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Dear Northeast News Reader,

This week, we’ve hidden a little surprise in your paper—just for you! Inside, 

you’ll Ånd a special coloring page of Inky the Cat. While you’re bringing 
Inky to life with color, don’t miss the QR code printed on the page. Scan 
it, and you can make a donation to HNE Media—and thanks to a generous 
matching gift from Institute for NonproÅt News’ NewsMatch program, 
your contribution will be doubled!

We know we’ve been talking a lot about our fundraising drive lately, but we 
wanted to make sure you didn’t overlook this fun, easy way to support local 
journalism. Plus, coloring Inky is way more fun than scrolling your phone.

Thank you for being part of our 
community—and for helping keep 
Northeast News thriving.

With gratitude,

The Northeast News Team

Education Reporter 

DAISY GARCIA-MONTOYA
Northeast News Mascot 

INKY

Createive Design Consultant 

BRYAN STALDER

Managing  Editor 
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Historic Northeast Lofts Groundbreaking Marks Construction Phase
Dorri Partain

Managing Editor

Prior to a ground-
breaking ceremony on 
�ursday, Dec. 3, de-
sign renderings show-
casing the Historic 
Northeast Lo�s proj-
ect’s concept greatly 
contrasted with inte-
rior walls marked by 
years of gra�ti and 
neglect. A�er years of 
planning, funding and 
remediation, Arnold 
Development Group, 
along with numer-
ous City and federal 
partners, celebrated 
the next phase –- con-
struction -- of this 
multi-million dollar 
redevelopment at 5401 
Independence Ave.

Formerly known as 
the Hardesty Federal 
Complex, this multi-
ple-building site has 
seen its share of rede-
velopment plans in the 
past decade. Arnold 
Development, led by 
Jonathan Arnold, �rst 
announced his project 
for housing, retail and 
amenities in February 
2021.

Earlier this year, 
Nomad Develops an-
nounced a partnership 
that would re-envision 
the complex’s Build-
ing 10 as the Historic 
Northeast Public Mar-
ket, opening in sum-
mer 2027.

Building 10 was the 
site for the press con-

ference and design 
showcase, including 
a solar array that will 
provide up to 50 per-
cent of the complexes’ 
energy needs.

A�er Mayor Quin-
ton Lucas welcomed 
attendees, City Council 
representative Crispin 
Rea, Fourth District-
at-Large, spoke about 
growing up nearby, in 
the Blue Valley neigh-
borhood, and thinking 
it was just a blighted 
industrial site where 
nothing would ever 
happen to reshape its 
future, but he now be-
lieves this project is 
transformational.

“It doesn’t do this 
project justice to call 
it ‘transformational’,” 
said Rea. “Knowing the 
challenges this neigh-
borhood has had, this 
isn’t a place that sees a 
lot of economic devel-
opment.”

Rea also acknowl-
edged the partner-
ships, private and pub-
lic, city and non- city, 
that made it possible to 
get to this point, as well 
as funding for toxin re-
mediation through the 
Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA). 
David Cozad, EPA 
Region 7 Acting Dep-
uty Regional Admin, 
spoke next about the 
challenges of this proj-
ect.

“�e EPA has inject-
ed $10 million total 

Brown�elds Funding 
(for remediation) to 
help get this going,” 
said Cozad. “Back 
then, in 2022, we stood 
in this very spot to talk 
about what this might 
be, what this could be-
come. And today, be-
fore our eyes, we see 
it’s going to be all that.”

“Too o�en, con-
tamination stymies 
redevelopment, �at 
out prevents it. Plac-
es like this stay emp-
ty, dilapidated, dete-
riorating. �e EPA 
Brown�elds program 
is about changing that, 
and turning eyesores 
into assets, and that’s 
why the EPA is excit-
ed to be a part of this,” 
Cozad said.

Developer Jonathan 
Arnold spoke about 
the history of all the 
buildings on this site 
and its uses, from a 
1919 garment facto-
ry and warehouse, 
to a federal complex 
during and a�er World 
War II. �e challenge 
for him and his team 
was to �gure out the 
best mix for a success-
ful redevelopment.

“For the last two 
decades, myself and 
the team I’ve had the 
privilege of working 
with,(the challenge) 
has been setting what 
works- what actually 
moves the needle for 
families trying to build 
stable lives,” said Ar-

nold.
Arnold described a 

complete communi-
ty, from 395 residen-
tial units in the main 
building, along with a 
community center and 
child daycare, a public 
market, �tness center, 
and healthcare and job 
training in the com-
plex’s additional build-
ings. Additional ame-
nities would include a 
walkable streetscape, 
landscaping and pub-
lic spaces, and a pool 
and roo�op garden for 
lo� residents.

Lo� units will o�er 
a range of living op-
tions from studios to 
four-bedrooms, with 
83 percent reserved 
for those within 30-
80 percent of the AMI 
(Average Median In-
come).

“�is is what a 
neighborhood looks 
like, when it’s designed 
around what families 
need,” Arnold stated.

Mayor Quinton Lu-
cas, o�cials, and com-
munity members were 
invited to sign a nearby 
wall, then went outside 
and posed for photos 
as the o�cial “ground-
breaking” took place.

Arnold Develop-
ment Group has com-
pleted similar projects, 
converting warehouses 
into RM West at 234 
W. 4th St. Construc-
tion is expected to be 
completed in 2028.

Tuesday, Dec. 9- Public Meeting, Bi-State Sustainable 
Re-investment Corridor, 5 to 7 p.m. Don Bosco Senior Center, 
580 Campbell Ave. Learn the latest developments with this 
new transit initiative, enjoy drinks, snacks and door prizes 
available. Spanish translation provided. For information visit 
https://www.marc.org/bi-state-sustainable-reinvestment-cor-
ridor

Thursday, Dec. 11- Coffee, Culture and Conversation, 10 
to 11 a.m., 2659 Independence Blvd.
Join Inky the Newscat and the staff of The Northeast News 
for coffee, treats, and a discussion about community news. 
Sponsored by the Northeast Kansas City Chamber of Com-
merce. Free.

Saturday, Dec. 13 & Sunday, Dec. 14- Dickens 
Carolers at The Museum of Kansas City, 3218 Gladstone Blvd. 
Enjoy the classic songs of  Christmas performed live on the 
Grand Staircase from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Saturday and 12 to 
4 p.m. on Sunday. Free.

Saturday, Dec. 20- Calvary Temple’s Breakfast with San-
ta, Calvary Temple Assembly of God, 5607 St. John Ave. Chil-
dren from age 0 to 19 are invited to have breakfast with Santa 
Claus and receive a toy and photo. Reservations required, RSVP 
at the Calvary Temple Food Pantry (across from the church), 
open on Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to 11:45 a.m. by Dec. 12.

Saturday, Dec. 20- Pancake Day, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m., Eleos 
Coffee House, 3401 Independence Ave. Serving up pancakes, 
eggs and sausage, build your own plate for $1.00 each.
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Earlier this year, the Missouri 
Department of Conservation inspected 
the Liberty Tree and discovered an 
extensive root fungus had taken hold. 
Photo by Dorri Partain

Dorri Partain

Managing Editor

History lovers, tree 
“huggers”, and just cu-
rious folks — want-
ing to get up close and 
personal with a tree 
that’s been declared the 
oldest in the state— 
gathered to pay tribute 
to “Frank the Liberty 
Tree” on Saturday, De-
cember 6.

Located in the side 
yard of the residence of 
�omas Harris and Jes-
sica �omas at 328 S. 
Monroe, this burr oak 
was already over 100 
years old when their 
home was built circa 
1900 and has sheltered 
and o�ered shade to 
generations since.

“Frank” was cata-
loged as a Liberty Tree 
during the American 
Bicentennial in 1976 
and was nominated by 
then-owner Frank Mc-
Laughlin. Owners Har-
ris and �omas found 
the original certi�cate 
hanging in the home 
when they purchased 
it last August and de-
cided to call the old oak 
“Frank” in his honor.

Concerned about 
Frank’s age and health, 
they contacted the 
Missouri Department 
of Conservation and 
received the sad news 
that a root fungus had 
taken hold and for 
safety concerns, Frank 
would have to be re-
moved.

With a tree that is 
so well-known to the 
community, Harris and 
�omas, along with 
second-�oor tenant 
Crystal Beasley, de-
cided to honor Frank’s 
long life with a party, 
champagne toast, and 
a chance to share mem-
ories with others. With 
being new to their 
home and the North-
east community, “We 
don’t have memories,” 
�omas shared on Sat-
urday.

Invited guests in-
cluded Fourth District-
at-Large City Council 
representative Crispin 
Rea, who spoke about 
all the events that have 
occurred in Frank’s 
lifetime.

“I had to do some 
research to look back 
on what was happen-
ing 250 years ago,” said 
Rea.

“On this date, 250 
years ago, the Second 
Continental Congress 
wrote their �rst for-
mal response to King 
George’s Proclamation 
of Rebellion. A year 
later, and a couple of 
weeks later, Washing-
ton crossed the Del-
aware (River) on that 
fateful night on De-
cember 25, 1776. �is 
tree is pre-Revolution-
ary Way, pre-Lousian-
na Purchase, pre-Civil 
War, pre-World War I, 
World War II- all these 
incredible things that 
have happened in the 

world.” 
“I look forward to 

what we can grow next- 
I don’t know that we’ll 
plant a tree that will last 
another 250 years,” said 
Rea.

To answer questions 
about the tree’s health 
and how it will be re-
moved, Ron and Tif-
fany Gamm of Alpha 
& Omega Complete 
Tree Services spoke 
about how the root 
fungus was caused by 
improper pruning, 
which caused a cut that 
didn’t heal and allowed 
water to seep into the 
tree. While damage 
at the base of the tree 
is clearly visible, they 
won’t know how much 
the tree has rotted un-
til they begin to take it 
down.

Ron Gamm an-
nounced to the crowd 
in attendance that af-
ter discussions with 
the home owners, they 
believed there was no 
immediate danger and 
would not begin re-
moval until January 4, 
2026, when America 
would begin celebrat-
ing 250 years of inde-
pendence.

Following a toast 
(champagne or spar-
kling cider) led by 
Beasley to Frank and 
his legacy, attendees 
walked around the tree, 
took photos, and gath-
ered bits of loose bark 
as mementos. �omas 
said the Gamms had of-

fered to salvage a piece 
of the Liberty Tree and 
have it made into a cut-
ting board or some oth-
er useful memento.

On Sunday, via email, 
Beasley, �omas and 
Harris thanked every-
one who came by and 
visited with them and 
Frank.

“What began as a 
simple idea to honor a 
part of Missouri histo-
ry became one of the 
most heartfelt com-
munity events we have 
ever been part of.”

A GoFundMe ac-
count has been set up 
to help defray the cost 
of removal, which has 
been estimated to total 
$9000, an unexpected 
expense.

To donate, go to 
https://www.gofund-
me.com/f/frank-the-
liberty-tree-a-final-
farewell-to-250-years

For those interest-
ed in any salvageable 
wood cut from the Lib-
erty Tree, sign up at his 
link:

https : / /do cs .go o-
gle.com/forms/d/e/
1 FA Ip QL S f K n 8 o B -
G 0 z 4 l J g D b x J c -
J s Ya x x 0 F D F b k - r h -
v fB49ACxbls7xaQ/
viewform?usp=pub-
lish-editor

Read Northeast 
News’ previous cover-
age of the Liberty Tree 
at: https://northeast-
news.net/pages/liber-
ty-tree-family-tree/

Celebration Marks Long Life of Historic Liberty Tree
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Bryan Stalder

Contributor

Kansas City leaders 
are moving to crack 
down on a range of 
unregulated psycho-
active products found 
in gas stations, con-
venience stores, vape 
shops, and smoke 
shops throughout the 
city. On �ursday, 
Dec. 4, Mayor Quin-
ton Lucas introduced 
Ordinance 251028, 
which would prohibit 
the sale of substances 
commonly marketed 
as “gas station drugs,” 
including kratom, 
Delta-8 and Delta-9 
THC edibles, nitrous 
oxide cartridges, and 
a growing list of syn-
thetic intoxicants.

City o�cials say the 
proposal comes af-
ter years of mounting 
concerns about health 
risks, overdoses, and 
public safety issues 
tied to businesses 
that sell these prod-
ucts. Many of the sub-
stances are marketed 
as “natural” or “legal 
alternatives” to mar-
ijuana or pain reliev-
ers, but they remain 
unregulated and un-
approved by the FDA.

“Unregulated gas 
station drugs are 
sold with virtually no 
oversight,” Mayor Lu-
cas said, announcing 
the measure. “�ese 

products are mar-
keted as legal alter-
natives but can be 
just as dangerous as 
controlled substanc-
es. We cannot allow 
items that contribute 
to addiction, overdos-
es, and neighborhood 
instability—especial-
ly those a�ecting our 
children—to remain 
on our shelves.”

Local community 
leaders say those con-
cerns echo what they 
see on the ground. 
Laura Birdsong, Re-
source Team Manager 
for the Independence 
Avenue Community 
Improvement District, 
said products like kra-
tom or synthetic can-
nabinoids have been 
contributing to de-
pendency and health 
crises in the neigh-
borhoods her team 
serves. “�ere is no 
bene�t in this world 
run rampant with an 
opioid crisis to o�er 
masked products that 
have the same e�ect,” 
she said. “�ey create 
a dependency or leave 
people experiencing 
horri�c withdrawals. 
I personally am happy 
to see the city taking 
measures to hinder 
exposure to substanc-
es that can cause 
harm, especially when 
it comes to protecting 
our youth.”

�e Health Depart-

ment recently exam-
ined a polysubstance 
overdose death in 
which kratom was 
detected, prompting 
renewed scrutiny of 
the herbal stimulant 
and sedative. Federal 
health agencies have 
long warned that kra-
tom may be addic-
tive and can produce 
opioid-like e�ects at 
higher doses. Delta-8 
and Delta-9 THC 
products, o�en sold 
in colorful packaging 
or in edible form, also 
lack FDA approval 
and have been linked 
nationwide to adverse 
reactions ranging 
from severe anxiety to 
loss of consciousness. 
Studies and toxicolo-
gy reports have raised 
questions about their 
purity, potency, and the 
chemicals used in their 
production, particu-
larly for Delta-8 prod-
ucts synthesized from 
hemp-derived CBD.

Medical experts 
warn that the acces-
sibility of these sub-
stances makes them 
particularly concern-
ing. Many teens and 
young adults are able 
to purchase them over 
the counter, o�en un-
aware of the poten-
tial for unwanted or 
negative e�ects. Some 
health care providers 
have reported a rise 
in adolescent use and 

say emergency rooms 
are seeing more pa-
tients who have com-
bined these products 
with alcohol or other 
substances. Doctors 
caution that even 
substances labeled as 
“plant-based” or “nat-
ural” can carry signif-
icant risks, especially 
when sold without 
testing or regulatory 
oversight.

City o�cials say the 
risks don’t end with 
personal health. Ac-
cording to the Pub-
lic Safety Task Force, 
several Kansas City 
businesses that sell 
these intoxicants have 
also been the sites of 
repeated disorder, 
police calls, and nui-
sance activity. �e 
task force has recom-
mended in multiple 
cases that shops stop 
selling such products 
to help reduce crime 
and improve neigh-
borhood safety.

Councilman Nathan 
Willett said concerns 
extend to products be-
ing marketed toward 
younger customers. 
He pointed to “7-OH,” 
a kratom metabolite, 
and similar deriva-
tives being packaged 
in ways that appeal to 
teens. “KC is stepping 
up to do something 
about it,” he said.

Kansas City Proposes Ban on “Gas Station Drugs” Amid Rising Health Concerns

What These Substances Do
Kratom: A plant-derived stimulant at low 
doses; can produce sedative or opioid-
like effects at higher doses. Not FDA-
approved; concerns include addiction, 
anxiety, and respiratory depression.

Delta-8 / Delta-9 THC: Psychoactive 
compounds related to marijuana. Delta-8 
is typically synthesized from hemp and 
may contain chemical byproducts; Delta-9 
is the primary intoxicant in cannabis. Both 
can cause impairment and, in some cases, 
severe anxiety or hallucinations.

Nitrous Oxide Misuse: Recreational 
inhalation can lead to oxygen deprivation, 
loss of consciousness, and long-term 
neurological damage.

What the Ordinance Would Do

• Ban the sale of unregulated psychoactive 
substances in gas stations, convenience 
stores, vape shops, and smoke shops.

• Impose $750–$1,000 daily �nes for 
violations.

• Allow business license suspension or 
revocation for continued sales.

• Exempt FDA-approved medicines and 
legitimate industrial or medical uses of 
nitrous oxide

Continued on  

page 11
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Bryan Stalder

Contributor

A new exhibition 
at the Black Archives 
of Mid-America is 
shining a long-over-
due spotlight on the 
Black �re�ghters who 
helped build and pro-
tect Kansas City — 
o�en under unequal 
and segregated condi-
tions, but always with 
the same courage and 
responsibility as their 
white counterparts.

�e exhibit, titled 
“KC Fire,” is a collab-
oration between the 
Black Archives and 
the Kansas City Fire 
Historical Society 
(KCFHS). Drawing 
from both organiza-
tions’ extensive col-
lections, the display 
brings together more 
than a century of his-
tory through artifacts, 
images, and stories 

rarely seen by the 
public.

Inside the Rotat-
ing Gallery at the Ar-
chives, visitors move 
through decades of 
�re�ghting history: 
well-worn helmets, 
early alarm boxes, in-
tricately cra�ed noz-
zles, and heavy canvas 
hoses that once raced 
through the streets 
on horse-drawn rigs. 
One standout piece 
— a preserved horse 
collar used by early 
�re companies — re-
minds guests just how 
far �re service tech-
nology has come since 
the late 1800s.

Historic photo-
graphs line the walls, 
capturing the faces 
of Black �re�ghters 
whose service dates 
back generations. 
Many served during 
eras when �rehouses, 
promotions, and even 

daily assignments 
were shaped by seg-
regation. One long-
time �re�ghter and 
historian involved in 
the project summed 
up the exhibit’s power 
simply: the artifacts 
represent “the same 
work” — the same 
danger, the same re-
sponsibility — even 
when equality was not 
yet part of the job.

�e community got 
its �rst look at the ex-
hibit during a special 
opening reception on 
Dec. 4, where attend-
ees enjoyed refresh-
ments, participated in a 
�re-department histo-
ry trivia game, and met 
some of the organizers 
who helped bring the 
project together.

�e partnership be-
hind the exhibit re-
�ects the missions of 
both institutions.

�e Black Ar-

chives of Mid-Amer-
ica, founded in 1974 
by historian Horace 
M. Peterson III, has 
grown from a person-
al passion project into 
one of the region’s 
primary stewards of 
African American 
history. Its collections 
document the stories, 
achievements, and 
cultural contribu-
tions of Black Kansas 
Citians through re-
search materials, pho-
tographs, oral histo-
ries, and exhibitions. 
�e Archives’ per-
manent gallery, With 
My Eyes No Longer 
Blind — named a�er 
a Langston Hughes 
poem — traces Black 
life in Kansas City 
from its earliest days 
to the present.

Likewise, the Kan-
sas City Fire Historical 
Society, established in 
1990, is dedicated to 

preserving the history 
of a �re department 
that dates back to 1868. 
�e society collects ar-
tifacts, documents, and 
oral histories with the 
goal of eventually es-
tablishing a public mu-
seum honoring Kansas 
City’s �re-service heri-
tage.

Together, the two 
organizations are 
highlighting a chap-
ter of civic history 

that has too o�en 
gone unrecognized: 
the Black men and 
women whose ser-
vice protected Kansas 
City’s neighborhoods 
through decades of 
change.

“KC Fire” is on 
display at the Black 
Archives’ Rotating 
Gallery, 1722 E. 17th 
Terrace, through Dec. 
29, 2025. Admission is 
free.

New Exhibit Honors the Legacy of Black Firefighters in Kansas City
What to Know If You Go

Location & Hours: The exhibit runs 
at BAMA’s Rotating Gallery at 1722 
E 17th Terrace in the 18th & Vine 
District — Monday through Friday, 9 
a.m.–5 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays by 
appointment only.

Admission: Free.

Programs & People: The December 
4 opening reception offered a chance 
to meet both historical-society 
representatives and archive staff, learn 
more about Black �re�ghting history, and 
see rare artifacts and photographs up 
close.

Bryan Stalder

Contributor

Kansas City Fire 
Chief Ross Grundys-
on, a 30-year veteran 
of KCFD who has led 
the department since 
early 2023, has an-
nounced he will re-
tire in January 2026. 
Grundyson shared 
the news with �re de-
partment o�cials this 

fall, saying the time 
was right “to pass the 
torch” a�er more than 
two years as chief.

As part of this tran-
sition, Grundyson will 
help City Manager 
Mario Vasquez select 
his successor. �e city 
is conducting a na-
tionwide search and 
recently relaxed its 
educational require-
ments for the posi-

tion, shi�ing its focus 
toward operational 
experience in large ur-
ban �re departments.

Last week, the city 
introduced three �nal-
ists for the job—none 
of whom come from 
within KCFD. Craig 
Buckley, Michael Mari-
no, and Michael Mire, 
were introduced to the 
public at a forum host-
ed at the Kansas City 

Public Library’s Plaza 
Branch (4801 Main St.) 
on �ursday, Decem-
ber 4. Each candidate 
presented their vision 
for KCFD, focusing on 
leadership, commu-
nity trust, innovation, 
and employee devel-
opment, with plans for 
a new Chief expected 
soon a�er the nation-
wide search. �ese 
candidates have back-

grounds in Houston, 
Orlando and the Wash-
ington, D.C., regions.

�eir introduction 
marks a notable shi� 
for the department, 
which had seen in-
terest from internal 
leaders, including two 
KCFD deputy chiefs. 
However, the �nal 
pool now consists en-
tirely of outside appli-
cants. Kansas City Fire 

Department (KCFD) 
Chief Grundyson’s 
departure closes a 
chapter marked by 
both challenges and 
progress within the 
department, while the 
city looks ahead to 
selecting a new chief 
who will guide KCFD 
into its next era.

Kansas City Fire Department Chief Announces Retirement
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Dr. Adrienne B. 

Haynes, Esq., 

Contributor

Creating an umbrel-
la company to man-
age new or existing 
businesses is a type 
of business combi-
nation. When decid-
ing to undertake this 
transaction, there are 
several factors to con-
sider. Prudent busi-
ness owners should 
thoroughly consider 
the implications of 
creating a parent or 
holding company, in-
cluding a liability and 
choice of entity anal-
ysis, as well as how to 
manage the transfer of 
ownership for already 
existing businesses.

Creating a Parent 

Company

�e decision to 
streamline all busi-
nesses under an um-
brella company may 
be done through the 
creation of a parent 
company or a holding 
company.

Holding Company

 A holding company 
is a company formed 
to control other com-
panies, usually con�n-
ing its role to owning 
stock and supervis-
ing management. It 
does not participate 
in making day-to-day 

business decisions in 
those companies.

Parent Company 

A parent company is 
a corporation that has 
a controlling interest 
in another corpora-
tion (called a sub-
sidiary corporation), 
usually through own-
ership of more than 
one-half of the voting 
stock.

Legally, the two en-
tities are very sim-
ilar. Both may take 
the form of a Limited 
Liability Company 
(“LLC”) or a Corpo-
ration. �ey must be 
registered with the 
State’s Secretary of 
State O�ce and if the 
business is formed as 
a corporation, it must 
observe corporate for-
malities.

Liability Analysis of 

a Holding or Parent 

Company

�e purpose of cre-
ating entities is to shi� 
the risk of being sued 
to the entity and away 
from our person, and 
thus, our personal as-
sets. �e creation of 
a holding or parent 
company provides an-
other layer of liability 
protection to the own-
ers. With the prop-
er legal structures in 
place, if subsidiary 
company fails or is 

sued, it does not a�ect 
the entire business 
empire. If a subsidi-
ary company were to 
be sued, usually only 
the assets and opera-
tions of that business 
are considered in the 
litigation. However, 
this liability protec-
tion does not exist if 
the parent or holding 
company is sued.

Corporate Veil

�e legal assumption 
that the acts of a cor-
poration are not the 
actions of its share-
holders, so that the 
shareholders are ex-
empt from liability 
for the corporation’s 
actions.

Piercing the  

Corporate Veil 

�e judicial act of 
imposing personal li-
ability on otherwise 
immune corporate 
o�cers, directors, or 
shareholder’s for the 
[business’] wrongful 
acts.

However, courts 
have pierced the cor-
porate veil of limit-
ed liability if certain 
factors are present. In 
order for a court to 
pierce the corporate 
veil when a subsidiary 
is sued, which would 
expose the parent 
company to liability, 
one or more of the 

following factors must 
exist to indicate injus-
tices and inequitable 
consequences:

• Fraudulent repre-
sentation by business 
directors

•Undercapitaliza-
tion

• Failure to observe 
corporate formalities

• Absence of corpo-
rate records

• Payment by the 
corporation of indi-
vidual obligations; or

• Use of the corpora-
tion to promote fraud, 
injustice, or illegalities

Speci�cally in Mis-
souri, the courts have 
applied a three part 
test, as held in Ra-
daszewski v. Telecom 
Corp. To pierce the 
corporate veil, one 
must show:

• Control, not mere 
majority or complete 
stock control, but 
complete domination, 
not only of �nanc-
es, but of policy and 
business practice in 
respect to the trans-
action attacked so that 
the corporate entity as 
to this transaction has 
at the time, no sepa-
rate mind, will, or ex-
istence of it’s own; and

• Such control must 
have been used by the 
defendant company 
to commit fraud or 
wrong, to perpetrate 
the violation of a stat-

utory or other positive 
legal duty, or dishonest 
and unjust act in con-
travention of plainti� ’s 
legal rights; and the 
aforesaid control and 
breach of duty must 
proximately cause the 
injury or unjust loss 
complained of.

Business strategies 

for avoiding piercing 

of the corporate veil 

include:

• Having a diversi-
�ed portfolio of busi-
nesses owned by the 
parent company,

• Ensuring that the 
business has insur-
ance (a consideration 
in the undercapital-
ization analysis), and

• Making sure that 
the parent company 
treats the subsidiaries 
are separate business-
es (subsidiary does 
business in its own 
name, no undocu-
mented transfers of 
funds, consider sep-
arate business insur-
ance, subsidiary has 
its own assets)

• Ensuring that 
owner’s treat the busi-
ness entity as separate 
than themselves.

When a parent com-
pany is sued, the sub-
sidiary companies are 
at risk because when 
they are owned and 
controlled by the par-
ent company, they are 

assets, and thus, liable 
to be used to satisfy a 
judgment or debts. In 
Missouri, courts have 
generally held that 
while a creditor may 
be allowed a court or-
der to the pro�ts of a 
subsidiary, they can-
not take possession of 
the ownership interest 
or a�ect the manage-
ment of the company. 
Activities outside of 
general management 
and supervision of the 
subsidiary companies 
should be limited as to 
not open up the par-
ent or holding compa-
ny to suit.

�is article is an 
overview of business 
formation legal consid-
erations, and does not 
cover every legal right 
or obligation, consid-
eration, exception, or 
restriction. �ese de-
cisions are complex 
and should be well re-
searched and discussed 
with professionals be-
fore being made.

Creating a Parent or Holding Company 
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As �anksgiving 
came and went in the 
Historic Northeast, 
the spirit of generos-
ity proved stronger 
than ever. Following 
this year’s �anks-
giving Food & Es-
sentials Basket Drive, 
the Northeast Kan-
sas City Chamber of 
Commerce (NEK-
CCoC) is celebrat-
ing the kindness and 
compassion shown 
by residents and local 
businesses alike.

�anks to the out-
pouring of support 
from neighbors 
across the North-
east community, the 
Chamber was able 
to identify residents 
in need and provide 
each of them with 

a Cosentino’s Price 
Chopper gi� card, 
donated directly by 
the NEKC Chamber 
of Commerce. �ese 
gi�s ensured that 
these folks could shop 
for groceries and es-
sentials to maintain 
a warm and digni�ed 
holiday season.

In addition to the 
gi� cards, community 
members and neigh-
borhood businesses 
contributed a variety 
of food, household 
supplies, and comfort 
items. Many of these 
donations were deliv-
ered to the Northeast 
High School Food 
Pantry — known as 
the Northeast Vil-
lage Pantry — where 
they will continue to 
support students and 
families throughout 
the upcoming winter 

season. A Cosentino’s 
gi� card was also in-
cluded in the pantry 
delivery, expanding 
the reach of this year’s 
drive even further.

While the �anks-
giving Basket Drive 
o�cially wrapped up 
before the holiday, 
its impact will be felt 
well beyond a single 
week of celebration. 
�e NEKCCoC ex-
pressed gratitude for 
everyone who donat-
ed, nominated fami-
lies, or helped spread 
the word, noting that 
this year’s success is 
a testament to the 
strength and compas-
sion of the Historic 
Northeast.

The donations to 
the pantry come 
at a critical time 
for Northeast High 
School students, 

many of whom face 
economic challeng-
es at home. Nearly 
all students qualify 
for free or reduced 

lunch, and the Vi-
king Village Pantry 
provides additional 
support to help fam-
ilies stretch their re-

sources.
Run by alumni of 

the school, the pan-
try has grown from 

Community Generosity Shines in NEKCCoC Thanksgiving Basket Drive

Want to become a NEKC Chamber member? Check out these 
five easy steps:

1.	 Go online to https://nekcchamber.com/join-today
2.	 Decide the type of Membership that best suits your business/

organization
3.	 Fill out information about your business/organization
4.	 Pay your membership fee 
5.	 You are now ofÚcally a NEKC Chamber member

Northeast High School Village Pantry, © NortheastNews, 2022
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NEKC Chamber member benefits:
Monthly Business Section: The Chamber sponsors a monthly 
business section in the Northeast News. Businesses that commit to a monthly 
ad enjoy an annual feature story on their business.

Monthly Newsletter: Monthly member newsletter with updates 
on upcoming events, new businesses, workshops, and other important news 
impacting the Northeast business community.

Technical Assistance: The chamber provides technical assistance 
and referrals to help with business plans, developing working capital, and 
business licenses and permits.

After Hours Events: The Chamber invites members to host 
periodic After Hours events. These informal gatherings provide opportunities 
to enhance new and old relationships; exchange ideas on products, services, 
and sales; and meet new business owners and government ofÚcials.

Commercial Listings: The www.nekcchamber.com website 
provides free commercial property listings to members. property 
descriptions and a map help to encourage new businesses in the Northeast 
area. Non-members pay a fee for these listings.

Public Policy Advocacy: The Chamber promotes policies for 
economic development in the Northeast. Its Governmental Affairs Committee 
works with ofÚcials to keep members updated on business growth issues.

Facade Rebate Program: The Independence Avenue CID 
also offers member businesses the opportunity to apply for facade rebate 
funding to assist in updating or improving the exterior of their retail outlet 
in the CID’s footprint.

UNCONDITIONAL WHOLE-PERSON CARE

KC CARE Health Center o�ers trusted, unconditional 
whole-person care to everyone with the promise of a 

personalized and a�rming experience.

PRIMARY 

CARE

DENTAL  

CARE

BEHAVIORAL  

HEALTH

PHARMACYHIV  

SERVICES

SEXUAL 

HEALTH

kccare.org            
816.753.5144

NORTHEAST
4601 Independence Ave.
Kansas City, Mo. 64124

PEDIATRICS

Brochures
Business Cards

Carbonless Forms

Envelopes

Fliers

Labels

Letterhead

Banners & Signs

(816) 241-2754
E-mail: adco@prodigy.net

  

   Serving the Metro Area

 • Since 1967 •

Advertising Specialties

We are certified as a

(Women Business Enterprise)

YOUR FULL SERVICE

COMMERCIAL

PRINTER

WBE

6043 E. Truman Road

Kansas City, Missouri 64126

Cell: 816-682-9500

Wedding Invitations

3414 INDEPENDENCE AVE

(816) 920-6640 
Set up your appointment now!

Start your return remotely
4.6 Google StarsWe file taxes year round, 

double check returns prepared 

elsewhere, review and respond 

to IRS letters, and assist with 

ITIN and LLC filings!

• Refer a new client to

Liberty tax and get a

$50 Referral!

a small bookshelf 
of dry goods into a 
multi-room opera-
tion that o�ers food, 
clothing, and other 
essentials. Volun-
teers work to provide 
fresh vegetables, pro-
tein, and shelf-stable 
meals that help stu-
dents stay nourished 
and focused in the 
classroom.

The pantry also 
offers a clothing 

closet, stocked with 
gently used and do-
nated dress clothes 
for interviews, 
school events, and 
other important 
occasions. Students 
often volunteer 
alongside alum-
ni, learning skills 
like folding, sort-
ing, and organiz-
ing items — build-
ing confidence and 
work experience 

while giving back 
to their own com-
munity.

“�e pantry isn’t 
just about food and 
clothing,” said pantry 
supervisor Roberta 
Holt-Kipper, Class of 
1969. “It’s about let-
ting students know 
that someone cares 
about them, that they 
have support in their 
corner.”

By donating to the 

�anksgiving Basket 
Drive, community 
members not only 
helped families cele-
brate the holiday but 
also strengthened 
the ongoing work of 
the Viking Village 
Pantry, ensuring that 
students and families 
in the Northeast have 
resources and care 
throughout the win-
ter months.
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As someone who has 
spent more hours than 
I can count at PH Cof-
fee — meeting neigh-
bors, hosting conver-
sations, doing work I 
should have �nished 
days earlier — I’ve al-
ways appreciated how 
this place keeps �nd-
ing new ways to root 
itself deeper into the 
community. �e café 
has long been one of 
those rare neighbor-
hood anchors where 
you can walk in at any 
time of day and �nd 
someone you know, 
or someone you’re 
glad to have met. So 
when I started hear-
ing whispers about a 
new speakeasy tak-
ing shape just beyond 
the café, my curiosity 
kicked in quickly.

Called Public 
House, this 21-and-
up hideaway is tucked 

into the neighboring 
annex space — just 
far enough from the 
main café to feel like 
a discovery, but close 
enough to feel con-
nected. It o�cially 
opened its doors with 
an “emerald experi-
ence” the weekend of 
November 28–29, a 
nod to the Wizard of 
Oz–inspired theme 
that gives this space 
a whimsical, glow-
ing personality. But 
the décor is only the 
�rst impression. �e 
intention behind it is 
what carries through.

“We wanted to cre-
ate a space at night 
that provides a similar 
experience to PH Cof-
fee during the day — 
a place to gather with 
friends and neighbors 
and be yourself,” ex-
plained owner Eric 
Rosell. �e result is 
a small, thoughtful-
ly-designed room 
�lled with so� light-

ing, comfortable seat-
ing, and the kind of 
warm hum that en-
courages lingering. 
Behind the bar, an 
intentionally curated 
menu features cock-
tails, natural wines, 
local beers, and small 
bites made in-house. 

“We provide a cu-
rated list of cra�ed 
items from cocktails 
to small bites with 
di�erent price ranges 
to allow each of our 
neighbors to come en-
joy the space,” Rosell 
said.

Public House is 
re�ned without be-
ing pretentious, 
cozy without feeling 
cramped, and — most 
importantly — deeply 
in tune with the spirit 
of PH Co�ee. It’s the 
kind of place where 
you can have a qui-
et conversation, slide 
into a booth with a 
friend a�er a long 
week, or simply enjoy 

being around other 
people who call His-
toric Northeast home.

For now, the speak-
easy will be open ev-
ery Friday and Satur-
day from 6 to 10 p.m., 
a schedule that al-
ready feels like a nat-
ural extension of the 
café’s daytime role as a 
community hub. And 
the neighborhood re-
sponse has been im-
mediate. 

“�e reaction from 
the community has 

been really positive,” 
Rosell said, “with 
some guests letting 
us know how a place 
at night has been 
missing in our area 
for some time, and 
our Public House is 
providing a space for 
them to gather with 
their friends and 
neighbors.”

On Friday, Decem-
ber 5, I spent about 
three hours, and you 
can read more about 
that experience at 

northeastnews.net. 
I’m sure that Public 
House is going to be-
come one of those af-
ter-dark staples that 
keeps our neighbor-
hood feeling connect-
ed, creative, and alive. 
Sometimes all a com-
munity needs is one 
more welcoming light 
glowing on a quiet 
street, inviting you in.

PH Co�ee and Pub-
lic House are located 
at 2200 and 2202 Lex-
ington Avenue.

A New Glow Behind the Green Door at PH Coffee

It was a busy weekend in Historic Northeast!

Residents had no shortage of things to see and do, from the 
Pendleton Heights Holiday Homes Tour and the Northeast 
Arts KC Open Studios to the Champagne Celebration of Life 
for Frank the Liberty Tree. PH Coffee’s new cocktail bar, The 
Public House, hosted the second weekend of its “Emerald 
Experience,” and Northeast Pizza stayed bustling after earn-
ing a 7.7 rating from internet personality David Portnoy last 
week.

The Northeast News team made an effort to stop 
by each event, but with limited print space, we 
can’t include all our photos—so be sure to visit  
northeastnews.net to see all of our photographs.
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For more than nine 
decades, �e North-
east News has been a 
constant in a neigh-
borhood that is always 
changing. Our com-
munity has welcomed 
wave a�er wave of new 
Americans, working 
families, and peo-
ple who arrive here 
searching for stability, 
possibility, and a place 
to belong. �rough 
all of it—economic 
downturns, cultural 
shi�s, political dis-
agreements, and the 
everyday challenges 
of community life—
the newspaper has re-
mained: a free, local 
source of information 
created by and for the 
residents of Historic 
Northeast.

�e truth is, sustain-
ing a community news-
paper has never been 

easy. It takes long hours, 
tight budgets, creativ-
ity, and a deep love for 
the neighborhood. It’s 
also true that, over the 
years, people haven’t 
always agreed with the 
paper’s decisions, tone, 
coverage, or leadership. 
�at’s normal. A com-
munity as diverse and 
passionate as ours will 
never see every issue the 
same way. But disagree-
ment should never turn 
into discrediting. When 
misinformation, per-
sonal grudges, or half-
truths are directed at a 
small local newspaper, 
the real damage isn’t to a 
single person—it’s to the 
entire community that 
depends on accurate, 
local reporting.

�e Northeast News 
has always welcomed 
a wide variety of voic-
es. Editorials have 
been written by people 
from across the politi-
cal spectrum, and the 

paper has consistent-
ly published letters to 
the editor, communi-
ty perspectives, and 
commentary from 
residents of all back-
grounds. True com-
munity journalism is 
not about one person’s 
agenda—it’s about cre-
ating a public square 
where everyone has 
access to trustworthy 
information and ev-
eryone has the chance 
to be heard.

Today, this news-
paper is doing exact-
ly that. It is opening 
its doors wider than 
ever to neighborhood 
writers, artists, pho-
tographers, and story-
tellers. It is providing 
space for emerging 
voices, citizen-journal-
ists, and creatives who 
want to contribute to 
something larger than 
themselves. In an era 
when social media ar-
guments spread fast-

er than facts, having 
a trusted local plat-
form—one not driven 
by algorithms or sen-
sationalism—is rare 
and valuable.

As we enter the hol-
iday season, it’s worth 
remembering what 
binds us together. 
Northeast is a neigh-
borhood built on resil-
ience, optimism, and 
generosity. We don’t 
always agree, but we 
always show up. Sup-
porting our commu-
nity newspaper is one 
of the simplest ways 
to show up for each 
other. Donations help 
keep this work going—
especially now, when 
contributions through 
the end of the year are 
matched through the 
Institute of Nonpro�t 
News NewsMatch pro-
gram. But support isn’t 
only �nancial. Shar-
ing your talents, your 
stories, and your time 

strengthens the paper 
and, in turn, strength-
ens the neighborhood.

Negativity is easy. 
Unity is work—but 
it’s the kind of work 
that pays dividends 
for generations. If you 
value local voices, lo-
cal history, and local 

storytelling, then we 
invite you to push past 
the noise, focus on 
what matters, and help 
ensure that Northeast 
News continues into its 
next century.

�is paper belongs 
to all of us. Let’s keep it 
going—together.

Northeast News Belongs to All of Us — Let’s Protect It

Community safe-
ty teams along Inde-
pendence Avenue say 
they’ve seen �rsthand 
how these products 
can contribute to 
disorder. Bobbi Bak-
er-Hughes, District 
Manager of the In-
dependence Avenue 
Community Improve-
ment District, said her 
organization routine-
ly discusses the issue 
during its weekly se-

curity meetings. “�e 
CID supports the ef-
forts of state, county, 
and city o�cials to 
regulate these prod-
ucts,” she said. “We 
discuss the impacts 
that arise from the 
sale of these products 
as well as solutions for 
how to deal with the 
consequences of them 
at our weekly safety 
and security meetings. 
We invite the public to 

attend these meetings 
any time.”

Under the proposed 
ordinance, stores 
caught selling these 
products could face 
�nes of $750 to $1,000 
per day, along with 
potential suspension 
or revocation of their 
business licenses. �e 
ordinance outlines 
several factors the city 
can use to determine 
a violation—such as 

products being kept 
hidden behind count-
ers, being advertised 
with language sug-
gesting psychoactive 
e�ects, or being linked 
to repeated “disorder” 
calls. �e measure ex-
empts FDA-approved 
medications and legit-
imate uses of nitrous 
oxide in medical, den-
tal, food service, and 
industrial settings.

If passed, residents 

may notice some 
products disappear-
ing from store shelves, 
as well as increased 
inspections at busi-
nesses known for sell-
ing hemp-based or 
synthetic intoxicants. 
City leaders say the 
goal is not only to pro-
tect public health but 
also to address chron-
ic nuisance issues tied 
to certain retailers.

At the time of press, 

the ordinance was 
scheduled for discus-
sion in the City Coun-
cil’s Finance, Gov-
ernance, and Public 
Safety Committee on 
Tuesday, December 
9 at 10:30 a.m. in the 
City Council Cham-
bers. Look for more 
details in our online 
story.

“Gas station” drugs Continued from page 5
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Continued on next page

A week earlier, signs had appeared all over town:
Wanted! Coal miners for Weir City, Kansas, land of Paradise. 

Coal 3 feet, 10 inches high. One dollar per ton per day, paid 
twice a month, in cash. Special trains leave Birmingham on June 
28. Get ready and join your friends in the Land of Plenty.

The train rolled out of Birmingham as scheduled in the late af-
ternoon. The black passengers, mostly men but also a few wom-
en and children, embarked on a new and wonderous journey. 
They were excited to plant new roots. With nearly three hun-
dred on board, they were on a path to Weir City. Overnight, the 
train made a special stop, in Memphis, where twenty white men 
cloaked under the cover of darkness loaded more than a dozen 
wooden crates into a freight car, then climbed aboard the last 
passenger car which had been empty.

Sol Porter had a window seat but never saw the guards board 
the train. He was twenty-one, tall and slender, with wide shoul-
ders and long arms. He could throw a baseball faster than any 
man in Jefferson County, black or otherwise. He’d never been 
inside a coal mine before, but he wanted to see the world and put 
some money in his pocket.This seemed as good a way as any. In 
the seat next to him was a shorter man of huskier build, at least 
ten years his senior. The man had only one possession: a King 
James Bible. He eventually struck up a conversation with the 
younger passenger. “So you think they’ll treat us good in Weir 
City?” the man asked.

“I sure hope so,” Sol answered. “That K&T man told me, ‘Y’all 
ain’t gettin’ much down here. Up there ya get better pay and a 
chance to be your own boss, with real wages, a house and trans-
portation to where ya can be free!’” He couldn’t help but be 
hopeful for what lie ahead.

“Amen to that!” the other man replied, but then asked, “Hey, 
what’s K&T, anyway?”

Sol chuckled. “You know, the place we goin’ to work for.” He 
was surprised the man didn’t know that already.

The other passenger was incredulous. “We ain’t goin’ to work 
for K&T,” he said. “This train is bound for Central Coal & Coke.”

Sol quickly dropped his smile and tried to reconcile the infor-
mation. “But they said the train for K&T leaves on the twen-
ty-ninth.”

The other man began to laugh. “But today’s the twenty-eighth. 
You got on the wrong train!”

Sol was dumbfounded.
The man could see his young companion was in distress, so he 

let the laughter fade away. “Hey, man, don’t worry ’bout it. We 

all goin’ to Weir 
City. If workin’ for 
K&T means that 
much to ya, I’m 
sure ya can just 
walk over there 
and get on with 
them. Sounds like 
they need lots of 
workers up there 
for some reason.” 
He then offered a 
hand to the young-
er man. “By the 
way, my name’s 
Poor Williams.”

Sol was still ad-
dled but took his 
hand. “Nice to 
meet ya,” he said. “My name’s Sol Porter.”

A few seconds passed in silence before Poor started shaking 
his head once more, then laughed all over again. “Got on the 
wrong train. Now how ’bout that?”

Sol could �nally see the humor in it, too, and laughed with him. 
Eventually, though, he asked, “So why you goin’ to Weir City? 
For the money?”

Poor thought about the question. “Nah, man. Money don’t 
mean much to me. I mean, don’t get me wrong. I like havin’ a 
few dollars in my pocket like everyone else, but that ain’t why 
I’m on this here train.” He held up the Bible for the young man 
to see. “God wants me there.”

“He does?” Sol asked, not understanding the comment. “Why?”
“Don’t know why. He ain’t told me yet. He just said go. I reck-

on he’ll tell me later.”
Sol wasn’t so sure about that. “You a religious man or 

sumthin’?”
Poor replied with a quote from Proverbs: “‘Trust in the Lord 

with all thine heart. And lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.’”

Sol was impressed. “So you are a religious man.”
“How ’bout you?” Poor asked. “You believe in God?”
“Yes, sir.” Sol was quick to answer but then stumbled. “I mean, 

I think I do. But I don’t go to church or nuthin’ like that.”

The Journey Begins
An excerpt from the novel “The Crows’ Omen,” written by Jerry Potocnik 
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Jerry Potocnik 
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�e Crows’ Omen 
is a work of historical 
�ction authored by lo-
cal attorney Jerry Po-
tocnik.  It’s about two 
brothers navigating 
perilous times while 
mending their broken 
relationship.  It has all 
the ingredients of a 
page-turner: suspense, 
intrigue, deception 
and betrayal.  While 
most of the characters 
are �ctional, a handful 
are based on real-life 
people such as Rob-
ert Alexander Long 
and Richard Keith.  In 
1899, as the story be-
gins, both men were 
industrialists who 
lived in the Northeast 
and were prominent 
members of KC soci-
ety.    

It is well known 
that “R.A. Long” is 
the man who built 
Corinthian Hall, now 
the Museum of Kan-
sas City.  He was the 
major shareholder 
of Long Bell Lum-
ber Company, which 
once operated more 
than 50 lumber yards 
in the western US.  
What is less known is 
that he got his start in 
southeastern Kansas.  
In 1874, Robert, his 

cousin Victor Bell, 
and another young 
man le� Kansas City 
and journeyed to 
Columbus, Kansas 
to start a hay bailing 
business, taking with 
them a shipment of 
lumber to be used in 
erecting sheds.  Un-
fortunately, a per-
sistent drought and 
the death of their 
young friend plagued 
the infant start-up, 
and Robert and Vic-
tor soon called it 
quits. But when they 
dismantled the sheds, 
they quickly learned 
about another im-
portant commodi-
ty:  lumber.  Local 
farmers and ranchers 
were eager to buy the 
lumber, which set the 
men on a new course.  
From this humble be-
ginning, Long-Bell 
Lumber Company 
was born.  In 1891, 
the cousins moved 
their headquarters 
to Kansas City, and 
Robert moved his 
family into a large 
home along Indepen-
dence Boulevard.  

Richard Keith also 
lived in a mansion 
on the Boulevard.  
He made his name 
and wealth in coal, 
starting with his �rst 
coal yard in Quality 

Hill in 1871.  Even-
tually, he and an ex-
perienced coal man 
named John Perry 
formed a partnership 
called Keith & Perry, 
which operated sev-
eral mines in Missou-
ri.  In 1887, the men 
erected a building on 
the southwest cor-
ner of 9th and Wal-
nut called the Keith 
and Perry Building, 
a handsome six-sto-
ry building with a 
rounded corner and 
a conical roof.  �eir 
company occupied 
the �rst �oor.  (Long-
Bell Lumber Compa-
ny eventually had the 
third �oor).   With an 
infusion of eastern 
money in 1893, the 
business rapidly ex-
panded under a new 
name, Central Coal 
& Coke, and it in-
vested heavily in the 
Weir-Pittsburg Coal-
�eld.  By the end of 
that decade, the com-
pany operated mines 
in seven states and 
employed thousands 
of men.  

Richard and Robert 
appear in �e Crows’ 
Omen almost in du-
alistic fashion, like a 
devil and angel act, 
which is a common 
storytelling troupe 
but also a psycho-

logical metaphor 
for internal con�ict.  
How to amass great 
fortune while giving 
back to the commu-
nity?  Robert Long, 
for one, was well 
known for his phil-
anthropic endeavors 
(i.e., the WWI Me-
morial).  

Both men had 
close ties to south-
eastern Kansas.  It’s 
where Robert start-
ed his company, and 
it’s where Richard 
had considerable in-
terests.  Much of the 
real-life connections 
and interactions be-
tween these men are 
lost to history now, 
but in the novel, they 

are friends of sorts 
though di�erent in 
both thought and 
demeanor.  Robert’s 
character is reserved 
and attentive while 
Richard’s character is 
impulsive and brash, 
but together, they 
make an enjoyable 
though odd pair who 
rely on each other 
while guiding their 
respective companies 
through troubled wa-
ters.

�e reader also 
will delight in scenes 
depicting local land-
marks like Union 
Depot (i.e., the train 
depot before Union 
Station), the �ay-
er Building and the 

Keith and Perry 
Building.  A Flemish 
Queen Anne-style 
home in Historic 
Northeast also plays 
an important role.    

But perhaps the 
greatest attribute of 
�e Crows’ Omen is 
its ability to connect 
us to the past.  It’s a 
history lesson told 
through the lives of 
�ctional men and 
women who toiled 
and rejoiced in the 
workings of everyday 
life during the Gilded 
Age.  Anchored by 
imperfect yet relat-
able characters, this 
story will grab you 
from the �rst page, 
and it won’t let go.

Novel’s connection to Historic Northeast

“Well, that’s OK, ’cause it won’t help ya none anyways if ya 
don’t �rst open your heart.”

“How I do that?”
“I can’t tell ya. You gotta �nd your own way. Or he’ll do it 

for ya.”
“How’s he gonna do that?”
“I don’t know that neither. He works in mysterious ways. 

But he told me to go to Weir City. He wants me there for some 
reason. Maybe he wants you there too.”

“For what?” the young man asked, now taking a serious tone. 
He’d never considered God might have a plan just for him.

“I don’t know, but he got a reason for everything. You’ll �nd 
out when we get there.”

The Crows’ Omen
Continued from previous page

Read more in our December 24 issue, or buy a copy of 

The Crow’s Omen, available at local bookstores, Amazon, 

or at thecrowsomen.com.
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5001 Independence Ave • $325,000

3706 St John Ave • $189,000

128 N. Brighton Ave • $140,000

401 N. Hardesty Ave • $190,000

521 Hardesty Ave • $199,000

1024 Elmwood Ave •$160,000

4316 E. 7th St • $200,000 

3926 Norledge Ave •$320,000

7412 N. Wayne Ave. • $295,000

120 N. White Ave. • $170,000

2810 Clevland Ave (Lot for Sale) • $49,500

12800 Locust St • $399,000

11904 Gill St • $375,000

110 N Monroe Ave • 
$85,000

NORTHEAST NORTHEAST 
REALTY CO.REALTY CO.
5400 ST JOHN AVE5400 ST JOHN AVE
(816) 231-8442(816) 231-8442

CALL FOR A NO COST MARKET PRICE ON YOUR PROPERTY!CALL FOR A NO COST MARKET PRICE ON YOUR PROPERTY!

SE HABLA ESPAÑOLSE HABLA ESPAÑOL
ANGELICA DE LA CRUZANGELICA DE LA CRUZ

816-803-8624816-803-8624
AALVAREZ.NER@GMAIL.COMAALVAREZ.NER@GMAIL.COM
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909

TÔI NÓI TIẾNG VIỆTTÔI NÓI TIẾNG VIỆT
NGON NGUYENNGON NGUYEN
816-824-4823816-824-4823

NGONNGUYEN88@YAHOO.COMNGONNGUYEN88@YAHOO.COM

PENDING!

PENDING!

PENDING!

H&H PLUMBING
& DRAIN CLEANING

 ✔ Licensed and Insured

 ✔ 62 Years Experience

Drains Opened or 
No Charge!  

– All Types of Plumbing Repair –
Residential & Commercial

Free Estimates!

Dennis Hammontree

816-231-3916

ClassiÚed & Service directory

Moto Haiku by Sam Crowley

My fortune cookies!
“Take a walk and clear your mind”
(I hope I don’t get mugged)
“Find joy in little moments”
(Feeding my critters)

More fortune cookies
“Many successes this year”
(Lottery ticket?)
“Celebrate your mental health”
(I’ll have a party)

Even more cookies
“Follow your inner guru”
(Where will it take me?)
“Enthusiasm coming”
(I hope it comes soon)

1932 Fun Fact
In December 1932, downtown Kansas City department 
store Emery, Bird, Thayers, “The Store of a Million Gifts”, 
advertised a unique Christmas greeting option using the latest 
technology. SPEAK-O-PHONE records, with a studio on the sixth 
Ûoor, let shoppers “send greetings in a novel way.”

This ad stated “If you can’t be ‘there’ for Christmas, send 
your thoughts as you would speak them by SPEAK-O-PHONE 
records. Your voice recorded perfectly, experienced Studio 
Director is in charge.”

Priced per record from 75 cents to $1.75.

101 Contractors  

& Builders

MARK’S  REMODELING

ROOFING, SIDING, DOORS
WINDOWS, PLUMBING

SHEETROCK, ELECTRICAL 
NO JOB TOO SMALL

816-537-3193 

104 Moving & Hauling

BRUSH & TREE WORK
GARAGE/ BASEMENT 

CLEANING, HAULING SER-
VICE, FREE ESTIMATES 

816-965-8494 

106 Plumbing Services

H & H PLUMBING
60 + YEARS IN H.N.E.
LICENSED - INSURED
GUARANTEED WORK

FREE ESTIMATES
CALL DENNIS AT:

816-231-3916 

110 Electrical  

Construction

CUMBERFORD  
CONTRACTING
RESIDENTIAL &
COMMERCIAL

 LICENSED & INSURED
 816-898-1236 

118 Pest Control

DON’T BE BUGGED!
ROACHES $95
BEDBUGS $325 

AAA EXTERMINATORS
913-269-3369

166 Home Improvement

REPLACE YOUR roof with 
the best looking and longest 
lasting material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! Three 
styles and multiple colors 
available! Limited Time Offer- 
$500 Discount + Additional 
10% off install (for military, 
healthworkers  & 1st respond-
ers). Call Erie Metal Roofs: 
1-888-809-1119 

SAFESTEP, North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line installation 
and service. Now featuring 
our FREE shower package 
and $1600 off for a limited 
time! Call Today! Financing 
avaialble. Call Safe Step 
1-833-732-0966

SunSetter- America’s Number 
One Awning! Instant shade 
at the touch of a button. 
Transform your deck or patio 
into an outdoor oasis. Up to 
10-year limited warranty. Call 
now and SAVE $350 today!
1-844-632-2169 

OLSHAN Foundation Sys-
tems. Your trusted foundation 
repair experts since 1933. 
Foundation repair. Crawl 
space recovery. Basement 
waterproofing. Water man-
agement and more. Free 
evaluation. Limited time up 
to $250 off foundation repair. 
Call Olshan 1-888-437-7797 

167 Cellular Services

CONSUMER CELLULAR- the 

same reliable, nationwide 

coverage as the large carri-

ers. No long-term contract, 

no hidden fees and activation 

is free. All plans feature un-

limited talk and text, starting 

at just $20/month. For more 

information, call 

1-844-211-0742 

500 Services

AMENITY PROPERTIES 

LLC- We offer cleanup after 

remodeling, junk hauling/

removal, all landscaping 

needs, small home repair. 

Professional Service, ASAP 

Response.

Call 816-666-1982

507 Elder Care

FreedomCare. Let your 

loved ones care for you and 

get paid! Paid by Medicaid. 

Choose family or friends as 

your paid caregiver. Check 

your eligibility today! Call 

FreedomCare now! 

1-844-937-4179 

509 Health Care  

Services

PORTABLE Oxygen Con-

centrator May be Covered by 

Medicare! Reclaim indepen-

dence and mobility with com-

pact design and long-lasting 

battery of Inogen One. Free 

Information kit! 

Call 844-299-5183 

602 Notices

OUR NEXT issues will be 

published December 24 

and January 7, 2026. Ad 

deadlines are noon Friday 

the week before the next 

publish date.
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Right now is 
an extremely 
important time 
to support local 
journalism. From 
November 1 
through December 
31, 2025, every 
donation made 
to The Northeast 

News will be 
matched dollar-
for-dollar through 
the Institute for 

NonproÅt News’ 
NewsMatch 
program. That 
means your 
contribution has 
double the impact — 
helping us continue 
to provide reliable, 
community-
driven news and 

information to 
every household in 

our neighborhood.
 

HNE MEDIA IS A 
501c3 NON-PROFIT 
ORGANIZATION 
AND ALL 
DONATIONS ARE 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE.

DONATE!

Ho-ho-hold onto your tinsel, readers! 
‘Tis I, Inky, the adventurous feline. 
My Christmas wish is acquiring a 
purr-fect view from the very top 
of the Christmas tree—and I 
need your help to get there. 
Your mission: guide me 
along the winding branches, 
avoid getting tangled in 
twinkling ornaments, 
and help me paw-
sitively reach the star 
at the top!

Help Inky climb to the top of the Christmas Tree!

START


