quickly by house-
holds already managing 
tight budgets.

�at fact is one rea-
son it is important for 
communities to pay at-
tention to infrastructure 
and energy issues. One 
emerging topic nation-
ally is the rapid growth 
of large data centers 
used by the arti�cial 
intelligence industry. 
�ese facilities require 
enormous amounts of 
electricity and water 
to operate. While the 
technology sector can 

bring economic growth, 
communities will need 
to carefully consider 
how these projects a�ect 
long-term utility costs 
and infrastructure de-
mand.

Kansas City’s central 
location has long made 
it a hub for transporta-
tion and distribution, 
and warehouses remain 
a major driver of the re-
gional economy.

Companies such as 
Amazon, UPS, and Fe-
dEx rely on transporta-
tion networks that move 
through the Midwest. 
When fuel prices rise, 
those industries some-
times slow expansion or 
adjust operations, which 
can in�uence demand 
for warehouse space and 
industrial real estate.

Congress is current-
ly considering hous-
ing legislation aimed at 
addressing supply and 
a�ordability, largely 

through incentives for 
additional residential 
development. Whether 
those policies will sig-
ni�cantly a�ect housing 
supply remains to be 
seen.

For individuals inter-
ested in real estate in-
vestment but not ready 
to purchase property 
directly, another option 
sometimes discussed by 
�nancial advisors is a 
Real Estate Investment 
Trust, or REIT. �ese 
allow investors to pur-
chase shares in portfo-
lios of real estate assets, 
o�en with relatively 
small initial invest-
ments.

Meanwhile, many ex-
perienced investors who 
already own industri-
al, retail or mixed-use 
properties may simply 
choose to hold those 
properties as long as 
their markets remain 
stable.

Real estate is shaped 
by many factors—hous-
ing supply, wages, inter-
est rates, transportation 
costs and even global 
events that a�ect energy 
markets.

For residents of 
Northeast, one point re-
mains clear: the Historic 
Northeast continues to 
play an important role 
in providing attainable 
homeownership within 
the Kansas City metro. 
Protecting that oppor-
tunity while encourag-
ing reinvestment in the 
neighborhood’s historic 
housing stock will re-
main an important issue 
in the years ahead.

Real Estate Outlook: What Current 
Trends Mean for Northeast

Dorri Partain

Managing Editor

We’ve all done it at one 

time or another- rushed 

out the door and le� our 

cellphone behind, leav-

ing us unconnected and 

inconvenienced. No way 

to call or text, let alone 

entertain ourselves by 

taking photos or watch-

ing videos. In that one 

moment, when you re-

alize you’re phoneless, 

you panic- that conve-

nience of always being 

able to communicate is 

momentarily gone and 

your thoughts immedi-

ately ask, “Now what do 

I do?”

In my latest instance 

of this scenario, it was 

important for me to 

be able to call home 

as soon as I arrived at 

my destination- but I 

couldn’t. Decades ago, 

this wouldn’t have been 

a problem. I wouldn’t 

be dependent on a cell-

phone, making sure the 

battery was charged or 

if I had service bars.  I 

would simply �nd a 

public payphone and 

make a call- there's a 

whole generation of us 

that remember a life 

sans cellphones.

With the popularity of 

cellphones and the in-

creasing amount of fea-

tures and conveniences 

they provide, the pay 

telephone has virtually 

become obsolete. With 

the cost to maintain a 

device that increasing-

ly saw little use by the 

public, phone booths 

were removed or at least 

stripped of their equip-

ment, leaving behind 

odd relics to the days of 

yore.

In the early days of 

telephony, phones were 

devised for home or 

business usage. But just 

as today, travelers found 

that having a telephone 

accessible to make a call 

would be a highly con-

venient option. Inventor 

William Gray devised 

and patented the �rst 

pay telephone in 1889. 

His Coin Controlled Ap-

paratus for Telephones 

The Inconvenience of Connected Convenience

Continued on 

page 12
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Daisy Garcia Montoya

Education Reporter 

When people think 
about civic engage-
ment, more o�en than 
not, voting is the �rst 
set of actions that may 
come to mind. De�n-
ing and exploring all 
the ins and outs of civic 
engagement is exactly 
what local organization 
Revolucion Educativa 
(RevEd) sought to do 
and as a result created a 
new series on local civic 
power. �is series aims 
for participants to have 
an opportunity to learn 
about how local govern-
ment works and speak 
with elected o�cials. 

For its �rst event in 
the series: Local Civic 
Power 101, attendees 
arrived at RevEd (2301 
Lexington Avenue) on 
March 6th, to hear an 
overview of di�erent 
local government op-

erations from featured 
panelists. 

“When you don’t 
know the system, the 
system forgets about 
you. We expect people 
to take action, to run 
for something, to take 
leadership, but really, 
we don’t teach ourselves 
how the system works, 
so that’s why we are 
here tonight,” said Ivan 
Ramirez, Director of 
Digital Experiences at 
RevEd.

 “Tonight, we’ll learn 
about what it takes to be 
in city government, in 
the county legislature, 
and also in the school 
board and I am excited 
to get started, to give a 
voice to those who are 
in leadership now and 
hopefully you, by listen-
ing, will be inspired to 
be involved or hopeful-
ly learn on how you can 
grow in the future.”

�is event was struc-

tured as an interactive 
learning experience led 
by Deanna Munoz, in a 
Q&A style for panelists 
and followed by small 
group discussions. Pan-
elists featured elected 
o�cials, local govern-
ment sta�, board mem-
bers, and individuals 
with previous or current 
campaign experience. 

Featured panelists in-
cluded: 
• Reid Day: Chief of Sta� 

for Mayor Quinton Lucas 

• Manny Albarca: Jackson 

County Legislature 

Chairman 

• Rebeca Amezcua-Ho-

gan: Candidate for City 

Council (4th In-District) 

• Crispin Rea: Council-

man (4th District-at-

Large)

• Davin Gordon: Small 

Business Task Force 

Appointee 

• Tricia McGhee: Kan-

sas City Public Schools, 

School Board member 

(Sub-district 3)

• Pat Contreras: For-
mer U.S. Diplomat

Mayor Lucas’s Chief 
of Sta� Reid Day 
opened the discussion 
by explaining the may-
or-council- manager 
form of government, 
detailed the roles of the 
mayor, council mem-
bers and the city man-
ager’s o�ce. 

In Kansas City, Mis-
souri, the mayor and 
council members set 
the policy while the city 
manager handles ad-
ministrative tasks and 
oversees the depart-
ment’s day-to-day op-
erations such as street 
plowing and trash pick 
up. On the other hand, 
the council focuses on 
setting policy, negoti-
ating deals, and autho-
rizing resources. City 
Council meetings also 
include committee dis-
cussions and legislative 

sessions where ordi-
nances and resolutions 
are considered and vot-
ed on. 

When asked how an 
individual can in�uence 
a city-level decision, 
Day said that engaging 
with the city via email, 
attending community 
meetings, or even pro-
viding a public testimo-
ny can make a di�er-
ence. 

“You can email, call, 
text, or show up at City 
Hall. You can give a pub-
lic testimony and share 
your view and opinion.” 
Day said. “It is about 
being accessible so that 
you can come and talk, 
request a meeting and 
share your views.” 

A�er a basic over-
view of city government 
was established, pan-
elists focused on cam-
paigns, elections, and 
leadership. Councilman 
Crispin Rea (4th Dis-

trict-at-Large), candi-
date for Kansas City’s 
4th District-at-Large 
Council seat Rebeca 
Amezcua-Hogan, and 
former U.S. diplomat 
Pat Contreras talked 
about their experiences 
on running a campaign, 
what led them to take 
that leap, and the chal-
lenges behind it. 

“Showing up is the 
�rst step, and all of you 
being here, I want to 
thank you for showing 
up. For me, it’s always 
about making sure that 
communities like mine 
where I grew up have 
a voice at the decision 
making table,” Contre-
ras said. “I wanted to 
make sure that my com-
munity has a shot at the 
same opportunities as 
others, no matter what 
zip code you live in. It 

Continued on 

next page

RevEd Program Brings Civic 
Knowledge to Northeast Participants

Left to right: Reid Day, Pat Contreras, Crispin Rea, Manny Albarca, Rebeca Amezcua-Hogan, Tricia McGhee
Photo by Daisy Garcia Montoya
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A bank of private public payphone booths 
still occupy a space in the lobby of Kansas 
City’s Music Hall, While the phones were 

removed years ago, they remind visitors of 
the history of telephone usage.

Photo by Dorri Partain

is always about being 
engaged, being curious 
and asking the tough 
questions and putting 
yourself out there and 
risking the chance of 
losing.” 

Current candidate 
Amezcua-Hogan said 
that although she never 
pictured herself running 
for o�ce, she began 
to consider it a�er en-
couragement from oth-
ers and said that one of 
the biggest hurdles was 
overcoming her own 
self-imposed barriers. 

“I did have a percep-
tion of what a politician 
looks like and that was 
probably the hardest 
thing that I had to get 
over,” Amezcua-Hogan 
said. “I feel like that’s 
something that I had 

to give myself peace 
and mercy around and 
realize that a regular 
person can do it and I 
do encourage regular 
people to do it. Stick to 
your values and don’t 
just mimic what some-
body else is doing be-
cause you’re not going 
to be successful if you’re 
trying to copy some-
one else, do it your own 
way.” 

As the conversation 
and panelists focused 
on local government, an 
overview of the coun-
ty legislature was also 
provided for further un-
derstanding by Manny 
Abarca, Jackson County 
Chairman. 

Abarca shared more 
insight of one the most 
common complaints 

heard by the coun-
ty: property taxes. Al-
though a topic of interest 
among most tax-payers, 
Abarca shared that ideas 
such as changing collec-
tion dates may not be as 
simple as it may seem, as 
those are state laws and 
budgeting implications 
for the various taxing 
jurisdictions. 

Attendees heard about 
the �nancial impact of 
not paying property tax-
es, the shortfall that can 
occur and the genera-
tional burden it can cre-
ate, and the importance 
of regional leadership.

Davin Gordon, who 
served on the Small 
Business Task Force for 
the City, reminded peo-
ple that there are oth-
er ways to serve your 

community and make 
a di�erence without 
having to run for o�ce.  
�rough the Small Busi-
ness Task Force, Gordon 
along with other ap-
pointees helped create a 
long-term strategic plan 
that would assist the 
long-term goal of ensur-
ing that small business-
es in Kansas City can 
have the support and 
resources from the City 
and continue to grow 
more businesses in our 
community. 

In addition to task 
forces at the City level, 
Tricia McGhee shared 
her experience and in-
volvement as a Kansas 
City Public Schools 
board member and the 
importance of using 
your role to encourage 

engagement from the 
community.

“I really want peo-
ple to feel like if you 
have something that 
you want to share, if 
it’s something you care 
about, bring it up,” Mc-
Ghee said. 

�e featured speakers 
closed out the panel by 
emphasizing the impor-
tance of being involved, 
paying attention to 
what’s going on at a lo-
cal level and encourag-
ing others to learn and 
share their thoughts and 
concerns. 

“Leadership doesn’t 
begin when you win an 
election, it begins when 
you decide to take re-
sponsibility,” Contreras 
said. 

As the event came to a 

close, attendees enjoyed 
dinner and also had the 
opportunity to directly 
ask panelists questions 
over their area of exper-
tise and engage in small 
group conversations.

�e next part of the 
series, Power Moves: 
Power on Tap, will take 
place on April 2nd at 
Public House at PH Cof-
fee Social Gallery (2200 
Lexington Avenue) 
from 5:30-7:30 pm. �is 
session will provide par-
ticipants an additional 
opportunity to speak 
with elected o�cials 
and share concerns. For 
more information on 
how to reserve a free 
spot, visit: 
powerontap.eventbrite.
com  

RevEd Continued from previous page

(US #408,709) was the 

�rst of 20 patents Gray 

devised to improve the 

public payphone, set-

ting o� the installation 

of phones across the 

country, from locations 

in cafes, restaurants, gas 

stations, movie theaters, 

hospitals and more.

Some businesses 

even o�ered “courtesy 

phones” that customers 

could use to make short 

calls at no charge.

Until cellphone tech-

nology took over how 

we communicate, the 

public payphone made 

sure anyone away from 

home could call home 

or call for assistance, at 

one time for as little as a 

dime. �ese days, many 

of us can’t even recall 

the last time we used 

or even saw one, except 

maybe at an antique 

mall.

Progress in technol-

ogy is great, but what 

happens when you need 

a back up communica-

tion plan? Turns out 

that Australian com-

munication provider 

Telstra provides free 

public phones. In 2021, 

instead of removing all 

the payphones, Telstra 

converted them to free 

phones, with several 

offering Wifi hotspots 

as well. This nation-

wide Universal Service 

Framework maintains 

a line of communica-

tion for emergencies, 

during natural disas-

ters or service outages, 

citing that providing 

free service as more 

cost effective than re-

moval and just good 

publicity.

Perhaps Ameri-

can phone companies 

could have been more 

forward thinking, like 

Telstra. While leaving 

a phone behind or mis-

placing a phone only 

causes a temporary loss 

of communication for 

one individual, what if 

something larger hap-

pened and none of our 

expensive devices no 

longer worked? One 

small thing that makes 

me a dinosaur in today's 

world is that, GASP, I 

never disconnected our 

home’s landline. It’s been 

our safety net when bat-

teries are low or service 

is bad and everyone has 

access to it.

With my latest situa-

tion of needing to make 

a call but not having my 

cellphone, the business 

I was patronizing un-

derstood my emergency 

and allowed me to use 

their phone, a landline, 

in a separate room for 

privacy- just like the old 

days. In any emergency, 

I hope that customer 

service always stays a 

constant convenience.

Phones Continued from oage 10
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Next Page: Bonded to Ghosts: The 

Kansas City Home Front is the eighth 
installment of Nadine’s Northeast, a se-
ries that follows the life of Nadine Bur-
nett (née Pulliam), who was born in 1921 
and spent most of her life in Northeast 
Kansas City, where she raised ten chil-
dren amid the city’s rapid changes in the 
20th century. Written by her granddaugh-
ter, Betsy Cochran, these historical �ction 
stories draw from Nadine’s lived experi-
ences, local history, and a little family 
lore. Each installment stands alone while 
weaving into a larger portrait of Nadine’s 
past. For a deeper dive, visit betsyco-
chran.substack.com, where you can sub-
scribe for free or choose a paid plan for 
extended content.

�e rise of the Neigh-
borhood Facebook Page 
has eclipsed the Neigh-
borhood Associations 
in both in�uence and 
tone by having more 
engagement, more in-
�uence, and more vis-
ibility than the o�cial 
neighborhood associ-
ation does.  �is phe-
nomenon is happening 
in the Historic North-
east and it’s important 
to highlight because 
either one can make or 
break a neighborhood.  
Neighborhood Asso-
ciations still have their 
place because a 501c3 
tax status is of utmost 
importance when ap-
plying for grants but 
this makes them pup-
pets with strings lead-
ing directly back to 
Neighborhood Face-
book pages.  Multiple 
residents in both past 
and present leadership 
roles in the Northeast 
recognize this as a prob-
lem but realize without 
a movement from many 
hundreds of residents, 
it is not one that can be 
overcome easily.

Residents need to 
be aware that in many 
cases, the ownership 
of the neighborhood 
Facebook pages – both 
public and private- usu-
ally aren’t the O�cial 
Neighborhood Asso-
ciation.  I have heard 
admins of these pages 

directly state that they 
don’t want to be re-
sponsible to follow the 
rules and would rather 
be “behind the scenes”.  
And for sure, there is 
a lot going on “behind 
the scenes”.  One of my 
hopes as a result of this 
letter is that  residents 
of the Historic North-
east will begin to en-
gage more directly with 
their O�cial Neighbor-
hood Associations, who 
are bound by laws and 
rules. �e admins of the 
Facebook pages are not 
bound to any rules, not 
even their own.  Admins 
of neighborhood pages 
decide what comments/
posts are allowed to be 
seen by their residents 
and their public, and 
they decide what will 
never be seen. �ese de-
cisions cast enormous 
control and in�uence 
over the current and 
future direction of the 
neighborhood and in 
my opinion, can guide 
the neighborhood right 
over Cli� Drive. 

I recently resigned as 
President of the Pendle-
ton Heights Neighbor-
hood Association due 
to an anonymous post 
that appeared to be a 
direct attempt to in�u-
ence an o�cial decision 
of PHNA. �e anony-
mous post was allowed 
to stay up by page ad-
mins, which was a sig-

nal that it was okay to 
anonymously pressure 
the neighborhood asso-
ciation / the president 
of the association on 
a neighborhood page. 
�e other six members 
of the board silently 
condoned the anony-
mous behavior.  I loved 
my neighborhood and 
spent �ve years and 
three months of my 
life in o�cial capacity 
fundraising, educating 
and trying to create 
relationships.  I wrote 
a letter to the public, 
as closure, as a good-
bye, as an apology and 
posted it to the public 
social media page, but 
it was deleted by an ad-
min of the page who is 
not a part of the PHNA 
board.  It was explained 
to me that the Pendle-
ton Heights social me-
dia pages are not for 
“personal statements” 
even though it was a 
letter of the outgoing 
President to the public 
and in my opinion, the 
perfect place to be post-
ed.  Instead, the board 
sent out an email to 
membership informing 
them of my resignation 
in the most generic of 
ways.  Although it was 
sent to PHNA member-
ship, it ignored many 
other entities.  It is im-
portant to me that my 
words are read not only 
by the limited members 

on our mailing list, but 
to all of the people and 
businesses that I worked 
with, throughout the 
city, over the past many 
years.  I am submitting 
this Letter to the Ed-
itor exactly as posted 
in February, without 
changes and hoping it 
will be printed so that 
the hundreds of people 
I have worked with and 
spoke with throughout 
the years will see that 
my resignation was not 
generic, it was not with-
out thought, and it was 
not without heartbreak. 
It was not a light deci-
sion. I encourage res-
idents of the Historic 
Northeast to please pay 
attention to the neigh-
borhood Facebook 
pages, the admins, and 
their agenda.  Social 
media can erode com-
munity cohesion much 
more quickly than it 
can build it. Attending 
in-person meetings and 
directly engaging your 
neighborhood associa-
tions with your input is 
the best way to improve 
the neighborhood vibe 
and e�ciency. Also, 
watch those treasurer’s 
reports.  

2-20-2026
Dear Pendleton 

Heights Neighborhood, 
as well as my friends 
outside our neighbor-
hood boundaries and 
our partners through-

out the city: 
At the beginning of 

this year, it was with 
much excitement and 
eagerness that I vol-
unteered to be Presi-
dent of the Pendleton 
Heights Neighborhood 
Association.  I love this 
neighborhood, I had 
optimistic goals for it, 
and I believed in us.   I 
made beautiful plans 
with you, I promised we 
would have fun, and I 
had very much looked 
forward to completing 
those plans together.   

However, due to mul-
tiple circumstances 
that were beyond my 
control both as a hu-
man being and as the 
sitting president of the 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion, I have decided the 
healthiest course of ac-

tion for myself is to step 
away from the Pendle-
ton Heights Neighbor-
hood Association and 
all of its a�liated com-
mittees and activities.  

�is decision is sole-
ly my own and for that, 
I am heartbroken to 
cease the plans I made 
with all of you.  

I hope everyone con-
tinues to support our 
positively urban and 
uniquely eclectic neigh-
borhood.  

Sincerely, 
Christy Maddux

Recent President of 
PHNA

Longtime Resident of 
Pendleton Heights

Letter to the Editor: A Neighborhood Shouldn’t 
Be Governed by Facebook Admins 
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March 18, 1943
Kansas City, MO

The headlines used words like buried alive, sun treatment, 
starvation, and deprivation. The papers were no longer simply 
reporting the news. They were serving a larger purpose.

The Army and Navy had �nally begun releasing stories of what 
American soldiers on Bataan and Corregidor had been forced 
to endure. Relief, they said, could no longer reach the prisoners.

The public was given a clear message: be angry, be afraid, and 
put that anger to work.

At the Rock Island Railroad telegraph of�ce in Kansas City, 
we were told to stay focused, keep the wires clear, and keep the 
messages moving. 

New bond posters went up: Back the Attack. Buy an Extra 
$100 Bond.

Every payday, a few dollars disappeared from my envelope be-
fore I ever touched it. They were set aside for my Series E war 
bonds. “For the War,” they said.

Every time the newspaper printed another casualty list, my sis-
ter Marie and I would scour the columns, searching for familiar 
names.

A cousin.
Four boys from St. Stanislaus.
Nine from Holy Cross.
And then, a man I had secretly admired for as long as I could 

remember. A dear friend. Seeing his name in print stopped me 
cold. The quiet admiration I had carried for him had nowhere 
left to go.

Marie’s son, Charlie, was drafted and returned home with what 
they called “shell shock.” He barely spoke. The young man in the 
portrait on the mantle no longer matched the quiet man who sat 
alone in the corner of the room each evening.

Nothing felt certain anymore.
My job at Rock Island was steady union work, and good mon-

ey for a girl like me, but there was not much to spend it on. No 
landlord would rent to a single woman unless she had a father, a 
husband, or a story convincing enough to pass a man off as one. 
I had none of these.

I spent my free hours at the soda counter in Kline’s Dime 
Store, nursing a cherry Coke and reading the Kansas City Star, 
or anything else I could get my hands on.

It was there that I met Joey.
He leaned against the counter one afternoon and asked about 

the weather. Something about the rain. I told him I was ready 

for spring, for a little sun. He smiled, his eyes that impossible 
shade of blue. I returned the smile, and I suppose that was the 
beginning of all my mistakes.

He talked about big things. Buying property, running a busi-
ness, getting ahead once the war was over. It all sounded possi-
ble in the way things do when you want them to be.

He told me I wasn’t like most girls. Said a woman with her 
own paycheck was worth her weight in gold.

“You and me,” he said one dusty evening, “we could get ahead 
quick. A woman who knows how to work, a man who knows how 
to work the table. It’s a good mix.”

I should have heard the warning in that. Instead, all I heard 
was the word we. For once, it felt like someone really saw me.

So when we were sitting at that same dime store counter a few 
weeks later, and Joey asked me to marry him, I wasn’t saying 
yes out of love. Not really. I was lonely in a way I could hardly 
admit to myself.

I said yes because the world seemed to be ending and begin-
ning at the same time, and I needed somewhere to stand.

I didn’t know what I was walking into then. I didn’t know that 
this new life would hold my greatest joys and my deepest wounds, 
all woven together so tightly I couldn’t tell one from the other.

The day I stepped into my new vocation as wife and future 
mother, I believed with all my heart that I was walking toward 
a better life.

I did not yet understand that sometimes the things we choose 
to save us can also be the things that undo us.

Bonded to Ghosts: The Kansas City Home Front
Historical �ction written by Betsy Cochran

Seven of the ten adult Pulliam children with their 

mother, Maude Pulliam (née Owen), Kansas City, 1943. 

Nadine is seated at the far right beside her mother.
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318 Barat Ave • $89,500

302 N Wheeling Ave • $225,000

5001 Independence Ave • $325,000

3706 St John Ave • $165,000

128 N. Brighton Ave • $140,000

401 N. Hardesty Ave • $175,000

2810 Clevland Ave (Lot for Sale) • $34,900

521 Hardesty Ave • $199,000

1024 Elmwood Ave •$160,000

3926 Norledge Ave •$320,000

NORTHEAST NORTHEAST 
REALTY CO.REALTY CO.
5400 ST JOHN AVE5400 ST JOHN AVE
(816) 231-8442(816) 231-8442

CALL FOR A NO COST MARKET PRICE ON YOUR PROPERTY!CALL FOR A NO COST MARKET PRICE ON YOUR PROPERTY!

SE HABLA ESPAÑOLSE HABLA ESPAÑOL
ANGELICA DE LA CRUZANGELICA DE LA CRUZ

816-803-8624816-803-8624
AALVAREZ.NER@GMAIL.COMAALVAREZ.NER@GMAIL.COM
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TÔI NÓI TIẾNG VIỆTTÔI NÓI TIẾNG VIỆT
NGON NGUYENNGON NGUYEN
816-824-4823816-824-4823

NGONNGUYEN88@YAHOO.COMNGONNGUYEN88@YAHOO.COM

PENDING!

H&H PLUMBING
& DRAIN CLEANING

 ✔ Licensed and Insured

 ✔ 62 Years Experience

Drains Opened or 
No Charge!  

– All Types of Plumbing Repair –
Residential & Commercial

Free Estimates!

Dennis Hammontree

816-231-3916

ClassiÚed & Service directory

The Northeast News 

is a 501c3 Non-Prof-
it News Organization 
and we rely on dona-
tions from our readers. 
Thank you so much for 
your generosity!

DONATE!

101 Contractors & 

Builders

MARK’S  REMODELING

ROOFING, SIDING, 

PLUMBING, ELECTRICAL

SHEETROCK, BATHROOMS 

BASEMENT FINISHING

FREE ESTIMATES

816-537-3193

104 Moving & Hauling

BRUSH & TREE WORK

GARAGE/ BASEMENT 

CLEANING, HAULING SER-

VICE, FREE ESTIMATES 

816-965-8494

106 Plumbing Services

H & H PLUMBING
60 + YEARS IN H.N.E.

LICENSED - INSURED

GUARANTEED WORK

FREE ESTIMATES

CALL DENNIS AT:

816-231-3916

110 Electrical  

Construction

CUMBERFORD  

CONTRACTING

RESIDENTIAL &

COMMERCIAL

 LICENSED & INSURED

 816-898-1236

113 Cleaning Services

SERVING ALL OF KC

COMMERCIAL OFFICES

RESIDENTIAL

SWIFT CLEANING PROS

TEXT 816-506-6791

118 Pest Control

DON’T BE BUGGED!

ROACHES $95

BEDBUGS $325 

AAA EXTERMINATORS

913-269-3369

150 For Sale

PRICES GO UP, UP, UP but 

our classifieds are still only 
$15 per placement. Call 816-
241-0765 to take advantage 
of this bargain.
Northeast News classifieds, 
25 words for just $15! 

PREPARE for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-866-686-
8347 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-

tor- it’s a power move.

166 Home Improvement

SAFESTEP, North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-

hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 off for a limited 
time! Call Today! Financing 
avaialble. Call Safe Step 
1-833-732-0966

REPLACE YOUR roof with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available! Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited Time Offer 
up to 50% off installation  + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, healthworkers  & 1st 
responders). Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-809-1119

THE BATHROOM of your 
dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer- $1000 
off or No Payments and No 
Interest for 18 months for 
customers who qualify. BCI 
Bath & Shower. Many options 
available. Quality materials 
& professional installation. 
Senior & Military discounts 
available. Call today! 1-866-
460-1048

DOES YOUR BASEMENT or 

crawl space need some at-
tention? Call Thrasher Foun-

dation Repair! A permanent 
solution for waterproofing, 
failing foundations, sinking 
concrete and nasty crawl 
spcaes. FREE Inspection & 
Same Day Estimate. $250 
off ANY project with code 
GET250.  

Call 1-855-460-1476
 

JACUZZI BATH Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waving ALL 
installations costs! (Addition-

al terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. 
Offer ends 12/27/26)  
Call 1-877-925-3052 

SunSetter- America’s Number 
One Awning! Instant shade 
at the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or patio 
into an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 today!
1-844-632-2169

NO MORE cleaning out 
gutters. Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter is backed by a no-clog 
gaurantee and lifetime trans-

ferrable warranty. Call today 
1-844-713-4600 to schedule 
a FREE inspection and no 
obligation estimate. Get 15% 
off your entire order. Plus, 
Military & Seniors get an ad-

ditional 10% off. Limited time 
only. Restrictions apply, see 
representative for warranty 
and offer details.

167 Cellular Services

CONSUMER CELLULAR- the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the large carri-
ers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation 
is free. All plans feature un-

limited talk and text, starting 
at just $20/month. For more 
information,  
call 1-844-211-0742

504 Business  

Opportunity

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED 

placement through Missouri 
Press Service. Place your ad 
in over 100 Missouri news-

papers for one low  price of  
$350. Contact The Northeast 
News for details,  
816-241-0765. 

507 Elder Care

FreedomCare. Let your 
loved ones care for you and 
get paid! Paid by Medicaid. 
Choose family or friends as 
your paid caregiver. Check 
your eligibility today! Call 
FreedomCare now! 1-844-
937-4179 

509 Health Care  

Services

PORTABLE Oxygen Con-

centrator May be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim indepen-

dence and mobility with com-

pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
Information kit!  
Call 844-299-5183

UP TO $15,000.00 of GUAR-

ANTEED Life Insurance? 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other fiinal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-491-2689 or visit www..
Life55plus.info/Missouri

602 Notices

OUR NEXT issue will be 
published April 1 
(No Fooling!).
Schedule your ad 
TODAY by calling 
816-241-0765. Reach 
5000+ readers for just $15!

SUPPORT COMMUNITY 

JOURNALISM- Promote your 
small business, your rental 
properties, and more! 25 
words for just $15 per issue.
Call 816-241-0765 to get 
started. Your advertisement 
may be tax deductable. 

603 Wanted

ROOM-  Basement or Garage 
Apartment wanted. Elderly 
gentleman, doesn’t drink, 
smoke or do drugs. Ron 
Zych, 816-405-3566

606 Vacation & Travel

YMT VACATIONS- Over 50 
guided tours available. Afford-

able, social and stress-free 
travel designed for mature 
travelers. Our tours include 
accomodations, transpor-
tation, baggage handling, 
sightseeing,entrance fees, a 
professional Tour Director and 
select meals. For a limited 
time, SAVE $250 on all tours. 
Call YMT today,  
1-855-376-6032. 
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Hollywood debuted the dramatic �lm “The Wet Parade” on March 
19, 1932. Based on American author Upton Sinclair’s novel of 
the same name, this Metro-Goldwin-Mayer release featured Wal-
ter Houston, Jimmy Durante, Robert Young and Myrna Loy. The 
�lm was directed by Victor Fleming. Hollywood reporter Mollie 
Merrick reviewed the release and noted Upton’s novel “shows 
you the picture before Prohibition and after, and ends on the note 
that someday a solution to this problem will be found.” The 18th 
Amendment (Volstead Act) to the US Constitution was rati�ed in 
1919 and repealed with the 21st Amendment in 1933, thus ending 
Prohibition.
Image created with Adobe Fire�y

How You Can Help

If you value the 
stories we tell,
And the history 
we’re helping to 
write,
Look to the 
bottom of this 
page,
To keep our 
future bright.
•Open your 
camera on your 
phone.
•Point it at the 
QR code you see.
•Follow the link 
to give what you 
can
•It’s as simple as 
it can be.
Every dollar 
stays right here 
at home,
To keep the 
presses in gear,
Thank you for 
funding the 
Northeast News,
This month, and 
every year.

1932 FUN FACT


