


2 January 21, 2026  •  www.northeastnews.net

Dear Northeast News Reader,

Although this edition arrives after the Martin Luther King 

Jr. holiday, the meaning of the day endures. Dr. King’s 

legacy reminds us that his Åght for equality and humane 
treatment for all was rooted in peaceful action, moral 

courage, and respect for human dignity.

As we confront ongoing challenges and injustices, his life 

invites an important question: how can each of us make a 
diЄerence in ways that reÆect the dream he spoke of, lived for, 
and died for? The answer often begins close to home — in how 

we treat one another and how we show up for our neighbors.

Dr. King taught us that progress is possible when ordinary 

people choose justice, compassion, and community. 

Also, remember that trash pickup is delayed by one day.

Warmest wishes,

The Northeast News Team
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Wednesday, Jan. 21 - Homework Club at PH Coffee, 
2200 Lexington Ave, from 4 p.m.to 5 p.m. followed by Teen 
Club from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 21- Teen Study Lounge, 4:30 to 6 
p.m., North-East Branch Library, 6000 Wilson Ave. Come utilize 
the library’s teen area computers to research or study and 
create in the studio. For middle and high school students.

Thursday, Jan. 22- Art Club, 6 to 7 p.m., North-East 
Branch Library, 6000 Wilson Ave. Come draw, color, paint and 
glue to create a unique piece of art. For ages 5 to 12, free.

Friday, Jan. 23-  PH Coffee Neighbor Nights happen 
every 2nd and 4th Friday of the month from 6 to 10 p.m. at 
2200 Lexington Ave. Designed to bring Northeast neighbors to-
gether to connect, eat, and learn from one another, each event 
features a Northeast restaurant, extended happy hour deals, 
and time to meet, dine, and enjoy a short presentation. All are 
welcome from across the metro. Visit https://www.ph.coffee/
neighbornight for more info.

Saturday, Jan. 24- Dinosaurs: Land of Fire and Ice 
Interactive Exhibit, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Crown Center Shops, 
2450 Grand Blvd. Step back into the Cretaceous period when 
dinosaurs last roamed the earth. Children can uncover fossils, 
explore a boggy swamp and oozing volcano and climb through 
an icy terrain in this special exhibit to promote scientific 
thinking and learning. Free during regular shopping hours, 
First Level. Open daily through Sunday, May 10. Visit www.
crowncenter.com for more information.

Bryan Stalder

Contributor

Kansas City o�cials 
voted last week (�urs-
day , January 15) to 
relocate the site of a 
long-planned munici-
pal detention center — 
a project approved by 
voters just nine months 
ago — without public 
notice, committee hear-
ings, or community en-
gagement, prompting 
criticism from several 
City Council members 
and concern from res-
idents and businesses 
near the newly selected 
location on Front Street.

�e City Council ap-
proved an ordinance 
�ursday removing the 
detention center from 
its originally proposed 
site near Interstate 70 
and Highway 40 and 
relocating it to 7750 E. 
Front Street, just east of 
Frontier Schools, where 

the city is already con-
structing a temporary 
modular jail. �is ordi-
nance was not listed on 
the pre-published agen-
da, and council mem-
bers waived standard 
procedures that typi-
cally include committee 
review and public testi-
mony.

Fourth District At-
Large Councilman 
Crispin Rea was one of 
three council members 
who voted against the 
measure.

“With very little 
transparency, the Mayor 
pushed an ordinance to 
move the municipal de-
tention center site from 
I-70 and 40 Hwy — a lo-
cation overwhelmingly 
supported by voters last 
April — to Front Street,” 
Rea wrote in a Facebook 
post following the vote. 
“�ere was zero com-
munity engagement, 
we bypassed the ordi-

nary council process of 
committee hearings and 
public testimony, and 
made the decision with-
out completed analysis 
proving that it’s a lower 
cost site.”

On April 8, 2025, Kan-
sas City voters approved 
the renewal of the Pub-
lic Safety and Property 
Sales Tax, extending the 
¼-cent sales tax for an-
other 20 years. �e bal-
lot language speci�cally 
included funding for 
police, emergency ser-
vices, and the construc-
tion and operation of a 
new municipal deten-
tion and rehabilitation 
center.

�e measure passed 
overwhelmingly and 
was widely presented to 
voters as a plan to con-
struct a permanent de-
tention facility near I-70 
and Highway 40. City 
materials and public 
discussions at the time 

emphasized that loca-
tion as the long-term 
solution for Kansas 
City’s detention needs.

Kansas City has not 
operated its own mu-
nicipal jail since 2009, 
when the Municipal 
Correctional Institute 
— known as “�e Farm” 
near the Truman Sports 
Complex — closed. 
Since 2015, the city has 
relied on Jackson Coun-
ty’s Detention Center 
for short-term holding 
and has transported 
detainees as far as Ver-
non County, nearly 100 
miles away.

City o�cials have 
long cited the lack of a 
local detention facility 
as both a public safe-
ty issue and a �nancial 
burden.

In October 2025, the 
city announced plans 
to construct a tempo-
rary modular detention 
facility on Front Street 

near the city’s tow lot, 
describing it as a short-
term solution until the 
permanent jail near 
Highway 40 could be 
completed.

Councilman Rea said, 
“For me, there’s a major 
di�erence between the 
smaller 3-5 years facility 
and the larger 30 years 
facility.”

�is “smaller 3-5 years 
facility,” the modular jail 
— estimated to cost be-
tween $15.9 million and 
$19.2 million and pro-
vide up to 130 beds — is 
now under construc-
tion. At the time, city 
leaders described the 

site as temporary and 
emphasized the urgency 
of addressing a citywide 
bed shortage ahead of 
the 2026 World Cup.

�ursday’s vote e�ec-
tively makes the Front 
Street site permanent.

Mayor Quinton Lu-
cas and City Manager 
Mario Vasquez said the 
Highway 40 site proved 
too expensive to devel-
op and that relocating 
the project to Front 
Street could save more 
than $25 million due to 
existing site control and 
prior remediation work.

City Moves Detention Center Site Without Public 

Input, Drawing Concern From Council and Neighbors

Continued on  

page 11

Map showing the proposed new location of a municipal detention center. City Councilman Crispin Rea and many  
Northeast residents have expressed concerns about the site’s proximity to nearby charter schools.
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Dorri Partain

Managing Editor

Amid an a�ernoon 
of swirling snow�akes 
mixed with sawdust, 
crews with Alpha & 
Omega Complete 
Tree Care made the 
�nal cut that brought 
Frank the Liberty Tree 
to the ground on Fri-
day, January 16.

Crystal Beasley, 
tenant at 328 S. Mon-
roe Avenue, stated in 
a media release that 
Frank was laid to rest 
at 5:38 pm. Beasley 
has taken on the role 
of media spokesper-
son for Frank and 
the property owners, 
�omas Harris and 
Jessica �omas, who 
learned about this 

tree’s history a�er 
purchasing the prop-
erty where Frank grew 
in August 2025.

According to a cer-
ti�cate from 1976, a 
burr oak the owners 
have lovingly named 
“Frank” was named a 
Liberty Tree during 
the American Bicen-
tennial. �en believed 
to be more than 200 
years old, this tree 
survived another 50 
years before develop-
ing a root fungus that 
made it dangerous for 
the homeowners and 
surrounding proper-
ties.

“Frank stood for 250 
years without asking 
to be remembered,” 
stated Beasley, “�e 
community chose to 

remember him for 
centuries of shade, 
legacy and protec-
tion.”

Removal crews will 
continue work to cut 
and remove trunk sec-
tions and the property 
will remain an active 
work site. �e owners 
have asked that visi-
tors stay o� the prop-
erty and not attempt 
to remove any por-
tions of wood from 
the site, which will be 
assessed for reuse by 
professionals. 

For information 
about products that 
may be created from 
Frank’s wood and oth-
er updates, the owners 
have created a web-
page at www.frank-
thelibertytree.com

Crews Fell Historic Tree on January 16Crews Fell Historic Tree on January 16

A single snow�ake drifted down

On a bleak, cold winter’s day,

A bird on branch noticed, 

And searched the sky for more.

Alas, the snow�ake sighed,

I am alone and lost, 

The wind blew me astray.

In a colder climate

I would live for months

But today I shall melt

Away.
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Vacant Parade Park Complex 
Secured to Prevent Arson Fires
Dorri Partain

Managing Editor

A multiple-block 
housing complex 
that is awaiting 
demolition and re-
construction has 
been the site for nu-
merous arson �res 
as tenants were relo-
cated and buildings 
have been vacated.

Parade Park 
Homes, an historic 
Black-owned hous-
ing cooperative, 
spans a 27 acre area 
bounded by Tru-
man Road, Wood-
land Avenue, 18th 
Street and Brooklyn 
Ave, east of the His-
toric Jazz District.

Demolition of the 
45 buildings in the 
complex have been 
delayed due to re-
quirements from the 
funding entities and 
a mandatory review 
by HUD (Housing 
and Urban Devel-
opment). �is clear-
ance period prohibits 
demolition or any 
site disruption to 
maintain procured 
funding for new con-
struction.

Following an ar-
son �re in the 1500 
block of Euclid Av-
enue on December 
30, project partners 
Twel�h Street Heri-
tage and Flaherty & 
Collins Properties 
added additional se-
curity measures to 
secure the property 
from entry. �ose 
measures include 
increased securi-
ty patrols and so-
lar-powered mobile 
security trailers re-
cording activity at 
entry points.

�e Kansas City 
Fire Department 
(KCFD) has report-
ed responding to the 
Parade Park com-
plex to battle blazes 
in the 1800 block of 
E. 15th Terrace on 
Nov. 7 and the 2100 
block of E. 16th 
street on Nov. 3. An 
apartment unit at 
1501 Woodland has 
burned twice in the 
last six months, in 
June and December 
2025. 

Despite enhanced 
security, a blaze was 
reported in the 2100 
block of E. 15th Ter-

race at 2:44 am on 
January 15.

Michael Hopkins, 
KCFD Public Infor-
mation and Media 
Relations o�cer, 
spoke about the is-
sues of battling va-
cant building �res 
during a presenta-
tion at the North-
east Chamber of 
Commerce o�ce on 
February 26, stating 
that �re�ghters have 
additional challeng-
es when responding 
to these structure 
�res. Boards have 
to be removed while 
the �re continues to 
grow — doubling 
in as little as 60 to 
90 seconds — and 
crews may also have 
to enter to search to 
ensure the property 
is vacant.

Following demo-
lition, which may 
begin in February 
2026, construc-
tion on Phase 1 
will begin.

�is development 
will contain a total of 
two hundred (200) 
e�ciency, one, two, 
and three-bedroom 
residential units for 

families in three 
three-story residen-
tial buildings, with 
retail units available 
at street level.

Total develop-
ment cost for Phase 
1 is approximately 
$68,022,166 with an 
expected $2,400,000 
of this funding 
coming from the 
Missouri Housing 
Development Com-
mission’s Federal 
HOME Program 
Funds.

Redevelopment 
of Parade Park 
is designed as a 
m i x e d - i n c o m e 
neighborhood with 
1,100 a�ordable 
homes, including 
apartments, town-
homes and accessi-
ble units for seniors 
built in up to four 
phases. �is $300 
million redevelop-
ment involves fund-
ing through the city, 
state and federal 
housing sources.

For more infor-
mation about re-
development of 
this site visit www. 
paradeparkkcmo.com.
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Bryan Stalder

Contributor

Food Not Bombs 
Arrests Renew Long-
standing Debate Over 
Food Sharing on Inde-
pendence Avenue

An incident at Inde-
pendence Avenue and 
Monroe on Sunday, 
Jan. 4 has renewed a 
long-running and o�en 
contentious debate in 
Kansas City over food 
sharing, private prop-
erty rights, and public 
safety.

�at a�ernoon, 
members of Food Not 
Bombs Kansas City 
(FNBKC) were distrib-
uting free vegan meals 
and groceries from 
the parking lot at 3700 
block of Independence 
Ave. when Kansas City 
police arrested two or-
ganizers, identi�ed as 
“Michael” and “Wolf-
gang.” �ese arrests, 
which stemmed from 
alleged trespassing vio-
lations, drew signi�cant 
attention a�er video 
footage circulated on 
social media and �e 
Pitch published a de-
tailed account of the 
incident.

�e parking lot where 
the meals were distrib-
uted is privately owned. 
Businesses including 
Family Dollar, Fruto-
pia and Buy �e Pound 
�ri� lease space in the 
building and contribute 
to the maintenance of 

the lot.
Food Not Bombs has 

operated weekly meal 
services at or near this 
location for more than 
a decade, sharing food 
with community mem-
bers without charge. 
Social media posts 
show the group adver-
tising free meals at the 
former Apple Market 
site as early as 2015, 
and organizers say the 
location became a focal 
point a�er the grocery 
store closed, leaving 
a gap in food access 
along the corridor.

However, the group’s 
presence has also been 
a source of frustration 
for nearby business-
es and neighborhood 
stakeholders for years.

Food Not Bombs is 
an international, vol-
unteer-led organization 
that describes its work 
as both mutual aid 
and protest. In addi-
tion to feeding people, 
the group is deeply in-
volved in social justice 
organizing, protests 
and demonstrations. 
Organizers have his-
torically resisted per-
mitting processes and 
formal oversight, fram-
ing their work as a form 
of direct action rather 
than charity.

In Kansas City, that 
approach has repeated-
ly put the group at odds 
with property owners, 
health o�cials and city 
authorities.

According to city o�-
cials and neighborhood 
stakeholders, Food Not 
Bombs does not obtain 
permits, carry insur-
ance, or secure per-
mission from property 
owners before setting 
up food distribution 
sites. Concerns have 
also been raised over 
food handling and stor-
age practices, as well 
as the volume of trash 
le� behind a�er weekly 
meal services.

Independence Ave-
nue Community Im-
provement District 
(CID) Urban Street 
Ambassadors and 
nearby property own-
ers have regularly been 
tasked with cleaning 
up food containers, 
clothing donations and 
other debris following 
these events, accord-
ing to multiple sources 
familiar with the corri-
dor.

�e issue is com-
pounded by broader 
challenges at the Inde-
pendence and Monroe 
intersection, which has 
seen a noticeable in-
crease in loitering, open 
drug use, �ghts and lit-
ter in recent years. Busi-
ness owners in the area 
say the concentration of 
activity has strained al-
ready limited resources 
and a�ected customers 
and employees.

According to an on-
line report from �e 
Pitch, police were dis-

patched to the scene 
a�er complaints from 
surrounding businesses 
and residents. O�cers 
told Food Not Bombs 
organizers they were 
trespassing and ordered 
them to leave the prop-
erty. Video posted by 
the group shows one 
organizer repeatedly 
asking whether moving 
to the public sidewalk 
would resolve the issue, 
while o�cers stated 
that blocking the side-
walk was also not per-
mitted.

Two organizers were 
arrested. �e remain-
ing volunteers relocat-
ed to a nearby spot and 
continued distributing 
food following the in-
cident.

Kansas City Police 
Department later stated 
that o�cers had pre-
viously responded to 
complaints at the site 
and that the individu-
als arrested had been 
asked to leave. Food 
Not Bombs disputes 
that characterization, 
saying the organizers 
had not previously tres-
passed and were willing 
to relocate.

A Buy �e Pound 
�ri� manager, who 
works in the building, 
said Food Not Bombs’ 
setup interfered with 
customer access and 
business operations. 
She attended a Safety & 
Security meeting held 
at the Northeast Cham-

ber of Commerce o�ce 
on �ursday, Jan. 15 
and stated that organiz-
ers told her employees 
and customers were “in 
the way” of where they 
planned to distribute 
food. Northeast News 
is seeking additional 
comment from her and 
other tenants in the 
building.

�e controversy 
echoes debates that 
surfaced more than a 
decade ago. In 2014, 
Kansas City City Coun-
cil considered a pro-
posed “food sharing 
ordinance” that would 
have required organiza-
tions distributing free 
food to use inspected 
kitchens, provide trash 
receptacles and comply 
with basic health and 
safety standards. �e 
ordinance was intend-

ed to protect public 
health and reduce litter, 
but opponents argued it 
would discourage vol-
unteer-led food distri-
bution.

A�er weeks of public 
debate and protests, the 
ordinance failed on a 
6–6 vote.

Around the same 
time, the Kansas City 
Health Department 
made headlines for 
halting some unper-
mitted food-sharing 
events, including in-
cidents where bleach 
was poured on food 
deemed unsafe to pre-
vent consumption — 
a practice that drew 
sharp criticism despite 
being rooted in food 
safety enforcement.

Food Not Bombs Arrests Renew Longstanding Debate 

Over Food Sharing on Independence Avenue

Continued on  

page 11
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Dr. Adrienne B. 

Haynes, Esq., 

Contributor

Over the last few 
months, I’ve helped 
several SEED Law cli-
ents either buy into a 
business or exit a busi-
ness. It can be an ex-
citing (and stressful!) 
time for all parties 
and there are o�en a 
lot of details to man-
age. My role as legal 
counsel is to help sup-
port risk analysis and 
mitigation through 
due diligence and 
clear documentation. 
When preparing for 
these types of business 
transactions, there are 
a few key legal consid-
erations that can help 
to make the process 
more streamlined. 

Buying a Business

If you are purchas-
ing an existing busi-
ness or membership 
interest, it is import-
ant to take time to un-
derstand the extent of 
the entity, including 
strategies, obligations 
and company culture. 
Legal considerations 
for those buying a 
business include: 

• Conducting due 
diligence regarding 
business foundations, 
�nancials, relation-
ships, and reputation. 

• Understanding 
how technology im-
pacts the business, 

including any systems 
integral to the compa-
ny’s operations

• Having well orga-
nized payment terms 
and a clear promisso-
ry note for the busi-
ness purchase

• Limiting liability 
through indemni�ca-
tion for actions prior 
to purchase 

• Requesting ongo-
ing support from the 
exiting owner to help 
transfer warranties, 
accounts, and other 
business knowledge 

• Outlining exclu-
sions for business 
contracts or assets not 
included in the sale

• Highlighting any 
nonnegotiables or 
early termination 
provisions 

Working through 
these considerations 
with your professional 
team can help support 
the long term success 
of the entity a�er the 
purchase. 

Selling a Business

When a client de-
cides they want to sell 
their business, most 
businesses need to 
be cleaned up, just a 
house would need to 
be spruced up when 
preparing for owner 
transitions. We en-
courage clients to:

• Review business 
governing documents 
for processes, such as 
operating agreements 

or any existing buy/
sell agreements 

• Update and or-
ganize customer and 
vendor contracts for 
relational continuity  

• Have clear and 
understandable his-
torical �nancials for 
comparison

• Work to manage 
business debt and 
eliminate loans to/
from the owners or 
managers

• Have an updat-
ed business strategic 
plan that outlines the 
business history, iden-
tity and goodwill, as 
well as strategies for 
growth in place now. 

• Make sure key 
processes, roles, and 
responsibilities are 
documented.

• Obtain the sup-
port and any prior ap-
provals needed from 
stakeholders, other 
business partners, 
landlords, franchi-
sors, and lenders.

Finally, if you’re 
in business now and 
you haven’t developed 
a strategy around 
your exit or succes-
sion plan, January is 
a great time to start. 
�ere are business 
strategies and legal 
solutions that can be 
implemented now to 
help build value and 
support a smooth 
transition. Consider 
a few succession plan-

ning hypotheticals to 
help you get started:

• What are your 
goals and what would 
an ideal exit look like 
for you? 

• What would hap-
pen to your business 
if you decided to close 
the doors today?

• Who would be in-
terested in purchas-
ing your business and 
why? How can you 
build relationship 
with them today?

• What strategies 
have been e�ective 
in building revenue? 
How can those e�orts 
be scaled or shared?

• What would you 
need to do to create 
and communicate 
business value if you 
wanted to sell in �ve 
years?

• What happens to 
the business if you ex-
perience 10 years of 
health decline, start-
ing now?

Implementing these 
legal considerations 
can help existing and 
aspiring owners be 
better prepared when 
buying or selling a 
business. �is article 
is an overview of legal 
considerations and it 
does not cover every 
legal right or obliga-
tion, consideration, 
exception, or restric-
tion. �e documen-
tation and decisions 
involved are complex, 
and should be well 
researched and dis-
cussed with a team 
of professional before 
being made.

--
�anks for reading!
My name is Dr. 

Adrienne B. Haynes 
and I’m an entrepre-
neur and attorney 
based here in Kansas 
City. My law �rm, 
SEED Law, has been 
partnering with busi-
ness owners across 

the Northeast and the 

city for over 10 years. 

I loved living in the 

Northeast and I was 

fortunate to serve 

as an Entrepreneur 

in Residence for the 

Kau�man Foundation 

in 2017. Together with 

a dedicated group of 

Northeast residents 

and leaders, we ex-

plored a community 

designed innovation 

district pilot program. 

I was able to present 

this work during a 

TEDxUMKC Talk on 

Community Innova-

tion Design in 2020.

Over the next few 

weeks, I’ll be con-

tributing articles and 

resources on small 

business and estate 

planning legal consid-

erations. If you have 

questions, please reach 

out directly at adri-

enne@seed.legal.

Legal Considerations when Buying or Selling a Business
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their off erings — 

— were highlighted as crowd-pleasing favorites. 

a cool day or a fl avorful lunch with friends, Pho Bowl has 
earned its reputation as a hidden gem in the Northeast — 

hospitality come together in a familiar but ever-evolving 
community staple. 

              

Last week’s  Independence Avenue 
Community  Improvement    District 
4-Corners Community Call
Taqueria Mix-T-Co 
3616 Independence Ave.

Acapulco Comida Mexicana, 6225 Winner Rd.

              

EXPLORE  �  D ISC OVER  �  EXPER I EN
Pho Bowl — A Neighborhood Favorite for Vietnamese Comfort Food
Nestled on the western edge of Independence Avenue’s 
culinary corridor at 1447 Independence Blvd, Pho Bowl has 
become a go-to destination for lovers of authentic Vietnamese 
cuisine. Known for its rich pho broth, fresh ingredients, 
generous portions and friendly service, Pho Bowl off ers a 
warm and satisfying dining experience that keeps locals 
coming back again and again. 

While the space has long been home to Vietnamese eateries 
(including past restaurants like Pho Hoa and iPho Tower), 
Pho Bowl has carved out its own identity with a menu full of 

classics — from steaming bowls of pho dac biet and bun bo 
hue to spring rolls, banh mi, grilled pork and other favorites 
that refl ect traditional Vietnamese fl avors. 

Customers regularly praise Pho Bowl for its balanced, 
fl avorful broth, fresh garnishes like basil and bean sprouts, 
and the thoughtful presentation of each dish. Many visitors 
note the welcoming atmosphere and attentive staff , making 
it a comfortable place for both quick lunches and relaxed 
dinners. 

This information is provided for you through the Independence Avenue CID (Community Improvement District) the Northeast Kansas City Chamber Of Commerce, and the Northeast News
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Pho Bowl�s 
role in the 
community was 
on display during 
neighborhood 
events like the 
Northeast Kansas 
City Chamber of 
Commerce�s Taste 
and Tour, where 
their off erings — 
including pho and nem nuong spring rolls 
— were highlighted as crowd-pleasing favorites. 

Whether you�re seeking a warming bowl of noodles on 
a cool day or a fl avorful lunch with friends, Pho Bowl has 
earned its reputation as a hidden gem in the Northeast — 
a place where traditional Vietnamese cooking and local 
hospitality come together in a familiar but ever-evolving 
community staple. 

FOUR CORNERSFOUR CORNERS
  COMMUNITY CALLCOMMUNITY CALL

Last week’s  Independence Avenue 
Community  Improvement    District 
4-Corners Community Call was at 
Taqueria Mix-T-Co located at 
3616 Independence Ave.

JOIN US THIS FRIDAY AT 3PM FOR OUR 4 CORNERS COMMUNITY CALL

Acapulco Comida Mexicana, 6225 Winner Rd.

VER  �  EXPER I EN CE

For more information, visit www.nekcchamber.com

Pho Bowl — A Neighborhood Favorite for Vietnamese Comfort Food
Nestled on the western edge of Independence Avenue’s 

become a go-to destination for lovers of authentic Vietnamese 
cuisine. Known for its rich pho broth, fresh ingredients, 
generous portions and friendly service, Pho Bowl off ers a 

coming back again and again. 

classics — from steaming bowls of  
 

that refl ect traditional Vietnamese fl avors. 

 
fl avorful broth, fresh garnishes like basil and bean sprouts, 
and the thoughtful presentation of each dish. Many visitors 
note the welcoming atmosphere and attentive staff , making 

 
dinners. 

venue CID (Community Improvement District) the Northeast Kansas City Chamber Of Commerce, and the Northeast News
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Gary Goebel,
Certi�ed Property 
Manager

Real estate has 
long been viewed as 
a stable and reliable 
form of investment, 
o�en compared to 
commodities such as 
gold and silver. Like 
those assets, real es-
tate shares several 
important character-
istics that help give it 
long-term value.

First, real estate is a 
scarce resource. Land 
cannot be replicat-
ed, manufactured, 
or grown, making it 
inherently limited. 
Second, it is transfer-
able, meaning own-
ership can be bought, 
sold, or passed on. 
�ird, real estate can 
be quanti�ed—pro-
fessional apprais-
ers can determine 
a property’s value 
based on established 
standards. Most im-
portantly, real estate 
can be mortgaged, 
giving it a clear mon-
etary description and 
allowing owners to 
leverage its value.

For those interest-
ed in expanding their 
investment portfo-
lio to include real 
estate, it is wise to 
begin with a type of 
property or invest-

ment structure that 
feels familiar. Invest-
ing simply because 
others have reported 
success in a partic-
ular segment can be 
risky. Instead, poten-
tial investors should 
seek opportunities 
that align with their 
personal �nancial 
goals, risk tolerance, 
and level of involve-
ment.

�ere are eight 
main categories of 
real estate invest-
ment: single-family 
houses, multifami-
ly properties, o�ce 
buildings, retail spac-
es, industrial prop-
erties, mixed-use 
developments, land, 
and hotels or motels. 
With the exception of 
owning a single-fam-
ily home or small 
rental property, most 
of these categories 
require a high level of 
�nancial sophistica-
tion and professional 
guidance.

More complex real 
estate investments 
require expenses and 
rents to be calculated 
annually or on a per-
square-foot basis. 
�ese investments 
may also involve legal 
opinions, tax plan-
ning, and accounting 
decisions. Common 
ownership structures 

include Real Estate 
Investment Trusts 
(REITs), partner-
ships, limited liability 
companies (LLCs), 
corporations, S-cor-
porations, and limit-
ed partnerships.

One advantage 
of these ownership 
structures is that they 
may help shield in-
dividuals from cer-
tain types of physical 
or �nancial liability. 
However, it is im-
portant to note that 
very few investment 
structures eliminate 
all personal liability 
or �nancial obliga-
tion.

Owning real estate 
can be a demanding 
business that requires 
signi�cant liquidity. 
Ongoing and unex-
pected expenses are 
common and can in-
clude replacing roofs, 
upgrading electrical 
systems, maintaining 
structural integrity, 
paying legal fees, car-
rying insurance, pro-
viding security, and 
covering manage-
ment costs. Investors 
must carefully con-
sider these potential 
expenses and ensure 
they have su�cient 
cash reserves to han-
dle them.

Beyond �nancial 
resources, investors 

must also consid-
er their time and 
commitment. While 
returns can be at-
tractive, owning real 
estate o�en means 
dealing with tenant 
concerns, vacancies, 
repairs, and regulato-
ry requirements. De-
spite these challeng-
es, real estate remains 
one of the most 
widely recognized 
and time-tested ways 
to build long-term 
wealth.

REITs are one of 
the simplest ways for 
individuals to gain 
access to real estate 
investing. A Real Es-
tate Investment Trust 
is a company that 
owns, operates, or �-
nances income-pro-
ducing real estate. 
REITs allow inves-
tors to participate in 
large-scale property 
portfolios—such as 
apartment complex-
es, shopping centers, 
or warehouses—and 
earn dividends, sim-
ilar to investing in a 
mutual fund.

�is more passive, 
hands-o� approach 
appeals to many in-
vestors because it 
does not involve 
day-to-day property 
management. While 
REIT returns may 
be lower than those 

from directly owned 
real estate, an inves-
tor’s risk is o�en lim-
ited to the amount 
initially invested.

REIT managers 
typically diversify 
their holdings by in-
vesting in di�erent 
property types and 
geographic loca-
tions, which can re-
duce overall risk. By 
comparison, a small 
LLC or partnership 
may generate higher 
short-term returns 
but may also face 
greater downside risk 
if problems such as 
vacancies, natural 
disasters, or market 
shi�s occur.

Many real estate 
investors choose to 
specialize, focusing 
on speci�c property 
types—such as medi-
cal o�ces, warehous-
es, or manufacturing 
facilities—or on par-
ticular geographic 
markets. �is spe-
cialization can save 
time and reduce risk, 
as the investor de-
velops a deeper un-
derstanding of local 
property values and 
market trends.

One of the prima-
ry drawbacks of real 
estate investing is li-
quidity. While REIT 
shares can generally 
be sold more easily 

than physical prop-
erty, selling early 
may result in �nan-
cial penalties or un-
favorable tax conse-
quences. Still, many 
investors prefer this 
option over owning 
a large property, such 
as an o�ce building, 
which can be di�cult 
and time-consuming 
to sell.

Real estate invest-
ing is a long-term 
commitment that re-
quires careful plan-
ning, patience, and a 
clear understanding 
of risk. Before tak-
ing the next step, in-
vestors should eval-
uate their �nancial 
objectives, available 
resources, and toler-
ance for uncertain-
ty. With thoughtful 
preparation, real es-
tate can play a valu-
able role in a diver-
si�ed investment 
strategy.

Building Wealth Through Real Estate: Choosing the Right Investment for Your Goals
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Detention Center Continued from page 3  

“In this site, we have 
site control, site remedia-
tion, and site preparation 
costs that are less than 
what we see at the 40 
Highway site,” Lucas said 
during council debate.

Rea said cost consid-
erations alone should 
not override public pro-
cess or commitments 
made to voters.

“�ere is a high 
school nearby, business-
es, and neighborhoods 
that were not consult-
ed,” he wrote. “It very 
well could be a great 
location. However, pro-
cess and transparency 
should still matter.”

In actuality, Frontier 
Schools has three build-
ings nearby serving Pre 
K-12th Grade. North-
east News reached out 
to Frontier Schools for 
comment.

Ugur Demircan, Su-
perintendent of Fron-
tier Schools, stated in an 
emailed response, “Our 
schools serve approx-
imately 1,300 students 
in the Front Street area. 

We are currently seeking 
additional information 
to better understand the 
proposed project and 
its potential impact. We 
look forward to ongoing 
communication with city 
o�cials to ensure that the 
needs of our students, 
families, and sta� are ful-
ly considered.”

As the council meet-
ing concluded, several 
council members re-
ported receiving mes-
sages from residents 
who said they were 
blindsided by the deci-
sion.

�e Front Street site 
sits near Northeast 
neighborhoods and the 
former location of the 
Park Place Hotel, which 
the city demolished 
in 2018 a�er years of 
abandonment, �res, and 
safety concerns. At the 
time, city o�cials de-
scribed the demolition 
as a long-awaited step 
toward revitalization of 
the corridor.

Now, some neighbors 
say they are again be-

ing le� out of decisions 
about the future of the 
area.

Rea emphasized that 
he supports complet-
ing the detention center 
but remains concerned 
about how the decision 
was made.

“I truly hope it does not 
impact the timeline be-
cause the project needs to 
get done,” he wrote. “And 
I’ll do what I can to keep 
it moving. But account-
ability matters — espe-
cially when voters over-
whelmingly supported 
the original plan.”

City o�cials have in-
dicated that construc-
tion timelines will not 
change, and the Front 
Street site will now serve 
as both the temporary 
and permanent deten-
tion facility.

Residents with ques-
tions or concerns can 
contact their City Coun-
cil representatives or at-
tend upcoming council 
sessions. For contact 
information and council 
session calendars, visit 
wwwkcmo.gov

Supporters of Food 
Not Bombs argue the 
organization �lls a crit-
ical gap for people expe-
riencing food insecurity, 
particularly in an area 
with limited grocery 
options. Gringo Loco, a 
grocery store, operates 
roughly two blocks east 
of the site, but access 
remains a challenge for 
many residents relying 
on public transportation 
or limited mobility.

Critics counter that 

good intentions do not 

override property rights, 

health standards or the 

cumulative impact on a 

corridor already strug-

gling with disorder and 

trash.

Despite the arrests, 

Food Not Bombs has 

continued weekly meal 

distribution near Inde-

pendence and Monroe, 

adjusting its setup while 

organizers say they as-

sess next steps.

As Northeast con-

tinues to grapple with 

homelessness, food in-

security and public safe-

ty concerns, the Jan. 4 

incident underscores a 

larger unresolved ques-

tion: how the city can 

balance grassroots aid 

e�orts with account-

ability, neighborhood 

stability and respect for 

the people who live and 

work along Indepen-

dence Avenue.

Food Not Bombs Continued from page 6
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Continued on next page

March 20, 1924
Kansas City, MO

When Frank Pulliam crashed into my mother Marjorie’s life, 
chaos followed close behind. What began as disruption became a 
chain reaction, spreading outward and stealing the oxygen from 
everything it touched, like an uncontained wild�re. My mother 
spent her life moving through the �ames. She stamped out what 
she could, tended what she couldn’t, and rushed toward the hot 
embers no one else would touch.

But long before Frank, my mother had already learned how to 
survive.

At just fourteen, she showed up on Delores Pulliam’s doorstep, 
Frank’s older sister. It was the dead of winter. She was half-fro-
zen and nearly gone. Her own family had abandoned her, and in 
a �erce moment of determination, she decided that would not be 
the end of her story. Delores took her in. She fed her, warmed 
her, and taught her to read better than anyone ever had before. 
She offered discipline, structure, and something close to safety. 
And for a short time, that was enough.

But there was always Frank.
Delores’s younger brother moved through the house like a 

storm. He was smart. He could hunt and trap better than anyone 
in their small Kentucky holler. He was a carpenter, trained by his 
father’s hands before him, capable of building things meant to 
last: rocking chairs, cedar chests, dining tables, bedsteads sturdy 
enough to hold whole families.

He made beautiful things. But when the moonshine came 
around, he became another man entirely. And the moonshine al-
ways came around.

Delores eventually left Marjorie with Frank in that small Ken-
tucky shack for the convent in Covington, carrying with her a pri-
vate resolve. It was unspoken, unwritten, and �xed. She would 
keep watch over the children tied to Frank’s name. Neither dis-
tance nor the veil released her from that duty. She carried it 
with her when she took the vows that made her Sister Dominica.

My mother wanted nothing to do with Sister Dominica’s char-
ity. Letters mostly went unopened, tossed aside, though never so 
far that her curious daughters didn’t �nd them. Curious daugh-
ters who never dared speak a word of the things they knew.

So when Frank Pulliam appeared on the front stoop of the 
apartment building at 1010 Park Avenue, on the �rst day of 
spring in Kansas City, inclined to crash in and out once again, he 
did not �nd Marjorie. She was ill and worn thin and had gone to 

live with her daughter, Peggy, who was older, practical, and in no 
position to care for children while tending to a sick mother.

My sister, Marie, and her new husband, Charlie, had taken in 
the three little girls: Dorothy, eight; Regina, three; and me, the 
baby, only two. It was the early years of the Depression. Charity 
was stretched thin. Wages were unreliable.

One night, my sister Catherine, only fourteen, came home with 
a gash across her face so deep it would mark her for the rest of 
her life. She had slipped while carrying a heavy pressing iron in 
the garment district, the edge of it striking her forehead. She 
lost a great deal of blood before anyone thought to fetch a rag.

It wasn’t long after that, she disappeared from the house. She 
left without ceremony or goodbyes.

No, on this crisp Kansas City morning, Frank found something 
different.

For once, he did not arrive in the midst of chaos. He arrived to 
�nd its aftermath. And in a rare moment of clarity, he saw what 
stood before him for what it was. This was not misfortune, but 
the sum of his own making. The moment did not last long. But it 
lasted long enough for him to write to his sister Delores, Sister 
Dominica.

When she arrived, Sister Dominica saw the truth Marie had 
been quietly carrying. Marie was with child herself and already 
pressed beyond what any girl ought to bear. It did not take long 
to understand the situation. Too many mouths. Too little money.

Sister Dominica made the decision.

State of Grace and Reckoning
Historical �ction  

written by  

Betsy Cochran

Dorothy, Nadine, and Regina Pulliam, circa 1924.  

Intake photograph, St. Joseph Orphan Home for Girls.
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Dorothy, Regina, and I would be turned over to the care of the 
Catholic Church. St. Joseph Orphan Home for Girls. We would 
be fed. We would be clothed. We would be housed and schooled 
and kept until such a time as our family could stand on its feet 
again. Or, until we were old enough to stand on our own.

It was not spoken of as mercy. It was spoken of as necessity. 
Not a penance, but a reckoning, all the same.

Marie wept the day she took us to the orphanage. I did not yet 
understand why.

I did not yet understand that some heartbreaks are complete-
ly necessary.

Nadine’s Northeast follows the life of Nadine Burnett (née 
Pulliam), who was born in 1921 and spent most of her life 
in Northeast Kansas City, where she raised ten children amid 
the city’s rapid changes in the 20th century. Written by her 
granddaughter, Betsy Cochran, these historical �ction stories 
draw from Nadine’s lived experiences, local history, and a lit-
tle family lore. Each installment stands alone while weaving 
into a larger portrait of Nadine’s past. For a deeper dive, visit  
betsycochran.substack.com, where you can subscribe for free or 
choose a paid plan for extended content.

State of Grace and Reckoning
Continued from previous page

1932 FUN FACT

To keep 450 
men employed 
during the worst 
of winter, a local 
manufacturer 
offered its top-
of-line electric 
w a s h i n g 
machine for half-price in January 
1932. Vulcan Manufacturing 
Company, 2006 Wyandotte Avenue, 
re-hired 150 employees to build the Faultless “Model K” electric 
washer with gas heating attachment,  a $110.00 value, for $59.95 
and no pro�t to the company. The additional 300 jobs saved through 
this promotion were at factories that supplied the necessary parts. 
Merchants, such as Mace-Ryer at 1120 Grand, sold these machines 
on narrow pro�t margin and offered free demonstrations.
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318 Barat Ave • $89,500

302 N Wheeling Ave • $225,000

133 S Cypress Ave • $180,000

5001 Independence Ave • $325,000

3706 St John Ave • $189,000

128 N. Brighton Ave • $140,000

401 N. Hardesty Ave • $175,000

2810 Clevland Ave (Lot for Sale) • $34,900

120 N. White Ave. • $170,000

521 Hardesty Ave • $199,000

1024 Elmwood Ave •$160,000

3926 Norledge Ave •$320,000

4316 E. 7th St • $200,000 

12800 Locust St • $388,000

NORTHEAST NORTHEAST 
REALTY CO.REALTY CO.
5400 ST JOHN AVE5400 ST JOHN AVE
(816) 231-8442(816) 231-8442

CALL FOR A NO COST MARKET PRICE ON YOUR PROPERTY!CALL FOR A NO COST MARKET PRICE ON YOUR PROPERTY!

SE HABLA ESPAÑOLSE HABLA ESPAÑOL
ANGELICA DE LA CRUZANGELICA DE LA CRUZ

816-803-8624816-803-8624
AALVAREZ.NER@GMAIL.COMAALVAREZ.NER@GMAIL.COM
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TÔI NÓI TIẾNG VIỆTTÔI NÓI TIẾNG VIỆT
NGON NGUYENNGON NGUYEN
816-824-4823816-824-4823

NGONNGUYEN88@YAHOO.COMNGONNGUYEN88@YAHOO.COM

PENDING!

H&H PLUMBING
& DRAIN CLEANING

 ✔ Licensed and Insured

 ✔ 62 Years Experience

Drains Opened or 
No Charge!  

– All Types of Plumbing Repair –
Residential & Commercial

Free Estimates!

Dennis Hammontree

816-231-3916

ClassiÚed & Service directory

Haiku by Sam Crowley
A coin on the �oor
It’s not worth picking up
It’s my new hobby

101 Contractors & 

Builders

MARK’S  REMODELING

ROOFING, SIDING, DOORS

WINDOWS, PLUMBING

SHEETROCK, ELECTRICAL 

NO JOB TOO SMALL

816-537-3193 

104 Moving & Hauling

BRUSH & TREE WORK

GARAGE/ BASEMENT 

CLEANING,  

HAULING SERVICE,  

FREE ESTIMATES 

816-965-8494 

106 Plumbing Services

H & H PLUMBING

60 + YEARS IN H.N.E.

LICENSED - INSURED

GUARANTEED WORK

FREE ESTIMATES

CALL DENNIS AT:

816-231-3916 

110 Electrical  

Construction

CUMBERFORD  

CONTRACTING

RESIDENTIAL &

COMMERCIAL

 LICENSED & INSURED

 816-898-1236 

113 Cleaning Services

SERVING ALL OF KC

COMMERCIAL OFFICES

RESIDENTIAL

SWIFT CLEANING PROS

816-506-6791

118 Pest Control

DON’T BE BUGGED!

ROACHES $95

BEDBUGS $325 

AAA EXTERMINATORS

913-269-3369

150 For Sale

PREPARE for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying 
purchase. Call 1-866-686-
8347 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor- it’s a power move.

166 Home Improvement

SAFESTEP, North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 off for a limited 
time! Call Today! Financing 
avaialble. Call Safe Step 
1-833-732-0966 

REPLACE YOUR roof with 

the best looking and longest 

lasting material steel from 

Erie Metal Roofs! Three 

styles and multiple colors 

available! Guaranteed to last 

a lifetime! Limited Time Offer 

up to 50% off installation  + 

Additional 10% off install (for 

military, healthworkers  & 1st 

responders). Call Erie Metal 

Roofs: 1-888-809-1119

THE BATHROOM of your 

dreams in as little as 1 day. 

Limited Time Offer- $1000 

off or No Payments and No 

Interest for 18 months for 

customers who qualify. BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many options 

available. Quality materials 

& professional installation. 

Senior & Military discounts 

available.  

Call today! 1-866-460-1048

DOES YOUR BASEMENT or 

crawl space need some atten-

tion? Call Thrasher Foun-

dation Repair! A permanent 

solution for waterproofing, 
failing foundations, sinking 

concrete and nasty crawl 

spcaes. FREE Inspection & 

Same Day Estimate. $250 

off ANY project with code 

GET250.  

Call 1-855-460-1476 

 

OLSHAN Foundation Sys-

tems. Your trusted foundation 

repair experts since 1933. 

Foundation repair. Crawl 

space recovery. Basement 

waterproofing. Water man-

agement and more. Free 

evaluation. Limited time up 

to $250 off foundation repair. 

Call Olshan 1-888-437-7797

NO MORE cleaning out 

gutters. Guaranteed! Leaf-

Filter is backed by a no-clog 

gaurantee and lifetime trans-

ferrable warranty. Call today 

1-844-713-4600 to schedule 

a FREE inspection and no 

obligation estimate. Get 15% 

off your entire order. Plus, 

Military & Seniors get an addi-

tional 10% off. Limited time 

only. Restrictions apply, see 

representative for warranty 

and offer details.

167 Cellular Services

CONSUMER CELLULAR- the 

same reliable, nationwide 

coverage as the large carri-

ers. No long-term contract, 

no hidden fees and activation 

is free. All plans feature un-

limited talk and text, starting 

at just $20/month. For more 

information, call  

1-844-211-0742 

504 Business  

Opportunity

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED 
placement through Missouri 
Press Service. Place your ad 
in over 100 Missouri news-
papers for one low  price of  
$350. Contact The Northeast 
News for details,  
816-241-0765.

507 Elder Care

FreedomCare. Let your 
loved ones care for you and 
get paid! Paid by Medicaid. 
Choose family or friends as 
your paid caregiver. Check 
your eligibility today! Call 
FreedomCare now!  
1-844-937-4179

509 Health Care  

Services

UP TO $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance? 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other fianl 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-491-2689 or visit www..
Life55plus.info/Missouri

PORTABLE Oxygen Con-
centrator May be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim indepen-
dence and mobility with com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
Information kit!  
Call 844-299-5183

602 Notices

OUR NEXT issues will be 
published February 4 and 18,
2026. Ad deadlines are noon 
Friday the week before the next 
publish date.

603 Wanted

We Buy Houses for Cash AS 
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any 
condition. Easy three step 
process: Call, get cash offer, 
get paid. Get your fair cash 
offer today by calling Liz Buys 
Houses: 1-855-273-9002REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Academy for Integrated Arts (AFIA) is accepting proposals for contracting 
out the Food Service Program with a Fixed Price contract for the 2026-2027 
school year. The optional pre-proposal meeting will be on February 4, 2026 
at 3:00PM. Request for Proposals are due by March 13, 2026 at 10:00AM. 
For questions and bid speciÚ cations, please contact AFIA at 816-444-1720. 
Academy for Integrated Arts reserves the right to reject any or all bids.
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Groundhog Day is 
coming up, and if the 
groundhog sees his 
shadow, we’re stuck 
with six more weeks 
of frozen paws. If 
you’ve ever played 
Minesweeper, then 
you’ll love this game.

The Mission: Place 
exactly twelve 
clouds on the grid to 
keep our furry friend 
at C10 in the dark. I 
already helped you 
out  by placing one 
cloud in B10 and an-
other in D10, so you 
only have to place 
ten more.

See those numbers 
in the squares? They 
aren’t just for show! 
A number tells you 
exactly how many 
Clouds to place in 
the squares touch-
ing them (up, down, 
left, right, and even 
diagonally!). Don’t 
go putting a cloud on 

a number square—
that’s a “cat-astro-
phe”! Clouds only go 
in the blank white 
squares. To win, you 
must block the sun 
from every side! 
You’ll need at least 
one Cloud some-
where in Column C 
(above him).

If you get stuck, don’t 
have a catnip Åt! 
Use a pencil so you 
can erase your “me-
ow-stakes.” Solve it 
quickly, or we’ll be 
wearing our winter 
coats until April!
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